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turning back. We will not achieve any-
thing by bleating and saying, "This is
wrong, and that is wrong." We will come
to grips with this problem only by each
and every person associated with it doing
something to find a solution. The Govern-
ment of which I am a member is not doing
enough and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is not doing enough, but the day
will come when we will have to face up
to the problem and make up our mind
that we will have to do more and let us
be the first people to admit it.

I am amazed when I find this sort of
thinking expressed by people who do
nothing but shelter behind what somebody
else says. If we are dinkum about trying
to find a solution to this problem let us
face it here and now. The Federal Gov-
ernment, and the State Government in
particular, should do something more than
they have done in the past, and they
should do it quickly. But do not let anyone
try to tell mne that a school teacher can
walk into an area and within a short time
prepare an epistle and say, "This is my
plaint; this is what I suffer from."

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

Presentation to Governor
THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-East Metropolitan-Leader of the House)

[8.58 p.m.]: I move-
That the Address be Presented to

His Excellency the Governor by the
President and such members as may
desire to accompany him.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Leader of the House)
[8.59 p.m.] I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.30 am. tomorrow (Friday).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 9.00 p.m.

?Thghiiatii Asfirndxig
Thursday, the 9th December, 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.rn.. and read prayers.

MARKETING OF LAMB BILL
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Date-

man) in the Chair; Mr. H. D. Evans (Mini-
ister for Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:-

No. 1.
Clause 10, page 6, line 28-Insert

before the word "constitute" the words
"entitled to vote".
No. 2.

Clause 10, page 6, line 36-Add
after the word "theveat" the passage

1but the manager or his deputy is
not entitled to vote on any question".
No. 3.

Clause 20, page 12, lines 22 and
23-Delete the passage "person who
slaughtered the lamb, or by his fam-
ily" and substitute the passage
'owner, his family or employees".

Mr. H. D. EVANS: When this Bill was
last before the Chamber we agreed that
of the total number to constitute the
board, only the manager would not have
voting Powers. This was acceptable to the
Government, and on that basis the Bill was
transmitted to the Council. The amend-
ment is acceptable and is in keeping with
the spirit of the legislation. I move-

That amendment No. 1 made by
the Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Regarding the second
amendment made by the Council, it means
the manager will be required to be in at-
tendance at each meeting of the board;
and although he can enter into the del-
iberations and discussions and give the
benefit of his expert knowledge, be is not
entitled to vote on any decisions taken.
This was an agreement that we made with
the Country Party in particular. The
amendment is acceptable. I move-

That amendment No. 2 made by
the Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Regarding the third
amendment, it arose because of the ambig-
uity that could crop UP in clause 20 of
the Bill which deals with the exemptions
from the provisions of the legislation re-
lating to the killing of lamb and mutton
by particular individuals. These provis-
ions were not clear. To rectify the pos-
sibility of a, drafting ambiguity the
amendment proposes that the passage
"person who slaughtered the lamb, or by
his family" be deleted and the passage
"owner. his family or employees" be sub-
stituted.

This will clarify beyond any doubt in
the eyes of the draftsman that a situa-
tion could not arise where the owner would
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fall foul of the penalties provision when
killing an animal for himself, or when
someone closely associated with him does
it. I move-

That amendment No. 3 made by
the Council be agreed to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adop-

ted, and a message accordingly returned
to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from the 3rd December. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bateman)
in the Chair; Mr. T. D. Evans (Minister
for Education) in charge of the Bill.

Part 1: Parliament-
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on Part 1: Parliament.

M41EL COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leader
of the opposition) [11.10 a.m.]: As I
understand the situation under the new
procedure we are allowed to speak in a
general way about matters covered by part
I, and when that debate is over we have
to confine ourselves to the items in their
.sections.

The CHAIRMAN: That is right.
~Mr. COURT: At this stage I would like

to say something about Parliament, but
I will be fairly brief. Some of us have
become disturbed at the situation which
exists at present in respect of the relation-
ships between the Parliament, members of
Parliament, and the public.

This year, in particular, a number of
these matters have been highlighted in the
Federal sphere and in the various State
Parliaments. I believe we owe it to our-
selves, and to the institution, and to the
public, to examine the situation which
exists. There is a tendency to take for
granted some of the established customs
which have existed throughout the ages,
particularly in British Parliaments which,
in the main, are regarded as better than
those in any other country.

However, one has to acknowledge freely
that with changing social orders, values,
.and systems, there will be occasions when
these have to be reviewed. In fact, it is
more a question of having them spelt out
in terms which everyone can understand,
than a change in the process.

During the life of the present Parlia-
ment, and under the Speakership of the
late Mr. Toms, we ran into a number of
problems. A case was drawn to his atten-
tion which concerned a radio commentator
who referred to members of Parliament in

most uncomplimentary terms. I never
found out the result of the complaint-
not so much a complaint but information
-conveyed to the Speaker by the member
for Avon because at about that time Par-
liament was prorogued.

There have been a number of other
rather disquieting situations; for instance,
our own situation in respect of matters
which are sub judice. I have always re-
spected the sub judice ruling even though
we might find It irksome from time to time.
The situation arises whereby it is impos-
sible to deal with matters of national in-
terest and of State importance because
Parliament, under our Standing Orders,
treats certain matters as sub judice. How-
ever, other people treat the same matters
with contempt. What does Parliament do
in such a case? What redress is there?
Perhaps there are degrees of sub ludice.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Can the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition suggest a remedy?

Mr. COURT: I will come to that. Allega-
tions have been made against me, and
various methods have been used to dis-
credit me. I do not intend to highlight
them this morning when speaking on the
Estimates because I have already intro-
duced my motion. I want to speak on the
basis of the complaint brought to the
notice of the House by the member for
Avon and the problem we have experienced
over the interpretation of sub judice. I
never challenge the Speaker's ruling be-
cause the ruling generally upholds Stand-
ing Orders. Only in extreme cases should
we disagree with the Speaker's ruling. My
concern is that if we have a boa fide
ease, be it a question of intimidation, be
it a threat, be it an obstruction, be It con-
tempt of Parliament-be it any one of
those situations--be it this question of
what is sub judice and what is not, and
the degree of sub judice, there does not
seem to be any machinery readily available
to the Parliament to deal with the situa-
tion quickly and effectively,

Two parties are concerned in such a
matter. There Is the institution of Parlia-
ment itself, and there is the person who
might allegedly have done something in
contempt of Parliament by breach of
established custom or Statute-a member
of Parliament acting in contempt of what
is a desirable and ethical approach.

In this institution one does not have to
go back in ancient history to explain why
members of Parliament are allowed cer-
tain privileges. Without those privileges
our whole system would break down and
I do not think there have been many cases
over the years where the privilege has
been abused. In my experience it is usually
used where a person feels he has a duty
to the public and to the institution of
Parliament, and he takes advantage of the
privileges we are afforded as members of
Parliament. There are certain Acts which
are included in a publication separate from
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Standing Orders, and they relate to Par-
liament. That publication extends into
the Criminal Code, as well as into some
special Acts.

Our own Standing Orders make some
provision in respect of these matters. The
point I want to emphasise is that we seem
to be impotent in getting something moving
in a way which would be fair to both
parties. I am wondering whether during
the recess the Speaker, the Chairman of
Committees, and other appropriate officers
who are very closely connected with and
who have had experience of Standing
Orders, and the Government through its
Crown Law advisers, could be consulted
with a view to suggesting some compact
machinery which would not be cumbersome
and could be called upon to give a quick
interpretation, which interpretation would
be fair to the person complained about as
well as to Parliament and its members.

We would then take some pressure off
the Speaker, and we would take away some
of the odium-in the way of criticism-
directed at the provisions which give
privileges to members of Parliament. We
should get somebody who is experienced
in these matters to look at the prob-
lems quickly and dispassionately. I
have no format to suggest beyond
this: someone with judicial experience
should look at the situation quickly
-and I am not suggesting it should be
confined to one man-and advise the
Speaker-and through the Speaker, this
Chamber-what action should be taken. I
think we would achieve two things, We
would move without emotionalism, which
is otherwise inseparable from these mat-
ters, and also give those people against
whom we are likely to proceed an oppor-
tunity to have their side of the case
studied, and the circumstances under
which they made their statements, and the
circumstances under which they took
certain actions studied.

Mr. Bickerton: On the matter of sub
judice, the Standing Orders of this Par-
liament are based primarily on those of
the House of Commons.

Mr. COURT: That is true. it must be
admitted in the light of experience over
the last few months we have had the
situation whereby we, as members of Par-
liament, are silenced but certain People
outside can talk freely and discuss these
matters in brochures, in public addresses,
and on sessions such as "Monday Con-
ference" on the A.B.C.-with public rela-
tions officers working for them here and
abroad. A newspaper was recently pro-
secuted but I must admit that after pro-
tracted litigation the case was dismissed.

Mr. may: The newspaper was not pro-
secuted.

Mr. COURT: The Government proceeded
against the newspaper for a breach of
sub judice.

Mr. May: The case was discharge.
Mr. COURT; But the Minister proceeded

to prosecute. The court held that the
newspaper was not guilty. That did bring
to my mind the suggestion that there is
a division in these matters as to how far
one can go without infringing sub judie
provisions as we understand them, I am
not suggesting we be given complete
exemption from sub iudice. I realise we
could be walking a tightrope but there
should be someone with judicial experience
who can say that a matter can be debated
up to a certain point, and not beyond it.

A line was drawn by the Judges in respect
of the West Australian Newspapers case,
and that line was a very fine one. I do
not think that case has resolved the matter
at all. It dealt with a particular instance
but I do not think it has really laid down
any new principle which would be clear
enough for the members of this Chamber
to follow.

The reason I suggest we should do this
through some Judicial body is that it would
be most unusual if we had a number of
members of Parliament in the State Par-
liament who were experienced practitioners
in the law, or People one regards as Jurists
or potential Jurists in these matters.

At the moment there are three qualified
legal men in this House and there is one
qualified legal man in the Legislative
Council. Three of them happen to be
Labor men and one a, Liberal man. Just
forgetting their party affiliations for the
moment, this does not give a cross-section
of Parliament-I am speaking about both
Houses now-from which could be con-
vened a committee of people who were
trained in the law. It would be most un-
usual in a small Parliament of 51 members
here and 30 in another Place to be able to
convene such a committee of trained legal
men. In the Federal Parliament the situ-
ation is different.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do you not think It
would be difficult for anyone to lay down
general guidelines indicating in a particu-
lar case just how far Parliament could go?
Each case would have to be judged on its
own merits.

Mr. COURT: I believe It falls into two
categories. There is a straightout question
of trying to Intimidate Parliament or to
Intimidate or obstruct a member of Parlia-
ment. The other question deals with
matters that are sub judice.

To deal with the first one, I believe
somne detached body of people who are
judicially trained and who are free of
party politics and the emotions of members
would be better able to deal with the
matter, because in some of the issues that
arise we are all Involved; for once we are
all "brothers" because we have a common
cause and the whole Institution is being
attacked.
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Mr. Bickerton: I am against a committee
composed wholly of legal men.

Mr. COURT: The Minister has not beard
the end of my proposition. At that point
of time we need somebody who can look
at the matter dispassionately. We would
not expect justice in this place. I do not
say that disrespectfully. The whole nature
of the place is wrong. This Is why we
have opposed Parliament setting itself up
as a court from time to time. It is the
last place in which one would expect dis-
passionate consideration of a matter in a
learned way. We are a group of people
drawn from all walks of life and we
change with Parliaments.

Mr. Jamieson: So are juries.
Mr. COURT: I am speaking about people

with judicial training.
Mr. Jamieson: And juries make deter-

minations.
Mr. COURT: I have not reached that

point yet. At the point when a matter is
very urgent and heated it could be referred
by the Speaker to a judicial body of this
kind for advice. This is where I come to
answer the Minister for Housing: I do not
suggest we have to take that advice. When
a lawyer gives advice one can tear it up
and go on one's merry way.

Mr. Hartrey: Sometimes one is very wise
to do so.

Mr COURT: Out of respect for the
member for Boulder-Dundas, I did not
intend to say that. However, many times
I have read the advice of legal people and
gone the other way. The fact is one does
receive the benefit of their advice, and
under the system I propose it could be ob-
tained quickly. At that point Parliament
decies whether it will take any further
action.

Mr. Bickerton: If you studied the policy
of the House of Commons on sub iudice
matters you would be happy with it.

Mr. COURT: I am coming to the point
where there is intimidation or the threat
of intimidation to members of Parliament
and a threat to Parliament itself. Forget
the members involved; we also owe some
duty to the other party to enable him to
talk to somebody, who will take a detached
view, and explain why he did something.
It is very difficult for him to talk to any
of us, or even to the Speaker.

I believe the burden we place upon the
Speaker-who would rarely be a trained
legal man-is unreasonable, particularly
in a Parliament like this which is so evenly
balanced and the poor man must vote all
the time. It is unusual to have a situation
such as we had when Mr. Guthrie was
here. He was a legal practitioner, and a
highly respected one. It is unusual to have
such a Speaker, and even with his legal
advice we know what we thought of some
of his decisions. A burden is placed upon

the Speaker in a House that is party-
political and where the Speaker is nomi-
nated by the Government party.

At that stage it is not a question of the
individual being involved; it is a question
of the whole institution of Parliament
being under attack. That is why I believe
in the recess the Premier, in conjunction
with the Speaker and appropriate officers
of the Parliament and Crown Law Depart-
ment, could have a look at this matter to
see whether they can come up with a
practical solution, which I believe is long
overdue. We have gone along for so long as
a happy community, hoping we would not
have to use provisions in our Standing
Orders, the Criminal Code, or the privileges
Act. However, it is not peculiar to us
because throughout Australia today we
hear from the people who want to change
the "establishment." We either believe in
the establishment or we do not. If we
believe in it, let us have something that
works and appears to work in the public
mind. Let us not give the impression that
it is a tyrannical organisation in which
members of Parliament can stand in judg-
ment over people without their having a
fair go. I would be the last person to
expect the setting up of machinery where-
by the people complained about did not
have a chance to present their cases.

Mr. Speaker would report the advice of
the judicial body to the House after the
Parliament had made its decision, From
that time onward the matter would come
under either the Criminal Code, our own
Parliamentary Statutes, or the Standing
Orders of Parliament. I1 think this would
do much to clarify the situation, particu-
larly when an unresolved matter such as
that raised by the member for Avon
threatens to break down the system.

In this morning's paper there is a letter
containing some very uncomplimentary
remarks about members of Parliament. In
the old days this was good stuff on the
musical comedy stage when the People one
could have a crack at were politicians and
mothers-in-law. I1 think mothers-in-law
are becoming more respectable these days
-they do not receive so much banter.

Whilst in a free country such as ours we
expect a certain amount of banter and
ridicule-we also expect the People to
assume that the members they have elected
are a lot of dopes, anyhow-there is a
point beyond which I do not think they
should go, if this Is to be regarded as an
institution we want to preserve.

I take this opportunity under Part 1.
dealing with Parliament, to raise this
question and request that during the
recess the Premier, In consultation with
the Speaker, other officers of the Parlia-
ment whom the Speaker nominates, and
officers of the Crown law Department,
consider whether some suggestions can be
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mnade for the setting up of machinery which
will be more satisfactory, can be put into
motion quickly, and will be fair not wily
to members of Parliament and the institu-
tion but also to those who might be ac-
cused of contempt of Parliament or some
other misdemeanour.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [11.28
a.m.]: I would like to make one or two
comments on this item of the Estimates.
As regards the remarks that have already
been made by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, 1, personally, cannot see that
there is much wrong with the present situa-
tion as far as sub jud ice matters in Parlia-
ment are concerned. The Standing Orders
are extremely clear on this question.
Standing Order 2, in part, reads-

Matters "sub judice" include--
(a) Any matter awaiting or under

adjudication in any Court
exercising a criminal jurisdic-
tion or in a court martial;

(b) Any matter awaiting or under
adjudication in a civil court
from the time that the case
has been set down for trial
or otherwise brought before
the court;, or

(c) Any matter awaiting or under
adjudication in a civil court
prior to the time that the
case has been set down for
trial or otherwise brought be-
fore the Court if it appears
to the Chair that there is a
substantial danger of preju-
dice to the trial of the case:

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to the fact that in this session and
in the last session o)f Parliament many
things have been ruled by the Speaker to
be sub judice, whereas the Press in this
State, elsewhere in Australia, and overseas
has been publishing precisely the informa-
tion we were denied the opportunity to
discuss. The reason is that the matters
referred to in the Press were not sub judice:
otherwise the Press would have been taken
to court over the issue,

We were denied the opportunity to dis-
cuss the matters simply and solely because
they were ruled by the Chair to be sub
judice. I think the problem to which the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition referred
could be overcome if Speakers in this House
referred more often to the Crown Law De-
partment. Surely Speakers can obtain ad-
vice f rom that department as to whether
or not a matter is sub judice. Surely they
can obtain advice as to what type of de-
bate may be entered Into in respect of a
matter. it Is as Simple as that. our
Standing Orders are most explicit on the
question of sub judice matters. It is simply
up to the Speaker, whoever he may be,
to contact the Crown Law Department

and ascertain what is allowable in a debate.
If that were done there would be absolutely
no problem.

We have In this State a Crown Law De-
partment which is at the disposal of the
Speaker of this House, and he may rely
upon that department for advice. How
much further can we go? In those oir-
cumnstances I think we could have had an
opportunity to debate many of the sub-
jects which were declared sub judice.

Last session I had the experience of
rising to ask a question and before I could
even explain the position the matter 'was
declared by the Speaker to be sub judice,
I considered that to be rather remarkable.

With regard to the question of privilege,
I criticised a member of this House within
the last few days for taking advantage of
his privileged position to make a state-
ment in this House. I did so only because
I believe no member should take advant-
age of the privilege of this House to make
a genera] statement. AS far as I am con-
cerned a member has every right
to make a statement under privilege if it
is in the interests of this State, My criti-
cism was that a general statement was
made which was not substantiated by
facts.

Had the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when referring to the two gentlemen
concerned, made a general statement and
then backed it up with facts it would have
been a very different proposition. Nobody
could have levelled any criticism at him,
and there would have been no need to
ask the Government to appoint a royal
contiiisioner to inquire into the matter.
The evidence could have been put forward,
and Hancock and Wright would have been
able to answer the charges. of course,
at the moment they cannot answer any
charges because no evidence has been
forthcoming to indicate that there is sub-
stance in what was said.

'Hancock and Wright could have been
afforded the opportunity to answer the
criticism. If they failed to do so they
would stand condemned in the eyes of the
people of Western Australia. As it hap-
pens, shortly the Parliament will adjourn
for the Christmas break and everyone on
the Government side wifl say what won-
derful people Opposition members are,
and the Opposition will say what wonder-
ful people are those who sit on the Govern-
ment side.

Mr. T. D. Evans: That will be the day.
Mr. GRAYDEN: We will also congra-

tulate the staff. Everyone will be happy.
The only unhappy people in the com-
munity will be Hancock and Wright be-
cause they have not had an opportunity
to defend themselves. That is my only
criticism on the question of privilege,

We have Pariamentary Privilege, and
we should not abuse it. It has worked
famously in Parliaments throughout the
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world. But I think we have a right to
expect that when a person makes a, general
charge he should produce evidence to sub-
stantiate it. In those circumstances no
inquiry is necessary because the person
knows what he is charged with. He can
put forward his view, even if it is necessary
to buy a page in The West Australian. I
raise'this matter only because the subject
was touched on this morning and I wish to
explain my attitude to the question of
privilege. We have found ourselves in a
great deal of trouble over the last few
days and I greatly regret that a lot of
acrimony has resulted. I think the whole
situation could be retrieved even at this
stage without the need for a Royal Comn-
mission if the Deputy Leader of the Op-
Position were now to say under privilege,
"These are the facts to substantiate the
statement I made."

If that were done, as far as I am con-
cerned the issue would be completely over.
Hancock and Wright would know what
they are up against and they would have
the opportunity to defend themselves if
they can. If they cannot, as I said earlier,
they will stand condemned in the eyes of
the people of this State and the publicity
given to them would be of such a nature
that no further action would be necessary.
They would be discredited throughout the
State.

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premnier)
[11.36 a.m.]: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition discussed two points: the ques-
tion of privilege with particular reference
to a matter raised by the member for Avon.
and the question of dealing with matters
which are considered to be sub iudice.

Let me first deal with the question of
privilege. This is a matter which is raised
from time to time in all British Parlia-
ments. It has been raised in this Parlia-
ment a number of tines, and it is raised
frequently in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. Ultimately the matter is in the
hands of the House itself. A matter may
be brought to the attention of the Speaker
who, after investigation, decides that he
will make a report to the House. It Is
then left to Parliament to decide whether
any resolution should be carried. Parlia-
ruent is in control of the situation.

if Parliament believes that an offence
has been committed and privilege has been
breached, it can by resolution decide upon
certain penalties to be imposed or it can
decide that the person concerned should
be brought before the bar. The matter is
in the hands of the House itself. If the
Speaker indicates that in his view no action
is desirable that is not necessarily the end
of the matter. The House can resolve to
disagree with the attitude of the Speaker
or it can carry a positive resolution decid-
Ing upon a certain line of action.

With regard to the particular case raised
by the member for Avon, the late Speaker
played to rue a tape recording of what was

,said. I suppose If anybody had grounds
for complaint it was me. The Speaker
asked me what I thought he should do
about it, and I said, "Forget it: a publIc
man cannot afford to be thin-skinned."

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, heart

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We have to expect
a certain amount of criticism, some of it
justified, but most of it unjustified and
extravagant. On one occasion I found it
necessary, as a result of a very serious
statement which had been made against
me publicly, to seek the advice of a
prominent lawyer, who is now a judge.
I told the lawyer I had an affidavit which
would support what was said against me.
He said, "Mr. Tonkcin, take my advice and
do nothing about it." He told me I had
no corroboration of what was said. He
said, 'You are a public man, and the per-
son responsible will deny saying what he
did; you will be left with the bill for the
costs because courts accept that a public
man is subject to a certain amount of
criticism."'

Mr. Court: That is fair enough. We all
accept that.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In the ultimate, if
we believe that privilege has been so seri-
ously breached as to warrant action, the
House has power to take the necessary
action. If Parliament comes to the con-
clusion that privilege has been seriously
breached and some action is warranted,
the course of action lies in the hands of
the members of the Parliament.

With regard to the matter raised by the
member for Avon, I could have come into
the House and complained about what I
had beard from the recording of what was
said and submitted to the House a resol-
ution that some action be taken. If the
House had agreed we could have brought
the person responsible to the Bar of the
House and imposed some penalty but I
decided not to take that line of action.
With regard to whether a question is sub
ludice. the member for South Perth has
set out precisely what the position is and
what he read out from the Standing
Orders is to be found almost word for
word in May's Parliamentary Practice.

Again in the ultimate it is a matter for
the House to decide. The Speaker may
decide he will permit discussion on a
matter which is really sub lattice, but if
the House decides it will not allow the
matter to be discussed because it comes
within the Standing Orders, it can carry
a resolution that such a matter cannot be
proceeded with because it is sub judice.
The only departure from this of course
is in connection with a Bill. A Bill can
be introduced in regard to a matter which
is under adjudication by the courts and
the Standing Orders will not prevent us
from discussing it.
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Mr. Court: As long as it is a Government
Bill.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Court: It cannot be a Private Bill?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No. With that

exception, the question ultimately depends
upon the good sense of the members
themselves: whether they regard the
matter as being one which comes within
the provisions of the Standing Orders as
being sub iudice. Surely our sense of fair
Play would be such as to cause us to deter-
mine that if a matter is presently before
the court for adjudication, that matter is
sub judice. One does not have to be a
lawyer to determine that. All one has to
know is a question of fact; that is, whether
the matter to be discussed-the subject of
the motion-is at the time before a court
for adjudication.

Mr. Court: I am not disputing tat
either, but what happens when other par-
ties to this particular litigation just ignore
that? Are you saying that the Govern-
ment is then failing in its duty If It does
not take appropriate action?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Court: In this particular case that

has been before us for four months; it
has been completey ignored by the other
parties.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is referring to a matter
that was the subject of his notice of mot-
ion?

Mr. Court: Yes, and the other parties
went on merrily both here and in the
Eastern States, and also overseas, and no
action was taken against them. Yet we,
as a responsible body, were denied the
right to take action.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: My view on that is
that Parliament itself should set a good
example-

Mr. Hartrey: Legal action could be taken.
Mr. J. TI. TONKIN: -and the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition himself did not
dispute the Speaker's ruling on this ques-
tion for the very obvious reason that he
believed it fell within the Standing Orders
and the matter was, in fact, sub ludice.

Mr. Court: I went to him at the same
time and said, "I accept your ruling in
the matter because I believe in it, but what
are you going to do about the people who
are not taking any notice of it?"

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I do not believe the
Speaker has any jurisdiction over matters
occurring outside the House. They are
matters for the Government and the
Crown Law Department, and of course
there is an instance where action actually
was taken by the Crown Law Department
and the action turned out to be unsuccess-
ful.

Mr. Court: I raised this question with you
also and you said you would have the
matter investigated, but you know the un-
fortunate events that intervened.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I do not believe that
the consideration which the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has suggested would be
at all fruitful. I do not think it would come
up with anything to alter the existing
situation, because I believe it is adequately
provided for so far as the Parliament is
concerned, and any consideration of these
questions we would bring about would have
reference only to Parliament Itself, the
conduct of members in Parliament, and
what course of action was available to
them.

Mr. Court: For the sake of expedition I
will raise a query with you. I am not quar-
relling with most of the principles you
have enunciated, but what I am worried
about-which is a matter that is worrying
the Press and the public-is how you reach
this decision in respect of somebody who
seriously continues to act in contempt of
Parliament. That is where the rub lies.
When we sit in judgment on this, from all
I can read Of Past history it Is certainly
not a judicious or even a fair way of hand-
ling the matter so far as the case is
concerned.

Mr. Jamieson: Don't you think that
Brown and Fitzpatrick were fairly tried?

Mr. Court: They were fairly tried
because they had eminent jurists there
of known ability.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am prepared to
refer the remarks of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition to the Attorney-General
for reference to the Crown Law Depart-
ment so that the department can decide
whether it is desirable to have the matter
dealt with as suggested.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again at a later stage of the sitting, on
motion by Mr. Harman.

(Continued on Page 1106)

PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER
BILL

Council's Further Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference, and
had appointed The Ron. L. A. Logan, The
Hon. 1. G. Medcalf and The Hon. W. F.
Willesee (Leader of the House) as manag-
ers for the Council; the Select Committee
room as the place of meeting, and the
time 2.30 p.m.. Thursday, the 9th Decem,
ber, 1971.
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MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
(11.48 a.mn.J: I move-

That the time and place fixed by
the Legislative Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Legislative
Council acquainted accordingly.

APPROPRIATION BIELL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Bateman) in the Chair; Mr. T. D. Evans
(Minister for Education) in charge of the
Bill.

Part I.- Parliament-
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on Part 1: Parliament.
Votes: Legislative Council, $85,000;

Legislative Assembly, $197,000; Joint House
Co-mittee, $102,000; Joint Printing Comn-
mnittee, $153,000; Joint Library Committee,
$8,000-put and passed.

Prn 2: Premier, and Minister for Edu-cation, Environmental Protection and Cul-
tural Affairs-

MR. 3. T. TONKIN (Melvile-Premier)
[11.L50 a.m.l: Having regard for the fact
that we desire to finish by tomorrow it
would be preferable, and would more pro-
perly meet the interests of members, if
Ministers were to listen carefully to what
is said on the various departments, and
then reply to the debate and deal with
those matters raised, instead of spending
a lot of time beforehand talking on some
matters in which members might not be
interested and unnecessarily occupying
time which could be put to better advan-
tage. Members are free to raise any
questions they like on the understanding
that Ministers will reply rather than have
the Ministers introduce their Estimates
in the normal way.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough-
Leader of the Opposition) [11.51 a.m.]:
This is a sensible approach, but only in
view of the circumstances. I do not think
this9 should become a precedent because
of the view expressed from time to time
by the Premier when he was Leader of the
Opposition. In similar circumstances he
rose in righteous indignation and wanted
to know where the Minister concerned was
because he was not introducing his Esti-
mates.

Mr. Court: He is the Government now.
Sir DAVID BRAND: Although from time

to time Mvinisters did not introduce their
Estimates, the argument raised by the Pre-
mier when in Opposition was, in fact, a
good one. I am not referring to any par-
ticular party, because Governments of
both political colours have been involved.
A Minister has rushed in and just missed

the call and has subsequently had to
apologise for not being present to intro-
duce his Estimates.

Mr. Jamieson: I can remember you
scowling at several of your Ministers.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I1 have not such
an acute memory as has the Minister for
Works.

Mr. Jamieson: They might not have been
of your party, but I do remember the
scowl.

Sir DAVID BRAND: All I can say to
the minister for Works is that I hope he
learns from his experience as a Minister
because he will find that Ministers are
only human after all and they have the
same reactions as other people.

I am quite sure I speak for those on
this side of the Chamber when I say that
any member can raise whatever query he
desires. However, I think It is reasonable
to suggest that members use no more words
than they must in order to get their point
of view across. If Ministers are unable
to answer all the queries, perhaps they
will undertake to obtain the information
requested. This is a reasonable approach
in view of the circumstances which apply
to this session and the Prorogation Of
Parliament for five weeks; and I there-
fore support it.

MRl. MENSAROS (Floreat) [11.54 am.):
in view of what the Premier has said, I
seek your guidance, Mr. Chairman. I de-
sire to speak on three or four items on
the Education portfolio.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable
member may speak on the various items
as we come to them.

Mr. MENSAROS: I want to speak about
education generally, but including some
items.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable
member can engage in a general discus-
sion on the part, and he may speak for
30 minutes.

Mr. MENSAROS; Thank you. In his;
Budget speech the then Treasurer Proudly
claimed that the total expenditure on
education, at all levels, will rise this year
by 174 per cent. to $98,000,000. The
Treasurer obviously meant all expenses
within and outside the Education portfolio
under other different departments. This
is a perfectly legitimate exercise which we
on this side of the Chamber often used
when we were in Government and when we
wanted to show the great proportion or
percentage which was spent in the field
of education.

On the other hand we do not know, of
course, what items or what particular parts
the difference between the Education port-
folio and the claimed $98,000,000 Include,
and for this reason I would like to deal
particularly with the approximately
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$83,000,000 vote for the Education port-
folio. This represents 22At per cent, of the
total Budget, a percentage not higher than
the percentage of education expenditure
during the past few years under the Brand
Government-I think it is even lower.

Be that as it may, as I have said, we
do not know the exact items the Treasurer
includes in his $96,000,000. 1 would like
to examine, therefore, only the estimate
of $83,000,000 which is to be spent on
education under part 2-Premier, and
Minister for Education, Environmental
Protection and Cultural Affairs.

The estimate for this portfolio for 1971
is, In round figures, $83,000,000 which is
an increase of $16,650,000 on $66,350,000
which was the actual expenditure for last
year. This represents a 25 per cent, rise
from one year to another compared with
a 221 per cent. rise In the total estimate
of expenditure in the whole of the State.
it can be claimed therefore, I suppose,
that the estimated expenditure for educa-
tion rose by more than the average
expenditure. Yet we must examine on
what this rise will be spent within the
Education portfolio. Of the rise of
$16,650,000, in all estimated expenditure
salaries alone represent $14,100,000
which is 85 per cent, of the total increase
in the Education budget. Compared with
last year's salaries the estimate for salaries
has increased by 264 per cent, against the
total education increase of 25 per cent-

Before someone who is quick enough to
follow this reasoning interjects. I will
freely Admit, ln fact, state, that the
salaried personnel increased from 15,'650
heads to 16,823; that is, by 1,164, or 7.4
per cent. Even if we add the 7.4 per cent.
to the last financial year's actual expendi-
ture on salaries-that is, if we add, in
round figures, $3,963,000 to the $53,550,000.
which was lest year's salaries expenditure
-the result of $57,513,000 represents an
increase of 171 per cent. arriving at the
1971-72 estimate for salaries which is
$67,618,000.

This exercise of recalculating the in-
crease in salaries to the increased personnel
is a very fair gesture on my part to the
Treasurer or Minister for Education, but
it does not mean I would agree to this in-
crease. I think in fact that at a time
when there is a universal bruh-ha-ha
about the lack of availability of funds it
is not the correct policy, especially when
in order to obtain funds we must increase
freights, third party insurance surcharge,
electricity charges, and so on. I wonder ,in those circumstances, whether an in-
crease in salaries, even on a real basis,
can be justified.

The Government did nothing-made no
endeavour whatsoever-to curb these in-
creases in fields where they are determned
by arbitration. in answer to a question I
asked, the Minister for Labour stated that
not once did he intervene in the machin-

cry of arbitration on account of preventing
monetary inflation. He felt obliged to
add to his reply a fact which I knew and
had niot asked: namely, the previous
Government did not do so, either. This
is aL feeble and almost childish excuse be-
cause during the term of the previous Gov-
ernment there was nothing like the gal-
loping inflation there is now.

Nevertheless, in the field of education
where the Minister-or the Government
Itself-makes the determination, increased
salaries are estimated at 26.5, per cent.
over last year's figure for salaries. Even
if we make an adjustment, which I have
tried to wake, and consider the increased
number of personnel, the increase will still
be 174 per cent.

Mr. T. 1). Evans: Does the honourable
member know how teachers' salaries are,
in fact, determined?

Mr. MENSAROS: They were determined
by the Minister the time before.

Mr. T. 1E). Evans: How could the Gov-
ernment intervene? How could the Mini-
later for Labour intervene?

Mr. MENSAROS: This is exactly my
point. The Government can intervene
where determination lies with industrial
arbitration and if determination is associ-
ated with Governmnent it can play a part
in the determination.

However, this increase follows another
which was given not three or four years
ago but, as far as I can recall, less than
18 months ago. Even on that occasion
when salaries were increased it was before
the usual term had expired. For this
reason I think we can justifiably wonder-
my remarks will certainly not be printed
in the Teachers' Journal-how much con-
nection this increase has with the sudden
cessation of the Iortissimo claims about a
crisis in education.

As we all well know, since the Labor
Government took office the cry of "Crisis
in Education" suddenly abated. There is
no crisis any more, but only a lack of funds
from the Commonwealth. I think I pointed
out only last night that should the Com-
monwealth ever have a Laboi Govern-
ment I suppose from the point of view of
the Teachers' Union and all others whg
support that Government everything will
be fine and nice in education and there
will be no room for criticism any more.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Provided such a Gov-
ernment came good with further finance.

Mr. MENSAROS: This is not what we
have experienced. I can-not see that the
present Government has come good in a
period of eight months in all the fields of
education to justify the lack of criticism
compared with the exaggerated criticismn
which existed previously. I do not think
the Goverment could contradict this.

1107
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The Minister used the words, "provided
the Government came good.'" During the
term of the present Government there
have been tremendous increases in teachers'
salaries. I did not want to use the word
"bribery" but I shall to emphasise my
point. Some people could interpret the
Increases as bribery to shut off the criti-
ohsm about a crisis in education.

The increases prompt me to give ex-
pression to another anxiety. We may well
ask: How genuine are the Treasurer's esti-
mates in the portfolio of Education and,
indeed, in the whole of the Budget? The
Treasurer told us that the 1970-71 deficit
was due entirely to unexpected increases
in salaries. He went on to say that for
the present year's estimates, even at the
time when he presented the Budget on the
16th September, 1971, he had to allow
$20,800,000 for the cost of salary and wage
increases awarded up to that point.

The question is: To what extent have
wages and salaries since been increased
and to what extent will they be increased
during the remaining period covered by
this Budget? It is justifiable to ask
whether the amount of $9.400,000. which
the Treasurer anticipated should cover in-
creases at the time he introduced the Bud-
get. will, in fact, be sufficient for future
increases during the financial year. We
must wonder about this when we look at
salary increases, determinations, and
award rates. I endeavoured to ask various
questions to try to ascertain the Govern-
ment's estimate of the cost. I asked one
particular question in connection with the
repeal of a section of the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act. I cannot cite the number
of the section offhand, but perhaps the
Minister for Works could help me on this.
I was told it is not wise to try to estimate
this cost because it may influence the
machinery of arbitration.

Nevertheless, there are serious doubts in
view of what I have said relating to the
Education portfolio. in view of the salary
increases I certainly wonder whether the
total estimate of $9,400,000 will cover all
salary and wage increases which are ac-
tually made during this financial year.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) 112.07 p.m.]: I
consider it is very unsatisfactory that we
are debating the Budget at this time. How-
ever, I wish to make some comments on
three or four matters. Under the heading
of "Premier's Department" the old ques-
tion of the Yundurup canals can be raised.
However. I hope some satisfactory answers
will be given in reply to questions this
afternoon and, for this reason. I will pass
over that subject. If we were discussing
the subject tomorrow instead of today, and
nothing had come forward by way of reply,
I would not be happy at all.

Mr. Court: it can be discussed again
under works.

Mr. RUSHTON: My query relates to the
Public Service Board so far as the ombuds-
man Is concerned. What will happen with
regard to disciplinary action if the ombuds-
man finds a staff member is not acting pro-
perly? If a staff member is found to be
wanting, what action will be possible within
the framework of administration to have
him disciplined, transferred, or replaced? I
hope the Premier will indicate what is in-
tended. If nothing is provided the ombuds-
man will not have much value if he finds
that someone has been guilty of a mis-
demeanour. There must be a remedy.

A most Important item for discussion is
education. I am pleased to see the Min-
ister for Education is in the Chamber. I
consider we are receiving tremendous value
from many of the people within the educa-
tional framework. I have seen evidence
of this on many occasions. I pay credit to
all the people who make their contributions
conscientiously and with tremendous dedi-
cation.

I should like the Minister to comment
on what appears to be a deferment of
maintenance. A programme for building
extensions In my electorate was deferred
this year and, instead, demountable class-
rooms will be used. We will see what the
position is when they are full. The inten-
tion is that the buildings will be cons-
tructed when the children are on site.

This seems rather unwise in an area
where there is a commitment for a known
number of Housing Commission homes. We
will never receive enough money from an
education grant, but we must acknowledge
that there has been a tremendous contribu-
tion towards education in this State. We
should be attempting to improve the situa-
tion. The use of demountable classrooms
and the deferring of the building pro-
gramme in primary and high schools is a
step in the wrong direction. Permanent
buildings should be avatilable for the
students' use. I ask the Minister for some
explaniation of this policy.

Another Item I would like to discuss is
the provision of free books. This question
should be fully investigated. At the mom-
ent it looks as though we are robbing Peter
to pay Paul because the free school books
are being provided at the expense of perm-
anent buildings. It is the Government's
priority, and it is entitled to a choice. How-
ever, most members would agree that
other items are vital to education-build-
ings, equipment, and maintenance of the
grounds. Some ground maintenance is
being carried out, but there are now oc-
casions when the parents and citizens'
associations cannot make their physical1
contributions. This situation must be re-
viewed.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I explained that yester-
day in answer to Your question.

1108
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Mr. RUSHTON: That was in certain
specific cases. r am informing the Minister
of these facts, and I ask him to review the
situation.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Feel free to do so.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am in the field and
I can see what is happening. The parents
and citizens' associations have made a
tremendous contribution to education, and
they are now being asked to find up to
three times the amount of money they
previously provided for certain projects.
This is certainly not satisfactory and I am
sure the Minister will agree 'with me.

Another factor to be considered is the
book industry. In the past school books
contributed considerably to the export
trade of the State. Much of this trade will
be lost under the system of the provision
of free school books. I hope the Minister
will consider this question seriously
because of the repercussions which will
occur. I do not wish to treat it as a political
issue at this stage, but I want to relate it
to the Budget and ask the Minister to look
closely at the loss of trade and the sub-
sequent unemployment. This matter can
be further considered when 'we come to
discuss the Estimates relating to the Gov-
ernment Printer, but that is another item.

I ask the Minister to relate one priority
to the other. In my view, if assistance is
to be granted by way of the provision of
free school books, it should be given to
4th and 5th-year high school students.
Parents of these cildren bear the grea test
burden. My suggestion Is that the Minister
should review this matter and report to
the Chamber.

My last comment deals with environ-
mental Protection. I would like to say a
few 'words to the Minister for Environ-
mental Protection. The issue of the S.EC.
power lines has been thoroughly aired in
this Chamber. In the next session of Parlia-
ment I hope we 'will see a written report
by the Director of Environmental Pro-
tection relating to the question. This is a
vital issue to the State environmentally.
and it Is not sufficent to have a verbal
report from the director. Before we sit
again there is time for the preparation of a
report which members could study. What
does his job actually involve?

Mr. Davies; His Job Is to look at the
Fitzgerald River Reserve, Pacminex, and a
dozen other things.

Mr. RTUSHTON: I have in mind a few
other matters he could consider.

Mr. Davies: The power lines will be up by
the time we come here again.

Mr. Court: That is a very interesting
observation.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Do you want him to
go to the Fitzgerald River Reserve too?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Premier has sin-
cerely Pushed this environmental protec-
tion legislation, but now we want to see
it working. This report should be part of
the work of the environmental Protection
council and it is not too late for the
director to halt a project which he con-
siders unsatisfactory.

I would also ask the Minister for a re-
port relating to environmental Protection
at Long Point. This is a vital issue and
we must bear in mind it is very close to
a large number of residential homes.
Through his organisation the director
should be asked to make a report on what
we can do to Protect the area for the
future.

I would ask the Minister to add Point
Peron to the list. We should have the
director's advice on this area also.

Mr. Jamieson: Why not hand everything
over to Dr. O'Brien? He could run Parlia-
ment as well in his spare time.

Mr. RUSHTON: We have just passed
this legislation.

Mr. Jamieson: You give the man a good
chance to settle in, don't You!

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not being critical.
Mr. Jamieson: You are being impossible,

not critical.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. RUSHTON: The Previous Govern-

ment initiated the legislation. We have
now progressed another step and once the
machinery is set up results can be pro-
duced. I have listed Long Point and Point
Peron for investigation. The Pseminex
Project between Hwinana and Rockingham
must be investigated also: now is the
time to give these areas extra thought.
I do not say it should have the highest
priority because, of course, other areas
need attention, too. However, the environ-
ment of this area could be destroyed and
I hope the Minister will add this site be-
tween Rockinghamn and Kwinana, around
about Governor Road, to the list. I would
like the director to look particularly at
the contemplated loading arrangements for
the alumina.

In conclusion I would just repeat my
plea for a brief explanation from the
Minister on these points.

MRt. MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [12.19
p.m.]: I intended to confine my comments
to division 15 on education. However, as
the member for Floreat has dealt with
manly of the matters I wished to raise I
will go straight ahead with my queries.

In the 1970-71 Estimates the expenditure
on education was $66,340,000. The vote
f or this year is $83,000,000 in round figures.
The member for Floreat made the point
In his summary about the increased
salaries being paid in the Education De-
partment.
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The vote of $67,000,000 for total salaries
for the year 1971-72 is higher than the
actual amount voted last year for Govern-
ment expenditure on education.

Would the Minister kindly explain just
how teachers' salaries are arrived at?
There are members who know how this is
done, but for a clearer understanding
could the Minister indicate this to us and
tell us how the tribunal works? The ex-
penditure for 1970-71 was $53,550,457 and
the vote for 1972 has increased by
$14,000,000 to $67,000,000-odd. It does re-
quire some explanation. This is the point
I wish to make and it follows that raised
by the member for Floreat.

MR. I1. W. MANNING (Wellington)
[12.21 p.m.]: I would like to make a few
comments on environmental protection. In
my travels throughout Australia, and par-
ticularly throughout Western Australia, I
have been amazed to see the number of
old motor vehicles which have been left
lying around the country.

To my mind this is the worst possible
form of environmental desecration; there
is nothing worse than seeing old motor
vehicle bodies turned upsidedown-
whether they be viewed from a railway
coach or from the roadside. If the
Ministry for Environmental. Protection
could take this matter up with a view to
preventing such eyesores being left lying
around, it would be a tremendous step f or-
ward and would help preserve the Aus-
tralian environment.

old, broken-down motor vehicle bodies
are entirely foreign to the natural bush-
land of this country; they look completely
out of place, quite apart from being mast
untidy.

As we all know, in these days there
are so many different ways of controlling
this aspect. I know that it is possible
in Western Australia to crush old vehicle
bodies and feed them back into the blast
furnaces. I notice this is being done with
mietal cans, and so on, and the crushed
material is reused. It is certainly being
done in other countries of the world, and
there is no reason it cannot be done in
Western Australia. Our environment should
be protected from this type of pollution.

There is another point 1 wish to raise
which might perhaps take me out of the
field of environmental protection, but I
feel sure you will bear with me, Mr. Chair-
man. I refer particularly to the tidying-
up of our roadsides. Some co-ordination
should exist between the body controlling
environmental protection and the Main
Roads Department. The Main Roads De-
partment has done some very good work
in cleaning up the timber and bushland
debris, though the department has been
a little late in entering this field of opera-
tion.

The department is now carrying out
tidying-up work which is necessary after
new roads have been constructed. I would
ask that action be taken to clear the debris
from the roadside more quickly, par-
ticularly after new roads have been con-
structed; because the Australian bushland
provides a great deal of natural growth
which restores the vegetation which might
have been destroyed. Accordingly I hope
particular attention will be paid to promot-
ing the restoration of our roadside verges,
and I would be glad if the Minister for
Environmental Protection would take note
of this matter.

These aspects are most important. Old
motor vehicle bodies lying around Western
Australia do nothing to help the tourist
Potential of the State. It has been sug-
gested that the local authorities should
be given the responsibility to carry out
this cleaning-up operation. But someone
must initiate the move. If there is no
public authority to initiate such a move,
it must be done by the Ministry for En-
vironmental Protection. I view this matter
with considerable concern and I hope it
will not be overlooked.

MR. HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe) [12.26
p.mn.): I would again like to talk about
the Patch Theatre, When I spoke about
this Matter yesterday afternoon I said
over and over again that the Government
had withdrawn permission from the Patch
Theatre to tour country schools and by
Way of interjection the Minister 'told me
to be careful.

Subsequently I said that I understood
Permission had been withdrawn by the
Government in which I Played a role. I
have again checked the matter this morn-
ing and I discover Permission was with-
drawn after mid-1971.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Had it previously been
withdrawn during the life of your Gov-
ernment?

M1r. HUTCHINSON: I informed the Min-
ister of that. I cannot say whether prior
to 1969 Permission had been withdrawn,
blut as a result of a request made in 1968
the officers of the Education Department
were put to work to investigate whether
Or not a Programme could be worked out
which would Permit Plays, dramas, and
readings to be conducted at various country
schools.

As a result of that it was decided to in-
troduce such a Programme in 1969. At
the time the National Theatre was already
Presenting Plays in secondary schools. I
pointed out this fact, but despite that,
the Minister, in an answer to a Question I
asked. said the policy followed by the
Education Department was that only one
Organisation served each of the facets of
Culture required by the Education Depart-
ment.
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Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is the policy;
it is laid down as the policy according to
the Director-General of Education.

Mr. HU'TCHINSON, The previous Gov-
ernment saw fit to alter that policy and to
give the Patch Theatre a go at touring
country schools. This was most valuable
for all concerned,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: In whose opinion?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: In the opinion of
the experts of the Education Department.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Oh no.
Mr. HUTCHfINSON: I am telling the

truth.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That was the policy

In accordance with the report given to me:.
because I raised this very question.

Mr. HTUTCHINSON: As I understand the
position, in the report that was submitted
to the Director-General of Education it was
mentioned that the loss of tours of country
schools by Patch Theatre would be a very
bad decision.

Mr. J, T. Tonkin: Who made that report?

Mr. HTrCHINSON: I understand one
of the superintendents, but these facts are
available to the Premier and the Minister
for Education. I would like them to lay
the paper on the Table of the House.

Mr. Bickerton: Like you laid It on -the
Table of the House once.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I did on one occa-
sion.

Mr. May: Not a bad percentage in 12
years.

Mr. Jamieson: What an admission!
Mr. HUCHINSON: I have laid papers

on the Table of the House when requested
by members, but I was referring to one
particular occasion.

Mr. Court: What a memorable occasion
It wasl1

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I have been drawn
to mention this: On that particular occa-
sion the papers which were laid on the
Table of the House included a Cabinet
minute which I had prepared-and it was
a very good minute, Usually one is very
careful to ensure that Cabinet minutes,
which are fairly confidential, are not dis-
played for all to see. In my Cabinet
minute I presented the case, including the
points for and against, and I said there
were probably three courses of action to
be taken. I described them. This file hit
the Table of the House,

On that occasion the present Premier,
who was at the time the Leader of the
Oposition, gleefully read that section of
the Cabinet report in which I pointed out
certain merits that could apply under one
course of action. However, that is by the
by. I would like to know whether the M1in-
ister for Education is prepared to table
this paper. I understand there Is one,

Mr. T. D. Evans., Can you be more
specific and describe this paper? Who is
the author?7

Mr. HUTCHINTSON:. I am not sure of
that. This question was asked of me
when I first referred to this matter. I
am not sure, but I think it was an officer
of the Education Department. He was
asked to make a report. in any case, the
decision was that Patch Theatre should
be given the opportunity to tour country
schools.

Mr. T?. D. Evans: When was that?
Mr. HUTCHINSON: I will tell the Min-

ister: Towards the end of 1968 discussions
began about the desirability of acceding
to a request by Patch Theatre.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: There is one aspect
which interests me. How would you know
that a superintendent of the Education
Department had made such a report?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I did not discover
this information in the same way as the
Present Premier discovered some informa-
tion from an employee of the State Hious-
ing Commission by meeting him at a
street corner in Perth, with something
displayed on the lapel of his coat to in-
dicate that he was Mr. Tonkin, and they
went down the Esplanade together,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is all recorded
in Hansard. That is not news.

Mr. Hutchinson: I did not find out my
information in that way.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Having gone into all
that? how did you find out?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: MY source of in-
formation is sacrosanct.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is good enough
for me.

Mr. HUTCHINSON. What is good
enough for the Premier might not be good
enough for me, because I did not act in
the way that he acted in trying to obtain
information from an employee of the
Housing Commission years ago.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How did you know?
Mr. HUTCHINSON: I will not divulge

the source of my information, but I have
been drawn to the topic of the unsavoury
past. The facts of the matter are that
Patch Theatre conducted tours of country
schools in 1969 and 1970, and in part of
1971. This is a fact which the Minister
for Education disbelieved when I men-
tioned it the other day. in answer to a
question he implied this could not be so,
because there was an outstanding policy
of the Education Department that only
one .organisation could do this work, and
that was the National Theatre.

I have nothing but the greatest admira-
tion f or the National Theatre, but whether
or not this Organisation Is able to cope
with the subject adequately is another
matter entirely.
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Mr. J. T1. Tonkin: Do you doubt it can? have pointed out, the tours of country

Mr. HUTTCHINSON: I believe its activi-
ties would have to be greatly extended; but
if this is to be the case its activities should
not be extended to the detriment of an
organisation like the Patch Theatre which
has done so much for theatres in Western
Australia. Can the Minister deny that?. Is
he ignorant of that fact?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are begging the
question.

Mr. Davies: Patch Theatre is one of
many groups.

Mr. Court: We need many groups to
develop the cultural background of the
community.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I refer the Minis-
ter for Health to my first speech on this
subject.

Mr. navies: You have detailed the ac-
tivities of Patch Theatre in touring the
schools. it is a business enterprise. How
many actors have remained in Western
Australia as a result of what Patch
Theatre has done for them? It has done
as much for theatres in Western Aus-
tralia as the National Theatre or the Old
Mill Theatre. You have said that Patch
Theatre has done a tremendous amount
for the theatres in this State, but It only
did what other groups have done.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Patch Theatre
started in about 1926. That theatre will
be interested to learn of your remarks.

Mr. Davies: There are other groups be-
sides Patch Theatre.

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: Does the Minister
want to know what I have to say, or does
he want me to sit down?

Mr. Davies: I would like you to go on
but talk somne sense.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Patch Theatre
started many years ago. Further to its
work of putting on plays, dramas, and re-
citals in the City arnd in the country be-
fore social organisations and other similar
groups of people, one of its principal aims
and objectives is to ensure that coaching
and teaching of the youth and adults of
the State in all facets of drama and
theatre life are available. Teaching and
education in this field are vital in West-
ern Australia.

If the Minister likes to visit the Patch
Theatre he will find out a lot more about
the activities of this very worth-while
organisation. It does not do him any credit
whatsoever to discredit such a group.-

Mr. Davies: I am not discrediting it. I
amr saying it is one of several similar
groups, and one is no better than another.

Mr. Bickerton: You must know one of
the dancers in the ballet!

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: I do not know about
that, but I have heard that the Minister
can act very well on occasions! As I

schools by the Patch Theatre group are a
vital part of its functions. The group tours
the metropolitan Government and private
schools as well. The teaching and training
of people to become actors, actresses, stage
technicians, and front office assistants.
for theatres is a vital part of our cultural
life. Permission was withdrawn from the
Patch Theatre to tour country schools
because it was thought there were too
many interruptions to classroom life.

Mr. T. D. Evans: As a former teacher,.
would you say this was a valid observation
to make?

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: If the Minister had
read my first speech he would have found
that I commented on this very point.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Would you say we
should take out the other group and sub-
stitute the Patch Theatre?

Mr. O'Neil: It has proved to be ex-
tremely valuable and it is usually related
to a course in English.

Mr. HUITCHINSON: I do not think the
one group can cope with the touring opera-
tions started by the Patch Theatre unless
it extends its activities to a great extent.
I have heard that teachers all over the
State have expressed appreciation of what
was being done. That appreciation will
probably be revealed in departmental files
and I again ask the lvfnfrter to table the
paper about which I speak.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Minister will make
some investigation to try to identify It.
and examine it.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: But when I spoke
about the matter on the first occasion the
Minister told me he would investigate It.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I have called for a
report, and I have a copy of the speech
made by the honourable member last night.
I will obtain a copy of the speech you are
now making and I will have the whole mat-
ter examined.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Very well; the Min-
ister should have said that on the first
occasion.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I have not been given
suficient time. I amr being questioned with-
in 24 hours of the delivery of your first
speech.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I read a lengthy
answer which I received this morning. I
think the situation is unsatisfactory. I do
not want to overload the school curriculumr
because, as an ex-teacher, I realise the
problems which are involved. However, if
the Minister will read my first speech he
will see there is a demand for the present-
ation of plays by people who can make a
Play come to life before a class of child-
ren.

As students and teachers we have ap-
prediated the opportunity to have plays
Presented to our classes. Teachers are
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able to fit these into their programmes.
There are times within the curriculum
when this can be done. I believe closer
liaison should be maintained with teachers
in Government schools who want this
f acility.

Mr. Bickerton: You are making a moun-
tain out of it.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I am not trying to
make anything out of this but I believe a
wrong dccislon has been made. If the
department has made the decision it is
time the Minister looked into it and over-
turned that decision.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Overturn the Govern-
ment?

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: Unfortunately, that
cannot be done. When I asked a question
last night my comment was that the qual-
ity of the answer was very poor. I asked
the Minister for his view and he said the
department was not prepared to reopen the
case.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I have not been given
a great deal of time. The member for
Cottesloe spoke last night and he is speak-
Ing again now. I ask: What opportunity
have I had to do any research?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: My first speech on
this subject was made about 10 days ago.

Mr. T. D3. Evans: Last Thursday.
Mr. Bickerton: When we were in Op-

position we used to wait three months for
a reply to a letter.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Not on the type of
thing which is happening on this occasion.
As a matter of fact, I have already waited
for a period of four or five months for
some things to be done.

Mr. Bickerton: We had some good in-
structors.

Mr. 1HUTCRIINSON: In any case, I think
the Minister for Housing is a bit out of
his depth.

Mr. Bickerton: You will drown with me.
Mr. HUTCHINSON: I hope this situation

will be resolved satisfactorily as far as the
Patch Theatre is concerned. There is
room for both the National Theatre and
the Patch Theatre.

Mr. Davies: That is the answer.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Minister might
easily have gathered that from what I had
been saying previously.

Mr. Davies: I have, and I agree.
Mr. HUJTCHINSON: I hope this en-

couragement will be followed up by the
Minister for Education because there Is no
doubt many schools can include the plays
in their programmes. There will be a lack
of appreciation of drama and theatre un-
less school children have an opportunity
to see worth-while performances-

progress
Progress reported and leave given to

sit again at a later stage of the sitting,
on motion by Mr. Harman.

(Continued on page 1120)

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

STATE FORESTS
Revocation o1 Dedication: Council's

Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred In
the Assembly's resolution.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT DILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.
Sitting suspended from 12.48 to 5.26 p.m.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER
BILL

Conference Managers' Report
MR. J1. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)

[5.26 p.m.l: I wish to report that the con-
ference of managers has been completed,
and agreement has been reached In accord-
ance with the following:-

No. 1.
Legislative Council amendment Is

deleted.
No. 10.

Substitute for Legislative Council
amendment the following:-

Clause 19 subolause (3), lines
27, 28 and 29-Delete all the
words after the word '"fit" dawn
to and including the word "in-
vestigation" and insert in lieu
the passage ". Any person who is
concerned or involved in the in-
vestigation may be represented
by Counsel or otherwise."

No. 11.
Substitute for the Legislative Coun-

cil amendment the following:-
Clause 25, page 21, line 2-In-

sert after the word "comment"
the words "defamatory of or".

No. 19.
Legislative

agreed to.
No. 23.

Legislative
agreed to.

r move-

Council amendment

Council amendment

That the report be adopted,
Question Put and passed and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.
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MARKETING OF LINSEED ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.

QUESTIONS (22): ON NOTICE
1, STAMP DUTY ON RECEIPTS

Refunds: Small Purchasers
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Treas-
urer:
(1) Will he agree that the money to

be used in refunding receipts duty
belongs to the people of the State
or has he another source of funds?

('2) Does he expect the amounts re-
funded to be Passed on to the
small purchaser who is one of
those contributing to the funds
used in making payment?

(3) How will a business making num-
erous cash sales ascertain who Is
entitled to the refund?

(4) If these cannot be traced what
does he expect the recipient of
his bounty to do with the refund?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) No. The money to be used is

money received by the Govern-
ment of which the Member was a
supporter and which was a tax
which the.High Court decided was
not legally exigible.

(2) 1 am not given to speculation and
therefore have no expectations in
regard to this matter.

(3) Business proprietors will have to
establish their claims to refunds.
Doubtless if they wish to return
the money received they will have
a number of ways available to
them.

(4) I leave the answer to this question
to the Member's imagination. He
may be enabled to reach the right
conclusion by asking himself what
he would do in the same circum-
stances.

2. wool,
Transport from North-West

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Transport:

What permit fee is Paid by haul-
iers of wool-
(a) from pastoral areas in the

north-west to Geraldton for
rail to Fremantle;

(b) from the same areas by road
to Fremantle?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(a) Up to 50 miles-.O cents per

bale.
Up to 150 znles--20 cents per
bale,

3.

4.

Over 150 miles-SO0 cents per
bale.

(b) 30 cents per bale.

NOXIOUS WEED
Paterson's Curse

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Is the noxious weed Paterson's

Curse growing within the metro-
politan area?

(2) If so, whose responsibility Is it to
destroy the weed?

(3) If the Agriculture Protection
Board destroys the weed is a re-
coup made by local authorities?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Local authorities. Government de-

partments and persons who occupy
the land on which the weed is
growing.

(3) Where the Agriculture Protection
Board undertakes work on behalf
of local authorities, a charge Is
made for materials and services.

ROADS
Mitchell Plateau Settlement

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Works:

What plans does the Government
have for the provision of reason-
able road access to the proposed
settlement at Mitchell Plateau?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
Under the agreement between the
Government and the company the
State has no obligation to provide
road access to the Mitchell Plateau
development.

DENTIST
Derby

Mr. RIDGE. to the Minister for
Health:

In view of the apparent necessity
for the Derby dentist to register
his patients for treatment up to
five months alter they seek an
appointment, will he authorise
additional help for the resident
practitioner?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
Additional professional staff has
been available to the Derby dental
clinic for the period 27th October,
1971 to 28th November, 1971.
Additional staff will also be avail-
able periodically in the future.
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8. ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR
SERVICE

KimbeTley Area: Aircraft
Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is he aware if the Victorian sec-

tion of the Royal Flying Doctor
Service has been successful in its
efforts to secure a second aircraft
for its Kimberley operations?

(2) If so-
(a) what type of aircraft is it;
(b) is it pressurised;
(c) when will it be available for

service in the East Kimberley
area?

(3) Has the Queenair aircraft which
was damaged by fire on 19th
October been repaired and re-
turned to service?

(4) If "No" when are repairs expected
to be completed?

(5) Has the cause of the fire been
determined?

Mr. DA~
(1) Yes.
(2) (a)

FIES replied:

Quetnair model 70.
(b) No.
(c) In service from

November, 1971.
(3) No.
(4) Within 5 or 6 weeks.
(5) No.

the 16th

ELECTORAL
Redistribution of Boundaries

Mr. RUTSHTON, to the Attorney-Gen-
eral:
(1) Will he advise when the electoral

boundary commissioners expect to
release the results of their delib-
erations regarding redistribution
of electoral boundaries?

(2) What are the numbers of electors
registered in each of the Legis-
lative Assembly and Council elec-
torates and provinces?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Publication of the proposals is

expected early in the New Year.
(2) The undermentioned were the en-

rolment figures for each of the
Legislative Assembly Districts and
the Legislative Council Provinces
as at the 6th December, 1971.
Legislative Assembly Districts-

Ascot..
Balcat~a
Belmont
Canning
Clontarf
Cockburn
Cottesioe
East Melville

Floreat ... ..
Fremantle ... ..
Karrinyup
Maylands ..
Melville ..
Mirrabooka... ..
Mount Hawthorn
Mount Lawley
Nedlands ... ..
Perth ..
South Perth... ..
Subiaco ... ..
Swan Pr.
Victoria Pr
Wembley ... ..
Albany
Avon .. ..
Blackwood
Boulder-Dundas
Bunbury
Collie
Dale ..
Darling Range ..
Geraldton ... ..
Greenough ..
Kalgoorlie
Katanning ..
Merredin-Vilgarn
Moore .. .
Mount Marshall
Murray
Narrogin ... ..
Northam
Roe
Stirling .. ..
Toodysy
Vasse
Warren
Wellington
Gascoyne
Kimberley
Murchison-Eyre ..
Pilbara ..

Legislative Council Prov
Central ..
Lower Central .
Lower North ..
Lower West ..
Metropolitan
North..
North Metropolitan
North-East Metropoli-

tan
South
South Metropolitan
South-East ..
South-East Metropoli-

tan ..
South-West
Upper West
W est... ..

8.
... 14,691
* . 21,856

15.201
.... .... 23,531

* . 15,557
21,405
13,984

... 16,811

13,648
12,644
16,828
13,258
13,864
21,254
13,806
14,034
12,879
10,777
13,315
13,152
16,037
13,276
16,473

6,629
6,007
6,082
6,557
7,730
5,754

13,800
11,237

7,886
7,116
6,471
6,180
7,716
8,892
6,308
8,741
6,497
6,453
8,626
7,425
7,779
6,752
6,666
7.141
3,469
3,274
1,823
8,301

inces-
18,768
18,431
5,292

23,612
64,440
9,575

82,997

80,441
22,680
64,724
20,144

65,679
19,500
23 .894
32,816

BUILDING BLOCKS
Karragullen

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Lands:*
(1) Will he advise the progress made

in having the announced subdiv-
ided building blocks released at
Karragullen?
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(2) What are the department's in-
tentions as to the release of these
blocks?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) A possible subdivision of resi-

dential lots In Karragullen has
been considered, Representations
have been received from the shire
council that services should first
be available, before release. The
Metropolitan Water Supply Board
has indicated that water supply
alone would cost about $5,000 per
block, and has expressed concern
also at this proposal to increase
residential development alongside
active catchments.

(2) The release will not be proceeded
with in the near future.

9. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
Mafia-like Tactics: Records

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Premier:
Is there any evidence on record in
the files of the Department of
Development and Decentralisation,
the Department of Mines, or any
other Government department, of
"mafia-like" tactics having been
used against the Premier of the
previous Government, or the Min-
ister for Mines or other Ministers
in that Government?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
Not so far as is known.

10. MINES DEPARTMENT
Leakage of Confidential In formation

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Will he lay on the Table of the

House Information which will sup-
port his allegation that he "has
been surprised at the short time It
takes for information in confi-
dential letters to get into the
hands of Hanwright and subse-
quently into the press"?

(2) What specific leakages was be
referring to, and what were the
circumstances in which they
occurred?

(3) What action was taken in con-
nection with the leakages and was
anyone disciplined as a result?

(4) What action was taken to prevent
a recurrence of similar leakages?

(5) When was such action taken?
(6) Is there any evidence at all to

establish that Hanwright was in-
volved in the leakages?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) to (6) For the information of the

member steps taken within the
Mines Department to ensure
greater security have, as far as
can be judged, been successful.

It is not proposed to disclose
further information on this sub-
ject in view of the confidential
negotiations currently being trans-
acted with large overseas and local
companies.

11. WATER SUPPLIES
Sand Pit at Kelmscott

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What is the cubic yardage of sand

for each of the past three yeas.
which has been used from the
water board's Lilian Avenue sand
pit at Kelmscott?

(2) Will he advise of any further pro-
gress towards release of this sand
pit for recreational development
and usage?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) This information is not available

but the sand taken from the pit
each year is fairly small at the
present time.

(2) No progress has taken place since
replies were given to the Member's
questions on the 8th August, 1971.

12,

13.

EDUCATION
Demountables Classrooms

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many demountable class-

rooms has the department ordered
this year?

(2) What number of demountable
classrooms are-
(a) in use at present:
(b) estimated to be In use at the

beginning of the 1972 school
year;

(c) to be available but in reserve
at 7th February, 1972?

Mr. T. 0. EVANS replied:
(1) 15 type B (north-west) demount-

able and 3 type A (ordinary) de-
mountable.

(2) (a) 272.
(W) 290.
(c) It in not anticipated that there

will be any reserve on the re-
opening of schools with the
possible exception of two
rooms at Ord River.

EDUCATION
Swanbourne High School

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

In view of the then Minister for
Education's reply to my question
regarding enclosure of 'walk ways.
at the Swanbourne High School
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(see Hansard 1970 volume 186,
page 3518) could he give informa-
tion as to what progress has been
made In this matter?

Mr. T. D. EVANS repied:
The Public Works Department has
advised the Education Department
that a covered walkway to the
canteen would cost approximately
$5,400.
The work was considered in the
1970-71 minor capital works pro-
gramme but was considered to be
a lower priority than many other
more urgent needs.
The provision of a walkway will be
re-considered in the 1972-73 pro-
gramme when the extent of funds
are known and priorities assessed.

14. FIREARMS
Meetings of Ministers

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police:
(1) When did the State and Common-

wealth Ministers responsible for
firearms control last meet?

(2) Was any decision reached at such
meeting to examine respective
legislation in view of achieving
uniformity in some aspects?

(3) If (2) is "Yes" would he kindly
enlarge on this subject?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) 21st August, 1970.
(2) Yes.
(3) A sub-committee 'was formed and

is9 in the process of preparing
draft legislation.
A meeting was held with repre-
sentatfves of the firearms trade,
Commonwealth and State offices,
in Sydney in February, 1971, on
the subject of safety testing of
firearms.

15. COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL HOSTEL
Merredin

Mr. BROWN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it proposed to erect further

temporary accommodation at the
Saint Michael Hostel at Merredin
for the commencement of the 1972
school year?

(2) Will the dining room, kitchen and
toilet facilities be extended to
cater for the additional numbers?

(3) Will firm plans be prepared for
the hostel to be expanded in. con-
formity with its original concept?

Mr. T1. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The Country High School Hostels

Authority Is prepared to provide
a prefabricated dormitory for a

16.

further 10 students if a request is
received from the local board of
management.

(2) No.
(3) The authority wifl give considera-

tion to expanding hostel facilities
at Merredin when the building
programme for 1972-73 is being
prepared.

EDUCATION
Junior and Leaving Examination Fees
Mr. BROWN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many students paid late fees

in 1971 for-
(a) junior examinations;
(b) leaving examinations?

(2) What was the total sum paid in
late entry fees for-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) country areas?

Mr. T2. D. EVANS replied:
(1) (a) A total of 171 students sub-

mitted late entries to the
junior examination.

(b) A total of 119 students sub-
pnitted late entries to the leav-
inig examination. A further
663 students changed their
original entry to the junior
examination and a further 254
students changed their orig-
inal entry to the Ieavig
examination.
The total number of changes
of entry and late entries for
1971, is 1,207.

(2) Information to answer this ques-
lion is not readily available. An
answer could be given but would
involve an individual check of
31,044 entry forms.
The total sum received from can-
didates who submitted either a
change of entry or late entry for
either the junior or leaving exam-
inations is $6,109.
Based on the over-all ratio of
change of entries to late entries
means approximately 61 students
did not pay a fee to submit a late
entry or change of entry because
of their inability to do so or for
other reasons.

17. WHEAT
Quotas

Mr. MePHARLIN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

As the answer to part (2) of ques-
tion 7 on 8th December relating to
wheat quotas was "Yes", what
category do these farms come in-
to?
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Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
Both old and new land farms cate-
gories.

18. ABATTOIRS
Government Assistance: Requests
Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) How many requests has his de-

partment received for assistance
to build abattoirs in Western Aus-
tralia since he has been Minister?

(2) Will he name the parties concern-
ed and the location they hoped to
build on?

(3) (a) Has he indicated the Govern-
ment would guarantee any of
these projects;

(b) if so, to what extent?
Mr. GRAHAM replied:

On the assumption that by "build"
the Member also means up-grade
or otherwise financially assist, the
answers are:
(1) Eight.
(2) Gibson--Carnarvon Butchers

-Carnarvon, Kimnberley
Meats P ty. Limited-
Broome, Pinjarra Abattoirs
Pty Ltd.-North Dandalup,
Southern Meat Packers Ltd.-
Katanning, T.L.C-U.F.G.A.
Co-operative Meat Sales--
Boyup Brook and Swinana.
Wannerco Meat Works Ltd.-
Wanneroo, Wyndham Meat
Pty. Lhnited-Wyndbamn (2).

(3) (a) Yes.
(b) Gibson-Carnarvon But-

chers-$25,000, Southern
Meat Packers Ltd.-
$800,000. Wyndham Meat
Pty, Limited-$600,O00.

19. MIDLAND JUNCTION ABATTOIR
Financial Losses 1968 to 1971

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

What has been the total annual
loss at Midland abattoir for the
years 1968-69, 1969-70 and 1.970-
71?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:,
Midland Junction Abattoir Board
1968-69 net profit, $35,014.
1969-70 net loss. $307,273.
1970-71 net los, $721,431.

20. MIDLAND RAILWAY STATION
Car Park

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Railways:

In view of the shortage of parking
space at the Midland railway
station for cars of railway corn-

mnuters, will he ensure adequate
provision is made for current and
future requirements before old
Midland Railway land Is subdiv-
ided for sale or leasing to private
purchasers?

Mr. MAY replied:
The department's proposals for
disposal of land at Midland will
have due regard for the need f or
additional commuter parking
space.

21. MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Contractors, and New Equipment

Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Minister
for Works:.
(1) (a) Has the policy of engaging

contractors to carry out work
for the Main Roads Depart-
ment been substituted for one
of more work being done by
the department itself;

(b) is it proposed to increase the
proportion of work to be done
departmentally?

(2) What is the total cost of new
equipment in each of the financial
years--
(a) 1968-69;
(b) 1969-70;
(c) 1970-71;
(d) 1971-72?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) (a) and (bi) It is Glovernment

policy that where practicable
departmental works will be
carried out by day labour.
However, this policy has not
led to any substantial reduc-
tion in work let to contract
by the Main Roads Depart-
ment.

(2) (a) 1968-69--$900,102.
(b) 1969-70-$,016,753.

(d) 1971-72-$1,122,460 (to
30/11/71).
These figures Include amounts
spent on the replacement of
worn out plant.

22. INDUSTRY (ADVANCES) ACT
Guarantees and Loans: 1959 to 1971
Mr. HARMAN, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisa tion:

What guarantees or loans were
advanced or agreed to by the
previous Government when In
office from 2nd April, 1959 to 3rd
March, 1971, in particular-
(a) to whom were they made;
(b) the amount in each case:
(c) the purpose in each case?
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Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(a) to (c) The answers are given

on the tabled list, which totals
186 industries and involves a
total sum of $99,075,000.

I might add the list ranges from
laundries, caravan parks, and
hotels, to the usual industries.

The list was tabled.

QUESTIONS (4): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. YUNDURUP CANALS DEVELOPMENT

Government Guarantee
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Will he make available to the
House the reports and information
relating to the Government enter-
ing into a guarantee for $1,750,000
in favour of the Yundurup canals
project-
(a) Treasury report;
(b) Rural and Industries Bank

report;
(c) letter dated the 26th March,

1970, by the then Premier to
Yundurup Delta Society;

(d) financial viability of the
Yundurup canals project on
the 3rd September, 1970; and

(e) loss of financial viability after
December, 1970?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
rerblid

On behalf of the Premier, the
answer to the question is, "No."
for reasons somewhat similar to
those I shall supply to the honour-
able member in reply to a question
which I understand he intends to
ask me shortly.

2. YUNDURUP CANALS
DEVELOPMENT

Government Guarantee
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

In response to the invitation from
the Minister. I ask: Will he make
available to the House the depart-
ment's reports relating to the
Yundurup canals Project and the
granting by the Government of
the guarantee for $1,750,000?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
No. It will be appreciated that
there are papers containing many
references to confidential Personal
and business affairs. To reveal
papers under such circumstances
would constitute a breach of faith
and would no doubt create con-
cern on the part of all those who
have been Involved in the many

* hundreds of approaches that have

3.

been made for financial assist-
ance, and could deter others in
the future to the very real detri-
ment of the State. However, for
the information of the honourable
member I will quote two extracts
from submissions made to me. I
quote:

"Provided the project can be
completed within the estimates
there appears to be adequate
security for the sum to be
guaranteed."-Signed T. J.
Lewis, Director. 23rd September,
191

Again I quote:
"It is recommended that you
approve of financial assistance
by way of Government guaran-
tee for the sum of $1,600,000 to
be granted to Watters Holdings
Pty. Ltd."--Signed T. J. Lewis,
Director. 26th October. 1971.

I might add there is a slight in-
crease in the amount which Is
quoted on account of certain con-
siderations which I need not go
into. but which were at the insti-
gation of the Treasury Depart-
ment.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT

Contractors, and New Equipment
Mr. COURT. to the Minister for
Works:

On behalf of the Leader of the
Opposition, and referring to part
(2) (d) of question 21 on today's
notice paper, the minister gave
the figure of $1,122,469 for
1971-72, and then in brackets the
date, the 30th November, 1971.
Could the Minister please ascer-
tain and advise the House to-
morrow an estimate of the total
expenditure that is planned for
the year 1971-72? That is the
figure the Leader of the Opposi-
tion Is seeking.
I do not expect the Minister to
have the figures in his possession
at the moment.

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
I think it will be agreed it is
physically impossible for me to
provide the answer today, having
regard for the time. I will obtain
the answer for tomorrow but I
should Imagine most of the figures
would be tied up in the amounts
already listed because most of this
plant for development projects is
bought early in the financial year.
I will obtain the estimated figure
for the whole of this financial
year.
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4. YUNDURtIP CANALS
DEVELOIPMENT

AvailabiityJ of File
Mr. RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Lands:

Will he make available to the
House the file relating to the
Yundunip canals project?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
The relevant papers are available
in my office for personal perusal
by the honourable member and
any other member at any time.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting. The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Batemian) in the Chair; Mr. T, D. Evans
(Minister for Education) in charge of the
Bill.

Part 2: Premier and Minister for Educa-
tion, Environmental Protection and Cul-
tural Affairs-

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on Part 2: Premier and Minister for Educa-
tion, Environmental Protection and Cul-
tural Affairs.

MR. RIDGE (Kimberley) t5.48 p.m.]: I
understand the areas of Pemberton and
Esperance are served by the Education De-
partment with camp schools for school
children. As far as the metropolitan area
land other areas of the State are concerned,
there is a camp at Point Peron. Only a
very small percentage of the children from
the north of the State have the opportunity
to attend camp schools, because of the
limited social opportunities and the high
cost of travel from the north. For this
reason, very few children from the north
have the opportunity to have a holiday
away from their particular towns until they
are quite old.

I suggest this emphasises the need for a
camp school somewhere in the north of
Western Australia. I can think of no place
better suited for it than Broome where the
beaches are clean, the water is clear, and
the climate is comfortably warm through-
out the year. Broome is centrally situated
to service both the Kimberley and Pilbara
regions.

I am aware that officers from the north-
west have strongly supported a proposal
for a camp school in Broome. Although
offers of help have come from many
quarters, including from the parents
throughout the area. I believe the Educa-
tion Department stands firm in its opposi-
tion to this proposal. If a camp school
were established in Broome, I believe there
would be no necessity for its use to be
restricted to a few weeks of the year. I
am quite sure that apart from being used

by Government and private schools
throughout the year it could be used by
the School of the Air in the Pilbara and
the Kimnberley, and by youth organisations
such as the boy scouts and the girl guides.
It could also be used for special camps and
remedial classes, particularly for Aboriginal
children, and for holiday camps for station
people and People from mining areas.

I do not think this needs to be a Par-
ticularly expensive project, as has been
suggested, because I understand that ser-
vice organisations in the Pilbara and Kim-
berley areas have indicated they would be
prepared to support the project and help
to get it off the ground-organisations
such as the Apex clubs in Derby and Port
Hedland. the Lions clubs in Derby, Broome,
and Port Hedland, the parents and citi-
zens' associations, the Parents and friends'
associations, and so forth.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Does the honourable
member make any comment about a build-
ing at Cable Beach, which is now in rather
poor condition?

Mr. RIDGE: I will come to that. Quite
apart from the fact that the local organisa-
tions are prepared to help, I understand
one of the major Iron ore companies in
the north Is prepared to make a sub-
stantial contribution towards getting this
project off the ground. I do not know
how substantial the contribution would be,
but the company is prepared to participate
in the scheme, which makes it well worth
while having a go at it.

I understand a citizen of Broome has
recently relinquished the lease of a pro-
perty at Cable Beach. Re has said he is
prepared to leave certain improvements
on the property, without any compensation
to him, if the Education Department will
take them over and use the area for a
school camp. As far as I know there are
three bores which will provide a good supply
of water: there is an old house with a
detached kitchen; there are something like
three septic tank toilets, and certain other
Improvements which he is prepared to
leave there.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I made an inspection
of this site earlier this year.

Mr. RIDGE: I am assuming from the
Minister's comment that he Is not par-
ticularly happy about the buildings.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I did not say that.
Mr. RIDGE: I was only assuming that.

I have had a look at the buildings, Per-
haps they are not in the best condition
but in my opinion the area, is ideal. I
think this would be a wonderful opportun-
ity for Project groups from various
schools throughout the area, particularly
for secondary school students, and I would
assume they would be predomninantiy
Aboriginal lads who would be able to do a
certain amount of work in the area by way
of improving the grounds, and so forth. Of
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course, it would be a very useful exercise
in living under conditions where they
have fairly strict supervision by a teacher.

One of the great advantages of the
Broome area is that the climate would
allow the facilities to be used for almost
12 months of the year. Despite the fact
that there is so much in favour of this
project, I am told on very good authority
that the Education Department is op-
posed to it. purely and simply because of
the cost of providing the facilities that
would be required. However, certain or-
ganisations throughout the north are Pre-
Pared to help to get the project off the
ground. All I am asking at this stage is
that the Minister Intervene to ensure the
project is not scrubbed before it is given
a reasonable trial.

MR. W. G. YOUNG (Roe) [5.55 p.m.): I
would like to make a few brief remarks
on division No. 15, education. My re-
marks will be confined to the operation
of school buses. I have made contact
with the Minister regarding this subject
and he haps agreed to have a look at it,
so I am in no way critical of his depart-
ment.

For the record I would like to point out
the increasing difficulty families in country
areas are experiencing in getting their
children to school because of the drift of
population from country areas, primarily
of married couples with families who were
working on farms and have left the area.
This has caused a reduction in numbers
on some of the school bus routes. As
school buses are provided only when there
are at least 12 children using the service,
some areas are finding it increasingly diffi-
cult to provide the required number. I am
aware that a subsidised car system oper-
ates but in most cases this is not entirely
satisfactory. In one area the number of
children is short by only one or two. The
school bus contractor is Probably running
the school bus as a secondary line to some
other business. If he lost the school bus
contract his other business would probably
also be in danger, which would mean the
town business as well as the school bus
would go out of operation.

Where a bus is operating. I think the
Minister could give consideration to main-
taining the service provided there is a
possibility of the numbers being built up
in years to come. If the number of child-
ren is lower than 12 in certain cases,
it does not necessarily mean an opening
of the floodgates enabling areas that have
not had school buses In the past to be
able to get buses for a reduced number
of children. I am suggesting that where
a contract exists and a bus is in opera-
tion, the Minister could take a sympa-
thetic view of the situation and allow the
bus to continue operating with a lesser
number of children for one or two Years

until the situation in the country resolves
itself and it will be known whether there
will be a future for the bus or whether
it will be necessary to operate a subsidised
car system.

MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [5.57 p.m.]:
I would like to ask the Minister whether.
when he is replying, he could give us an
indication of an easing of the policy of the
department in relation to the provision
of canteens in primary schools, although
I know finance will be a problem. Can-
teens are generally provided In secondary
schools but for some reason the depart-
inent will not agree to providing canteens
in primary schools.

In the last few years, two new primary
schools have been built in Bunbury, and
no provision whatsoever has been made
for canteens. Adam Road School is only
a stone's throw from Newton Moore High
School, yet the high school has a canteen
but the Adam Road School has not, being
a primary school. We approached the de-
partment to convert an unused cloakroom
into a canteen. The answer was, "No,"
but it would be all right if we called it a
"food preparation area." That cloakroom
is now a food preparation area. I am not
sure of the difference, apart from the
name.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It might be like the
swimming pool at a certain prison in Bun-
bury.

Mr. WILLIAMS: That is right. At
Carey Park School-whicho is about 15 or
16 years old and was built in the days of
timber and asbestos schools--it is desired
'o convert a cloakroom into a canteen, but
permission was not granted. There was
no problem regarding facilities such as
sinks and flyscreens for windows and doors.
but the stock reply from the department
was that this was a cloakroom.

Several members of the House have
young children, as do some of the officers
of the department. I think these days
most parents will agree that raincoats are
a thing of the Past. If one asks a child
of about seven or eight years of age to
wear a raincoat these days, one is told it
is not on. As they get older they tend to
Prefer to get wet rather than wear rain-
coats.

Mr. ONeil: The older they get the wet-
ter they get!

Mr. WILLIAMS: Children refuse to wear
raincoats. In many cases they take them
to school in their bags, and that is where
they remain. I have visited schools on
a winter's day and found hardly a rain-
coat In the cloakrooms. I would like the
department to adopt a more lenient atti-
tude towards parents and citizens' associa-
tions because they are paying a large
proportion of the cost of the conversion
of cloakrooms to canteens. When new
schools are being built, and especially in
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the case of primary schools which are
being built in stages, such as the Adam
Road and the Cooinda Schools in BunburY,
if the parents and citizens' association
concerned has insufficient money at the
time it should be able to have a say in
the design of the school in relation to the
establishment of a canteen.

I think it would be much cheaper to Plan
Zor a canteen in the original design of a
school. If this were done time would be
saved, it would be more convenient, and
the canteen would be better Planned f or
the children and the parents who are re-
quired to staff it.

Referring back to the Carey Park School
-and no doubt a similar situation occurs
in other schools throughout the State-as
a result of that school's grading It receives
a certain sum of money each year for
library books. This school is now getting
to the stage where there is not enough
room to keep the books which are Pur-
chased. There are several rooms such as
cloakrooms which the parents and citizens'
association is prepared to convert, but the
department says they cannot be converted
because they are cloakrooms. I would like
the Minister to investigate and comment
on this matter.

The other subject to which I wish to
refer is dyslexia. Last year the previous
Minister for Education-the member for
Moore-agreed to set up an advisory coun-
cil for dyslexia. I am aware that there
is much argument and discussion from
time to time about the word "dyslexia."
Apparently it is derived from a Greek word
meaning distortion of words. I have a
personal knowledge of this matter and so
have a number of my friends. The problem
is largely hereditary: it is not a disease or
a form of slow iearning. It is a matter
of a child seeing or hearing a word and
experiencing difficulty In transferring it to
the brain and being able to speak or write
it.Z

To give an example with which I am
personally concerned, a child when read-
ig may see the word "saw" and transfer

It to his brain as "was." I do not say that
every dyslexic child does that, but the one
to which I refer does.

Mr, Lewis: Faulty communication.
Mr. WILLIAMS: That is right. It is

much the same as a computer getting
mixed up. It is most distressing to parents.
I would like to draw the Minister's atten-
tion to a book-a complimentary copy was
sent to me--entitled Dyslexia. on the
cover it is stated that it is an introduction
to causes and treatment with special re-
ference to management in the secondary
school. The book was written by Jeffrey
and Margaret White. Jeffrey White is a
psychiatrist in West Perth, and Margaret
Is his wife. They have made a very Per-
sonal and close study of this problem for
the same reason as I have-although they

have studied it, of course, in a, professional
way. I would recommend that the Minis-
ter, and also the guidance People, read
the book, if they have not already done
so. Of course, it refers mainly to the
problem in secondary schools; however,, if
the problem can be detected at the prim-
ary school level I believe in as many as
80 to 85 per cent, of the cases it can be
corrected and consequently does not occur
again in secondary schools.

I happened to notice the problem in one
of my boys, purely by chance. In his early
years at primary school we thought
he was bone lazy, and this is a feel-
ing common amongst parents of such
children. During his first two years
of primary school my son received
glowing reports on his reading ability.
When we received his first report in third
grade we found all his marks were about
as low as they could possibly be. It was
then we realised that something was wrong.
We took him to Miss Jones in the guidance
section. She thought dyslexia was the
problem and referred us to Dr. White. He
diagnosed dyslexia, and referred us to other
doctors to see whether there was anything
actually wrong with the child's brain which
could be fixed by surgery.

Many children grow out of the problem.
However it is far better to spend more
time, money, and research to detect the
problem even before the child attends
school-if possible in the kindergartens-
than it is tb wait until it becomes evident.
If the problem can be detected, at least
in the first year of school, much frustra-
tion is saved the teachers and parents,
and a feeling of discontent with school
can be avoided in the child. No doubt the
Minister is aware of this and he is prob-
ably quite interested in it. I would like
to see the advisory council fostered to a
far greater degree. I would also like to
see greater co-operation between the de-
partment and the council, perhaps even
to the point of training students in the
training colleges to recognise this problem
so that they may go around the schools
and diagnose cases where possible, thereby
solving the problem in its early stages. I
would like to hear the Minister's comments
on those two subjects.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-fleputy Leader
of the Opposition) [6.07 p.m.): I would
like to make some comments relating to
a number of matters whilst speaking to
this part. Perhaps I should enumerate
them now to enable the appropriate Minis-
ters to take note. Firstly I wish to refer
to the London and Tokyo Agencies,
secondly to the Education portfolio, and
thirdly I wish to make some brief com-
ments in regard to the Environmental
Protection Portfolio.

Dealing firstly with the matter of the
London Agency, I would like to feel that
its function is under review as I san quite
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certain there will be a new lease of life
and new purpose in this agency if we are
going to get the full benefit after Britain's
entry into the Common market. Some
people are apprehensive about the Com-
mon Market, but those of us who have had
to study it closely and know something of
what will happen under the new set-up.
and what happened when the original
members of the Common Market hit their
straps, appreciate that there is not only
a lot of capital but also a great deal of
trade to be gained by us.

It goes without saying that we will have
an expanded market for minerals and
metals; but I am not pessimistic about
our opportunity to sell food and fibre in
those countries. If one studies the inter-
nal changes which are taking place in those
countries one will appreciate the fact that
they will need to be large buyers of food
and fibre, quite apart from minerals and
metals. I know one can build up a case
to the contrary in respect of some of the
agricultural economies of Britain and
Europe, but when one studies them closely
one sees that changes are occurring.

For instance, the French are to
modernise their farming techniques, and
they will take away from farming a large
number of people who will be transferred
to industry. Admittedly the remaining
people in farming pursuits will be more
efficient, more mechanised, and more pro-
ductive; but in view of the fact that the
people who will be taken out of farming
over the next 10 years will be going Into
industries in which they will have larger
and more assured incomes, obviously they
will need more food, clothing, and shelter.

Mr. Jamieson: I am glad you have made
a study of this. We will have to give
serious consideration to making you the
next Agent-General. Keep up your studies.

Mr. COURT: At the moment I am not
vitally interested in becoming the Agent-
General. However, I thank the Minister
for the thought. To return to my point:
It was revealed in statistics some few
months ago that the French will take some
2,000,000 people out of farming in the nest
10 years. That is 200,000 people a year
who will be transferred to industry. I
repeat those people will receive more as-
sured and larger incomes, which will enable
them to buy more food, fibre, and all the
other necessities of life.

I also believe that the tendency for in-
vestment from Britain and Europe over
the next 10 years will increase. Therefore,
it is important that we take full advantage
of that fact to Induce them to come to
Western Australia as joint venturers in
a number of projects, and particularly in
the processing of things such as metals.
If possible, I believe we will also want to
attract them here to help proess some
of our primary products. I do not pro-
pose to go into a great deal of detail about
some of the ideas which I think we must
pursue in Britain and Japan with regard

to the processing of our primary products
-such as wool-by way of joint ventures
In Australia, because members have al-
ready heard me speak on that.

I would like to hear from the appropriate
Minister whether any survey has been
made of the future role of the London
Agency, having regard for the new rela-
tionship resulting from the entry of
Britain into the Common Market. I still
believe that London is the best place in)
which to tackle this. I foresee there will
be a change of staff in the London office
and there will be a greater preponderance
of people who are oriented towards attract-
ing capital and trade.

This leads me to the Tokyo Agency,
which is largely experimental. One has
only to speak to industrialists or commer-
cial men who have been to Tokyo since
Mr. Slade has been there to find that Mr.
Blade has represented us very well. Hie
is a gentleman with a remarkable charac-
teristic of being able to deal In the sort
of circles which might attract finance and,
at the same time, being able to deal equally
flexibly in the marketplace. Not many
people have this capacity, and I would
like to ascertain from the Government
whether it plans to make the Tokyo
Agency a more permanent installation-
bearing in mind that it was largely an
ad hoc set-up-and whether it has any
ideas about Mr. S lade's future.

This also leads logically to the other
question which has been temporarily de-
ferred, but which is correlated; namely,
representation in Singapore and Djakarta.
There are reasons why this was deferred,
and if I remember correctly the Govern-
ment anticipated that it would make a
decision on the matter before the end of
this year. I believe we should be prepared
to have officers such as those in Tokyo in
both Singapore and Djakarta because it Is
in those places that a large part of our
future influence will lie as far a~s trading
and Ioint ventures are concerned. It will
be a ease of the joint venturers being the
other 'Way round; in the case of Britain
and Europe we are looking for people to
come here as joint venturers, whereas
Australians will go to those South-East
Asian countries as joint venturers.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pi.

Mr. COURT: Before the tea suspension
I was dealing with a number of matters
that come under part 2 of the Estimates
and, in particular, I was dealing with the
London Agency and the Tokyo Agency and
the desirability of establishing a similar
type of office In Singapore and Djakarta.
I am referring to the fact that the Gov-
ermnent was to make an announcement on
establishing an offce at Singapore and
Djakarta at the end of this year. I would
like to hear some comments on the new
role of the London Agency and the pos-
sibilities in the future of offices being
established at Singapore and Djakarta.
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We have to become aggressive for two
reasons; one is that we have to attract
capital, and the other is we have to attract
trade.

I now want to deal with a number of
matters relating to education. The :first
relate$ to the overall question of finance
for education. The general remark we hear
from one end of Australia to the other
is, of course, "More money for education !"
but rarely do we hear anyone within the
education sytem-I am talking of those
who now agitate for more money in a
controversial way-putting forward any
Ideas for an improvement in the method
of spending the money.

The simple fact is that over a period of
years the Budgets have risen to astronomi-
cal heights and I do not begrudge that. Last
year we estimated spending $64,000,000
on education and we spent $63,000,000.
This year we plan to spend nearly
583,000,000. When we analyse the expendi-
ture it is quite apparent that the dog is
chasing the tail so far as salary costs are
concerned. 'Here again, I do not begrudge
the teachers and those within the Pro-
fession a decent emolument, but rarely do
we hear of anyone studying the basic con-
cept as to how we can get more for the
same amount of money. There is not a
bottomless pit. It is not a matter of bow
generous Governments are. The point is
reached when huge amounts of money are
needed for hospitals and a host of other
essential services which are competing and
fighting for their share of the Budget

Demands are now being made for items
'which previously were not included in the
Budgets. We can see the ever-increasing
demand and battle on a national scale
for improvements to be made in our en-
vironment and other like matters. So
education has to compete with those and
with a number of other essential services.
and I believe the time has come when the
more responsible people within the educa-
tion system-both departmental officers and
others-will. have to make another com-
plete reappraisal to ascertain where we are
going and just how much the national
coffers can afford.

Mr. Graham: We are a long way down
the list compared with other parts of the
world.

Mr. COURT: If the Minister conducts a
little more research into this he will get
some shocks, because in some countries
they put money into the Education vote
and then claim as a percentage of the
gross national product items which we
would not have the hide to put into our
Education vote. I gave some figures on
this point a couple of years ago, and when
the controversy was at its height I recall
giving a speech before the education
council on this particular point and high-
lighting the fact that, in America, for

instance, they include things that we would
not have the hide to call education; we
would Put them down to entertainment.

Also, we must bear in mind that we are
a developing country and not a developed
country. It will be generations before we
are a developed country.

Mr. Graham: That is all the more reason
why we should have a higher standard of
education.

Mr. COURT: I am not saying we should
not,- I am saying we should have a higher
standard, but all those within the education
system of Australia-not only the depart-
mental People-should make a reappraisal
of the system. I will come to a more
specific Point. We need more talk of quality
and all we hear talk about is dollars.

I now wish to speak of education in
the more remote areas. I believe the Min-
ister has received reports from some
people who are as "remote as remote.' I
want the Minister to show patience and
kindly consideration towards these people,
because they are subject to an economic
situation which is quite unprecedented.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Minister has al-
ready given that undertaking.

Mr. COURT: I hope the Minister can
meet them in their own area, because
they have a human problem. When the
School of the Air was introduced it met a
need which was urgent. I think it did a
wonderful job, but of course times change
and the demands of people increase, as
they should, and so I hope the Minister
will be able to look at this as a human
problem, because some of these people who
are desperately trying to remain on their
properties, in spite of the economic and
climatic difficulties they are facing, are
really at the end of their tether.

I think the Minister understands their
problems, and I also hope he will see his
wvay clear to meet them in their own area
to discuss these problems with them. I
understand they are prepared to travel a
considerable distance to a focal point to
minimise the distance which will have to
be travelled by the Minister. I think the
Minister will admit that it is better to meet
these people on the spot.

This is a wider problem when we talk
about remote area education. We have to
reappraise all the priorities. At the national
level I do not think the authorities under-
stand what remote area education means.
I do not accept that people in the Pilbara,
Murchison, or eastern goldfields should
have a lower standard of education than
the people in the metropolitan area. it
may be said that in round terms this sounds
all right, but it presents difficulties. How-
ever, if we do not keep pressing to lift the
standards we will have these people leaving
the remote areas. I think that one of the
great requirements to get an expanding
population in these areas is that the Gov-
ernment's intentions have to be adequately
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demonstrated to these people without their
having to wait, scream, and suffer for their
needs.

Possibly it will mean some realignment
of State funds, and I would like the Gov-
ernment to feel that it has the support
of the Opposition to come forward into
this Chamber and perhaps give an entirely
new concept of this approach to the spend-
ing of our money. We have only X-mil-
lion dollars to spend on education, but the
Government should at least come forward
and say, "We propose to chang e some of
our priorities."

Admittedly the facts of political life are
that there are many voters in the metro-
politan area, but I would like to emphasise
that the wealth of the country is coming
from the rural and northern areas. Today,
they Produce not only the wealth of the
State, but the wealth of Australia. I
think that if the Government faces up to
this in a bold way, as was planned and
foreshadowed in the policy speech made
by Sir David Brand for the 20th February
election, it would strengthen our case with
the Commonwealth. I believe that this
aspect of education has not yet been pro-
perly presented at the national level.
The clamour has always been for more
schools around the metropolitan area, or
more lavish universities and institutes of
technology, and not enough emphasis is
placed on these remote area. problems.

They can be controversial, but. they should
be puit forward as separate items. I be-
lieve that if it is assessed the figure will
be high, but not unmanageably high, and
this could strike a sympathetic note at
the national level that we do not strike
with other items of expenditure. In par-
ticular, the State Government can relate
the urgent needs of these areas-whether
they be rural, goldfields, Pilbara or Kim-
berley areas-to the export income that
the nation desperately needs.

I want to get this message across in the
hope that when Parliament meets in
March the Government will use that ses-
sion Perhaps to explore, with the Opposi-
tion, some change in thinking on various
matters such as education, and so on.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I hope by then the
exploration will be completed and the
remedy put into effect.

Mr. COURT: I hope that the change in
the sequence of the sessions was made so
that we could meet for a Budget session
In the second half of the Year to enable
both the Opposition and the Government
to explore, in the more appropriate
atmosphere of the March session, some of
these ideas that will have to be presented
to the Commonwealth Government before
the Commonwealth introduces its Budget
which is usually done in August each year.

I now wish to speak briefly on the com-
ments that were made this morning. The
environmental protection vote comes
within this part of the Estimates and I
think it is appropriate for me to remind
the Chamber of the reaction this morning
to the member for Dale when he was refer-
ring to some of these matters that have
to be referred to Dr. O'Brien and his en-
vironmental protection authority. The
Minister for Works and other Ministers
on the front bench reacted rather violently
and gave the impression that we were
expecting Dr. O'Brien to be a superman.
No-one is suggesting that he can do every-
thing in five minutes. I think the poor
man has a job ahead of him at the
moment to pacify the Government and
Parliament and those who expect miracles
to be performed by the environmental
Protection authority.

It is up to all of us to adopt a reason-
able attitude but the whole problem blew
up this morning over the fact that Dr.
O'Brien's recommendation-be it verbal
or wvritten-to Cabinet in respect of power
lines was apparently ignored.

Mr. Graham: No, it was not.
Mr. Rushton: It was.
Mr. Graham: No, it was not.
Mr. Rushton: You know it was.
Mr. COURT: Let us say it was not ig-

nored, but no notice was taken of it.
Mr. Graham: Of course the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition is being silly
wvhen he says that.

Mr. COURT: No, the Government just
did not accept his recommendation.

Mr. Graham: Did he condemn the
alternative or did he express an opinion?

Mr. COURT: He expressed the view that
there was a better way.

Mr. Graham: Did he condemn the other
way?

Mr. COURT: I do not know whether he
did, Ile expressed a viewpoint on a better
way but the Government did not take any
notice of him, or if it did his recommnenda-
tion was not accepted.

Mr. Graham: The engineers expressed
the view it was the best way.

Mr. Williams: Engineers are not always
right.

Mr. May: That is right, and neither is
the Leader of the Opposition nor the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. COURT: The Point I wish to make
Is that this is a dreadful case of the Gov-
ernment's attitude to environmental pro-
tection when we remember their promises
on protection during the election.

Mr. Graham: Because of your lack of
planning you were not prepared to wake
a decision.
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Mr. COURT: Our Government did not
have to make a decision; do not start that
nonsense.

Mr. Graham: A decision as to power
lines.

Mr. COURT: We did not have to Make a
decision over power lines before the elec-
tion.

Mr. Graham: You were not game to
make a decision.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COURT: During the election the
Government made a tremendous plea and
tremendous capital out of the fact that it
was going to be the salvation of the envir-
onment. But look at the Pacinex agree-
ment. What was done with that? This was
introduced before the environmental pro-
tection legislation was brought before the
House for consideration. One might say
it was back to front with whaEt was
promised.

Mr. Graham: You are completely wrong
when you say that.

Mr. COURT: The Premier said that on
the 13th July, and the Minister can look
it up in the newspaper. He has contra-
dicted what he said at that time, because
later we found we had to consider the
Pacminex agreement before we considered
the environmental protection legislation.
The member for Moore led a deputation to
the Premier and he gave an assurance on
this.

Mr. Graham: Pacminex is going to the
place you chose.

Mr. COURT: We are not quarrelling
with that at all.

Mr. Graham: Why adopt this holier-
than-thou attitude?

Mr. O'Neil: You are on the defensive
again.

Mr. Graham: It is going where the
Liberal Party Government said it should.

Several members interjected.
Mr. COURT: The Government is very

sensitive. It cannot get out of this place
quickly enough. We have all the time in
the world.

Mr. Graham: So have we.
Mr. H. D. Evans: Take your time.
Mr. COURT: I want to make the point

that when we were making the song and
dance about environmental protection and
Pacmlnex. we were not kicking the agree-
ment. We were kicking about the fact
that the Government was not honouring
its promise.

Mr. Graham: In which respect?
Mr. COURT: The priority the Govern-

ment would give environmental protection.
But here it is the 9th December and still
we have no environmental protection.

Mr. Graham: We said we would not sign
the agreement until Parliament had made
its decision on the environmental protec-
tion legislation.

Mr. COURT: We made sure you did not.
Mr. Graham: We gave our word and

we adhered to it. That is where we are
different from the Liberal Government.
We keep our ward.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Who does the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition mean by "we"?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. COURT: When I say "we" I mean

the Opposition parties whether they are
here or in another place. Can I make it
any clearer?

Before I conclude I want to return to
the question of environmental protection
and what the Minister said this morning
after the rumpus in respect of Dr. OrBrien.
The words, as I recorded them, in respect
of the power lines were-

The power lines will be up before
the director gets around to a con-
sideration of them.

Mr. O'Neil: That is right.
Mr. COURT: That was said by the

Minister for Environmental Protection in
a Government which made so much politi-
cal capital about this; a Government which
was to be the salvation of the environ-
ment; a Government which led the con-
servationists to believe that at last they
had someone who would put industry in
second place.

Mr. Graham: And so it has.
Mr. COURT: These are shocking words

and I would be remiss if on this occasion
I did not raise the matter. The Estimates
of the Minister for Environmental Pro-
tection are at the end of this part, and
I hope that before the conclusion of the
debate on this Part he will have an oppor-
tunity to reply. If necessary we will raise
an item so that he can comment on the
subject. I believe he owes an explanation
to the Chamber. If that Is to be the
attitude-that is, that the authority will be
too busy to consider urgent matters and
therefore those matters must proceed in
the meantime-it is completely wrong.

Mr. Graham: The world cannot stop on
account of one person.

MR. T. D. EVANS (K~algoorlie-Minister
for Education) [7.48 p.m.]: Education can
be compared with the process of rowing
up stream against a strong current; that
is. not to move forward must necessarily
mean to slip backwards. This has ever
been the situation.

It was with a great deal of interest.
understanding, and appreciation that I
listened to the comments of those who
contributed to the debate on this part of
the Estimates relating to education. As

1126



(Thursday, 9 December, 1971312

the Minister for Education, I surely would
have been most disappointed had the con-
tributions been less.

Mr. Court: We cut them down because
of the time factor,

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I will be brief in my
reply to those who have raised salient
points in their contributions.

The member for Floreat spoke about
the amount of $67,618,000 which has been
apportioned in the Estimates to meet
salaries within the Education Department
for the current financial year. He indi-
cated it was an increase this financial year
of $14,087,543. The increase is abnormally
large, because the estimate for 1971-72
contains the cost of a salary reclassifica-
tion backdated to the 1st July, 1970. The
considerable increase in salaries has re-
suited in the percentage spent on salaries
out of the total Education Vote increasing
to 81.48 per cent. This is only the third
occasion in the last 10 years when the
percentage has been so high.

Mr. McPharlln: I would-
Mr. T. D. EVANS: I will answer the

point raised by the member for Mt. Mar-
shall, but I wish to deal with the member
for Floreat now rather than weary the
H-ouse and occupy a great deal of time un-
necessarily. The total vote of $98,000,000
allocated to education-the highest single
vote in the entire Budget-contains other
increases divorced from salaries. I refer
members who are interested to item No. 7
dealing with primary education, which has
a vote of $1,501,000, an increase this
financial year of $329,659. item No. 11
relating to secondary education, the total
vote being $718,000, an increase of $31,763;
item No. 12, relating to agricultural edu-
cation. the increase being $47,233; and
item No. 18, the vote for which is
$14224000, an increase of $161,435.

Item No. 25 relates to scholarships and
allowances, and the total vote is $2,876,000,
an increase in this financial year of
$780,183. This is the item which covers
boarding allowances and also pupils' super-
vision allowances, and when discussing the
comments of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition I will have a little more to say
about the pupils' -supervision allowances.

Item 'No. 28 relates to the transport of
children and the vote for this is $3,733,000,
an increase of $451,183.

I repeat that all those items to which I
have referred are not related to increases
in salaries of teachers.

The member for Dale spoke about the
deferment of maintenance on buildings,
and he was quite fair in his comment that
this has been brought about by the need
to reappraise the spending of scarce
capital funds, and the need to harness
those funds. He compared the deferment
of maintenance with the cost of free school
books. However, If he were to give a little
more study to the subject I am sure he

would find his comments were not Justified
and were certainly wide of the mark. But
time will not permit me to deal with figures
on this point when they are available
right before him.

He referred to a fear that book com-
panies In Western Australia would suffer
a loss of export trade. As has been in-
dicated in answers to questions, the free
book scheme-I prefer to call it a free
educational materials schemne-is to be
implemented over three phases. To the
best of my knowledge phase I, which is to
begin operating at the commencement of
the next school year, had no effect on book
exports this year or the anticipated ex-
ports for next year. Already one com-
pany-that is. the Jacaranda Press-which
will supply the atlases, has been included
in the scheme. An undertaking has been
given that before phases 2 and 3 are com-
menced a survey of the impact of the
scheme will be made.

The honotirable member drew attention
to the necessity for assistance to be given
to students in the fourth year, and the
member for Moore wade some salient com-
ments on this point a few days ago. The
Government is conscious, and recognises
the severity, of the problem facing parents
of children in fourth year, but at the same
time it feels that in introducing a scheme
to assist parents of pupils the problem for
the greatest number of Parents involves the
primary stage. However, the Government
is conscious of the situation and I will
endeavour to have it remedied and when
funds are available the students in the
secondary grades will be included.

Mr. Rushton: will you give some atten-
tion to the demountables?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I invite the honour-
able member to place his question on the
notice paper if he has a specific question
to raise.

The member for Mt. Marshall asked how
salaries are arrived at, and I draw his
attention to sections 28 (2), 37, and 37AE
of the Education Act in which the pro-
cedure is stipulated. All I need to say
here is that the salary increase which is
now payable retrospective to the 1st July
is as a result of a determination made by
the former Minister for Education in the
Brand -Nalder Government. This was
challenged before the tribunal which gave
its determination retrospective to the 1st
July, 1970. If the honourable member
cares to refer to the sections 1 have men-
tioned, his queries will be answered.

Mr. MePharlin: A decision must be made
by the Minister.

Mr. T. D). EVANS: Yes, under section
28 (2): and the decision underlying the
recent increase In salaries was made by
the member for Moore, whom I am not
criticising in this regard.

Mr. McPharlin: I know that.
Mr. Lewis: Subject to appeal,
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Mr. T. D. EVANS: I regret that the
member for Cottesloe is not Present be-
cause he seemed to strike a purple patch
when he referred to the Patch Theatre.
He has spoken on this subject on three oc-
casions, the only three occasions available
to him to do this in the last week or so:
but this is the first opportunity I have had
to reply to him in a speech. The honour-
able member was quite histrionic in his
comments. I say this in no criticism of
him but, to record my impressions of the
-concern being felt by him.

Because of the concern of the member
for Cottesloe, I have called for the file
-and, as I have said, I regret that he is
.not present because I intend to indicate
what is on the file in order to record the
correct situation.

Mr. Court: I will see he is advised.

Mr. T. 0. EVANS: Up to the middle
1950s. it was the practice of the Educa-
tion Department to grant permission freely
for companies in the performing arts to
give performances in Government schools.
In many cases it was left to the discretion
of the school as to whether it allowed the
performances to be given. However, the
position became so serious and so many
complaints were received by the depart-
ment that in the middle 1S50s the then
Minister for Education decided that some
action should be taken. Large numbers
of complaints were being received by
parents about the heavy costs to them in
admission charges, and headmasters and
teachers were concerned at the increasing
inroads into school time and disruption of
educational programmes.

The policy which was laid down by the
Minister and the one which has been
followed ever since was that approval
would be granted for one company in each
of the performing arts to give perfor-
mances in Government schools. This policy
has worked very successfully over the years
although there have been a number of in-
stances where companies which have been
excluded have pressed strongly for the de-
partment's decision to be reversed. This
is understandable because it is a very good
source of revenue for the companies to be
able to arrange a programme of school
vists.

The situation referred to by the member
for Cottesloe arose as a result of action
by a departmental superintendent. con-
trary to departmental policy in allowing
the Patch Theatre to Present Plays in
high schools during 1969. 19TO, and 1971.
The quality of these performances is not
in question. The point at Issue is 'whether
the practice which has applied for the
past 15 years should be departed from and
Permission be freely granted to performing
companies to present plays. etc. during
school time. If this is to be the policy the
department will find itself back where it

was prior to 1956 with the inevitable com-
plaints from parents about the heavy costs
to the children for admission to these per-
formances and from teachers about the
disruption to their teaching programme. It
would be most unfortunate if this were
to happen and there is no doubt that within
a very short time it would be necessary
for the department again to take firm
action to control the situation.

With regard to the withdrawal of per-
maission to give performances in schools,
in the ease of Patch Theatre this occurred
in August. 1971 when it was brought to
the attention of the director-general that
this company was giving performances In
secondary schools. The director -ge neral's
action was necessary because these per-
formances were contrary to the policy
which had been followed by the Education
Department for 15 years. A previous with-
drawal of permission had occurred, of
course, in the middle 1950s but this was
when the department applied a policy to
control the situation with regard to per-
formianoes in Government schools. At that
time certain companies were approved-
one in each of the performing arts-and
schools were notified that no other com-
panies were to be allowed to give perform-
ances in their schools.

Briefly I would like to refer to some of
the correspondence on the file from which
the information I have just given was
taken.

Mr. Court: Before you go onto that
could I mention something r would like
to ask on behalf of the member for Cottes-
boe? You will find complaints in the 1950s
were due to another cause altogether',
namely, performing dogs and performing
fleas.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I suggest the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should be a little
more patient. If hie finds he still has need
to ask the question when I have finished
what I have to sa I will invite him to ask
it.

Mr. Williams: Put it on the notice paper.

Mr. Court: The member for Cottesle
is more concerned about things of value to
the students in their studies.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I repeat that if the
D~eputy Leader of the Opposition still feels
the need to ask this question after I have
quoted briefly from the file I will invite
him to ask it. It would be more profitable
for him to be quiet for a little longer.

Mr. Court: We are listening.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: A letter on the file,
dated the 29th March, 1971. was sent by
the Director-General of Education to the
Director of the National Theatre. This is
the body which has been recognised as the
one' allowed to provide lectures and to
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perform the arts for the benefit of students
in our country schools. The letter reads--

Thank you for your letter of the
17th March referring to the difficult
situation that has been developed in
school play touring due to the intru-
sion of Patch Theatre into the second-
ary area.

As You have stated, it is our policy
to restrict, with the occasional special
exception, school time performances to
the leading professional organisation
in any one of the performing arts. I
regret that due to a misunderstanding
on the part of a senior officer this
policy has not been followed in this
case.

I refer to another letter on the file which
is dated the 25th August, 1970, and under
the hand of the Acting Director of Primary
Education. As will be appreciated this was
during the life of the former Government.
The letter was sent to the headmaster of
a certain Primary school and reads--

Thank you for Your letter on behalf
of the H-eadmasters and Headmis-
tresses Association concerning the
recent Patch Theatre tour. Approval
was given by this department for one
tour by this company but this has now
been withdrawn and the theatre man-
agement was advised.

That letter justifies the statement I made
that approval to this particular company
had been withdrawn during the life of the
former Government. It was certainly
withdrawn again in August this year when,
due to a misunderstanding, Patch Theatre
players had, in fact, performed in certain
country schools.

My comments must be understood as
being in no way critical of the quality of
the education in the arts which had been
imparted by the Patch Theatre but as
affirming that it has been departmental
policy for some considerable time to limit
the number of these organisations to one
leading organisation in each of the fields
of the arts.

If the member for Cottesloe wishes to
*ask further questions on the subject I will
be pleased to endeavour to answer them
for him.
*Mr. O'Neil: He will have to wait until

next year.
Mr. I. W. Manning: The member for

flottqsloe asked the Minister to reverse the
decision to permit the Patch Theatre to do
this.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I can see no good
reason for reversing the decision. I can
see no criticism of the National Theatre.
*I have not wearied the Chamber with
letters of gratitude and commendation
from teachers and others who praise the
oualitv and the type of education provided
for schools by the National Theatre. As
I have said, I see no reason at all for

departing from the policy which was car-
ried on during the life of the former Gov-
ernment and, in fact, even before then in
the 1950s. If the member for Cottealoe
can give me more cogent reasons for de-
parting from this policy I shall have the
situation examined. However, at the
moment other members are entitled to
hear comment on the contributions they
have made to the debate.

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister has unlimited
time.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The member for
Kimberley spoke about camp schools and,
rightly so, made a strong recommenda-
tion for the department to look sympa-
thetically upon Broome as the site for a
camp school. I will give the member for
Kimberley an assurance that I will call
for a report on the subject and, in due
course, I will advise him of that report.
Doubtless I will do this by letter and I
hope it will be in the near future.

Mr. Ridge: Is the Mdinister aware that
the Director-General of Education has
virtually rejected the proposal?

Mr. 'T. D. EVANS: Whether or not I am
aware of it. I have given an undertaking
to call for a report and, if necessary, I
shall be prepared to discuss the matter
with the member for Kimberley.

Mr. Ridge: Thank you.
Mr. T. D. EVANS: The member for floe

spoke about school buses and the problem
he is encountering in this respect. Un-
fortunately it is a problem which is prob-
ably going to grow. I indicate to him that
a letter is already on its way. I hope he
finds the contents agreeable to him.
him.

Mr. W. G. Young: it sounds all right.
Mr. T. D. EVANS: The member for Bun-

bury spoke about provision for canteens
in primary schools. He, too, recognised
the reason the department has had to
draw the line in the past in providing
canteens for primary schools; namely, the
shortage, once again, of capital funds.
This Problem is not something which has
occurred overnight. It was with the former
Government during the 12 years of its
administration. I am not saying this in
criticism of the former Govenment, because
the Problem is still with us.

As I have said, it is heartening to say
there are signs that the Federal Govern-
ment is beginning to see the error of its
ways. Only today we have received
Pleasant news that the Commonwealth
has made an additional grant of
$20,000,000 to be distributed to the States.
Our share is expected to be something in
the vicinity of S1,800,000. I am niot making
a promise that the whole of that sum could
be used to Provide canteens in primary
schools. but I will give an undertaking to
the member for Eunbury that some atten-
tion could be given when new schools are
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being Planned to making Provision in those
Plans to utilise some of this money for
canteens or, perhaps, to facilitate their
later erection. This, I feel, is quite reason-
able and in the long term could be quite
economic.

Mr. Lewis: While the Minister is feeling
more affluent would he give consideration
to increasing driving allowances for school
children?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I cannot say at the
moment.

Mr. Williams: What about the older
schools? Could the Minister promise to
be a little more lenient towards them when
parents and citizens' associations are pre-
pared to provide some finance?

Mr. T. Dl. EVANS: I will give the member
for Bunbury the undertaking to have his
comments examined and, in due course, I
shall advise him of my impressions and
conclusions. He spoke about a real prob-
lem when he mentioned dyslexia. This is
a very human problem. I can assure him
the Government is quite conscious of the
problem to the children and the very real
human problem for the parents of those
children. He would know, as would the
former Minister for Education, the mem-
ber for Moore, that the Education De-
partment has worked in close conjunction
and harmony with the West Australian
Dyslexia Association. I am sure the work
of the department and the Government
will be continued and, if possible, aug-
niented in this area of real human tragedy.

Amongst other things, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition touched upon the prob-
lem of children in the remote areas of our
State receiving education. He appears to
have been conscious of certain replies to
letters which I sent arising out of a deputa-
tation and also from various parents and
office bearers of an organisation known as
the Isolated Childrens' Parents Associa-
tion. I have given an undertaking to all
these people that although It had not been
possible to increase the supervision allow-
ance when the Budget for this year was
framed every effort will be made to increase
it to a more realistic figure when the 1972-
'73 Budget is being framed. It is in respect
of this subject that I acknowledge, with a
great deal of gratification, the additional
grant which is expected to be forthcoming
for education from the Commonwealth
Government. It is true the quality of life
we all cherish should not be limited by
geographical boundaries. To ensure that
this is so and that the quality of education
these children receive shall not suffer in
comparison with that available to other
more favoured citizens of the State shall
be my most honest endeavour.

I thank members for their contributions
and I will be available and will endeavour
to answer any queries raised on Individual
items in the Estimates under the heading
of "Education."

Vote: Premier's Department, $38,000-
Item No. 5: Travelling Concessions to

Members of Parliament and Life Pass
Holders, $18,850-

Mr. MENSAROS: I would like the
Deputy Premier to tell the Committee why
the estimate of $18,850 is less than the
amount actually spent last year despite
the commendable fact that Increases have
been granted to country members and the
Leader of the Opposition. I understand
these increases started this year and pre-
sumably will continue next year.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know that I
completely understood the question. Mem-
bers are aware that both present and past
members are entitled to certain conces-
sions. This figure has to be a guess-
nobody would know the travel plans of
members, particularly in regard to travel
to other parts of Australia. It appears
that an average has been struck between
the vote of last year and the actual expen-
diture, Of course, it could be slightly more
or slightly less, but it is completely unpre-
dictable. Thiis is in the hands of members
of Parliament and I would say this figure
has been arrived at in the light of ex-
perience and general expectation.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Governor's Establishment,

$101,000; Executive Council, $10-put and
passed.

Vote: London Agency, $269,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances

Generally, $144,000-

Mr. COURT: I chose item No. 1, because
it seems to me to be the most general
item. I do not know whether the Deputy
Premier was in the Chamber when!I raised
the question of the London and Tokyo
agencies and the possibility of the Govern-
ment's establishing offices in Singapore
and Djakarta. If I remember correctly
the Minister replied to my earlier questions
on this point that the decision would be
made by the end of the year.

I do not know whether the Deputy
Premier was present when I asked if there
were any plans for the reorientation of
the London agency mn view of Britain's
proposed entry into the European Common
Market. We will be able to obtain more
capital from Europe and we will need to
generate more trade for our minerals.
metals, food, and fibre. This may be a
matter more fairly directed to the Premier
but the Deputy Premier may be able to
reply.

Mr. GRAHAM: It was my pleausre some
three or four weeks ago to meet the new
Agent-General, Mr. Boydl, who is known
and esteemed by all of us. There is no
question about the way he is carrying out
his duties.
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With regard to the Tokyo agency, Mr.
Slade has done a tremendous job for the
State of Western Australia. I was in
Japan in June and July with the Minister
for Mines and we were astounded at the
number of contacts he had made and the
level at whieh he had made them. West-
ern Australia is held in high regard by the
people Mr. Blade has contacted. I do not
intend to expound these comments except
to add that Mr. Blade has done a terrific
job for western Australia and the Govern-
ment has decided to reappoint him for a
further termn of two years.

In the course of the next few weeks he
will be revisiting Western Australia for
the purpose of both relaxation and a re-
fresher course to familiarise himself with
the activities here in order better to serve
cur State.

The Government is aware of the neces-
sity for additional markets. It has assisted
the Chamber of omrmerce and under-
taken certain activities of its own in rela-
tion to Singapore and Djakarta. Because
of the financial situation confronting the
State at the present time-and it is not
just a matter of paying the salary of an
officer-the Government is still consider-
ing this matter and has made no firm
decision. It is hoped that the inter-
national monetary situation will clarify
itself and the Government will shortly be
in a position to make a decision.

The Government realises that areas such
as Indonesia, Singapore, Hong Kong, and
Saudi Arabio, arc of considerable import-
ance to us. Missions are being undertaken
and when we are in a position to spend
additional funds to promote markets and
make better contacts, the decision will no
doubt be in favour of establishing these
offices.

Mr. Court: Just before you conclude,
coming back to the London Agency, is
there any plan to reorientate the activities
of the London Agency toward Europe? I
do not mean transfer the offices to Europe
but perhaps to orientate activities by
means of employing more trade promotion
people.

Mr. GRAHAM: I must apologise for the
unavoidable absence of the Premier in
whose purview this is. I would say the
Premier and his officers are fully aware of
the possibility, the potentials, and the
hazards associated with Britain's contem-
plated entry into the European Common
Market. No doubt full consideration Is
being given to those aspects.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Tokyo Agency, $52,990; Public
Service Board, $418,000; Public Service
Arbitration, $23,000; Government Mlotot
Car Service, $167,000-put and passed.

Vote: Education, $82,983,000-
item No. 12: Agricultural Education,

$470,000-
Mr I. W. MANNING: I notice the vote

for agricultural education has been in-
creased this year by some $49,000 or
$50,000. I am interested to know how the
Government proposes to spend this ad-
ditional sum of money. I have a particular
interest in agricultural education and I
would like to commend the Education De-
partment on the manner in which it has
organised agricultural education in Western
Australia. We have a number of country
high schools with agricultural wings and
I believe they are doing a remarkably good
job in this field of education. I imagine
this sum of money will be directed to fur-
ther improving facilities at the agricul-
tural wing-s, but as I am particularly
interested in Harvey High School I would
like to hear the Minister's reply to my
question.

While I have the opportunity I would like
to add that various machinery firms have
contributed greatly to these wings by pro-
viding equipment. The department and
the State as a whole are greatly indebted
to many private firms for this assistance as
the State has been saved money by these
contributions.

Mr. Brown: How much?

Mr. L. W. MANNING: I could not put a
figure on it, but I do know schools such as
those at Narro gin, Harvey, and Denmark
have been given tractors and con-
cess5ions on various equipment. The State
is saved a very large sumn of money in the
overall picture. However, I repeat my
question: How is this additional sun' of
$50,000 to be spent?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I listened to the mem-
ber for Wellington speaking on agricultural
education with a great deal of interest
because he has probably more knowledge
of this subject than most other members.

I would point out to him, as he is prob-
ably aware, I am travelling to Harvey next
Wednesday to present certificates at the
Harvey Agricultural High School. I was
interested to hear his comments on the
assistance and contributions which private
companies close to agriculture have made
to agricultural education In Western Aus-
tralia' Only this week I signed a letter to
a machinery firm thanking it for the gift
of a tractor to one of our high schools.

To answer the member for Wellington's
question specifically, I am advised this Item
covers all aspects of agricultural educa-
tion, including farm and household staff,
wages, and materials associated with farm-
ing. However, the increase is specifically-
due to $14,043 relating to the hire of trac-
tors, q8.501 for motor vehicles-this was
apparently the purchase of a bus-wages
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for farm and household staff, $6,618, and
there was also an amount to meet increased
rates.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Environmental Protection, $32,000-

Item No. I: Salaries and Allowances
Generally, $40,700-

Mr. DAVIES: The rearrangement of
portfolios has created some problems in
replying to the various questions which
have arisen in debate. I am taking ad-
vantage-I hope with your permission,
Sir-to reply to parts of the debate which
ensued in the general discussion.

I refer particularly to item No. 1 because
I can relate the duties to the salaries
which will be paid. A question was raised
by the member for Dale who said that the
matter of the power lines should be re-
investigated before the work proceeds. We
have had the opinion of Dr. O'Brien, but
because of the urgency of the matter it was
not thought necessary, or indeed possible,
to have a written report prepared, although
this is considered desirable by the member
for Dale.

We have Dr. O'Brien's opinion that pos-
sibly the best route for the alternative
line would be somewhere in the vicinity of
the line which goes behind the ranges, and
that the second route should be surveyed
at the same time as the first line is being
constructed. Unfortunately, from discus-
sions with the State Electricity Commis-
sion, it is quite apparent that the cost of
waiting for a further period to survey a
second route would be quite prohibitive.
More important than the cost is the fact
that we just cannot spare the time.

The planning of these power lines has
'been under discussion since 1968 and a
great many alternatives have been investi-
gated. it was only after very long dis-
cussion that the present route was decided
upon and for this reason it is not desirable
to delay the ordering of materials and the
construction of the lines any longer. Dr.
O'Brien has visited the proposed site and
the decision to proceed was made after
his verbal report.

The second matter was raised by the
member for Wellington when he referred
to the number of derelict motorcar bodies
which dot the countryside. This matter
has caused the Plublic Health Department
a good deal of concern, Particularly in view
of the Clean Air Act. In the past the
practice has been to burn the removable
parts of the vehicles to get rid of the
perishables.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot see the re-
levance of this to salaries and allowances.

Mr. DAVIES: I was just about to say
that the salaries and allowances which
these people receive will induce them to
do the work to overcome the difficulty com-
plained of by the member for Wellington.

The matter is already under review. I
could Probably deal with this matter in
relation to the Clean Air Act, but I will
leave it at that,

Mr. O'NEIL: I would like to question
the Minister on item No. 1 relating to
salaries and allowances. The salary item Is
designed to pay for the staff of a director,
an administrative officer, and four others.
If one looks at the same item in the Esti-
mates for 1970-71, relating to a Bill which
had been passed but not proclaimed, the
staff of the department included a director,
an administrative officer, and three others.
So the total staff of the environmental pro-
tection authority has been increased by one.

Mr. Graham: Of course, that was before
the fate of the legislation was known.

Mr. O'NEIL: As the Government pro-
poses to put in operation a Bill with teeth
I wonder whether the addition to the staff
is a dentist!

Mr. DAVIES: In reply to that query, if
the addition is a dentist I shall have him
shifted to the Public Health Department.

Vote put and passed.
Part 3: Minister for Industrial Develop-

ment and Decent ra lisation and Town
Planning-

Mr. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [8.32 p.m.l: There are
three points I wish to touch on in speaking
to this part, and if I deal with them now
it will save some of the time taken up
by dealing with them piecemeal. The first
isi the vexed question of the establishment
of meatworks. No-one disputes the fact
that Western Australia needs more killing
capacity, particularly in respect of the
export trade.

To come to the point relating to the
authority to sell on the local market, the
Minister for Development and Decentrali-
sation in answer to a question I asked
recently stated-

Restrictions on access to local market
were introduced many years ago and
these have been maintained by suc-
cessive Governments since to ensure
that the utmost use is made of Govern-
ment abattoirs built to provide a
public service on which the sum of
$10,383,000 will have been spent in the
three years ending 30th June, 1972,
In improving and expanding capacity.

He went on to say-
If restrictions were removed uncon-
ditionally, and as a result there was a
great increase in capacity, there could
develop a situation where the Govern-
ment-owned facilities would be used
only seasonally at great cost to the
taxpayer. However, the Government
would be prepared to give full con-
sideration to any finite propcsal from
a major developer.
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I want to say quite categorically that, from
MY experience and frustration in trying
to attract major investors to establish
abattoirs, the only way to succeed is for
the Government to remove the restriction
on local trade. Everyone who looks at
this comes face to lace with this problem.
One finds that there is a strict adherence
to the philosophy enunciated in the first
Part of the answer I have just quoted;
and that is one of the main reasons why
people, who otherwise would be very de-
sirous of establishing major meatworks,
lose interest.

I am aware that the argument the Min-
ister has advanced Is the same one that
has been advanced year after year to the
previous Government; it is a viewpoint
which has been supported very strongly
by the Midland Junction Abattoir, Robb
Jetty meatworks, and the Department of
Agriculture.

Mr. H. D. Evans;, You are aware that
a meat industry advisory committee has
been set up. One of the specific terms of
reference is the siting of abattoirs. This
will include every authority in this line
of activity in Western Australia.

Mr. COURT: The Minister has previously
given this information to the Chamber. My
reason for making the comment is to in-
form the Minister for Agriculture and the
Minister for Development and Decentrali-
sation that we on this side feel very
strongly about this matter, and we con-
tend that unless there is a change in think-
ing we will not get anywhere in attracting
the establishment of major meatworks.

Just before the last election it was de-
cided that the site in Baldavis Road would
be set aside. It was then intended to bring
the matter of the right to trade on the
local market before Parliament. I men-
tion this not by way of criticism but to
indicate to the Ministry that if the Gov-
ernment wants to bring this sort of legisla-
tion to Parliament there are plenty of
members on this. side who are receptive.
I do not think we will get people to
establish major meatworks unless they are
given access to local trade.

I gather from the Minister's remarks
that the Government is receptive to a
finite approach, but it would be better and
it would be more conductive to the sort
of proposition he is desperately seeking
if an announcement is made that con-
sideration will be given to the establish-
ment of major meatworks on the basis
that this restriction on local trade will be
removed. I think the present position is
untenable. It is very important at this
stage to provide extra killing capacity in
Western Australia.

IE mention the abattoirs and meat pro-
cessing together, because I believe we will
have to go into a more sophisticated form
of meat processing if we are to achieve
the maximum benefit for the farming in-
dustry in local and export markets.

The second point I make Is whether the
Government has undertaken any survey
in respect of the trade potential in South
Vietnam. It has always been understood
that as the American and Australian
troops withdrew, the American Govern-
ment and other countries would be very
receptive to the ideal of substantial aid
Programmes being provided. It was also
envisaged there would be increased oppor-
tunities for trade in the form of recon-
struction materials and this type of thing,
all of which would be of value to Western
Australia's trade.

Whilst we were in the midst of a con-
flict it was very difficult to do anything
in a positive way. I was wondering
whether any steps have been taken in this
direction, particularly as there will cou-
tinue to be a nucleus of Australian pre-
sence in South Vietnam for the care,
preservation, and collection of materials,
etc. Of course there will be some train-
ing facilities provided, and these will be
continued for an indefinite period.

Mr. Graham: We would hope not.
Mr. COURT: I suggest the Minister con-

sider this as a matter of trade and re-
habilitation, and not with his usual vin-
dictive attitude towards the Allied cause-

Mr, Graham: Whichever side the fas-
cist is on you are on.

Mr. COURT: I take great exception to
what the Minister has said-

Mr. Graham: It is true.
Mr. COIJRT:-beeause I have a very

vivid recollection o)f what he did wheni this
country was in its hour of need.

Mr. Graham: You are always on the side
of apartheid and that type of thing.

Mr. COURT: The gallant military ser-
vice of the Minister is something he can-
not be proud of 1

Mr. Graham: If you have anything else
but a vacuum between your ears you will
see that it was what the Government and
not what I decided at the time.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Premier can
be insulting if he likes, but there are cer-
tain asoects of his career he will never
erase,'

Mr. Graham: You have a mind like a
sewer.

The CHAIRMAN: order! While I am in
the Chair we will not have a slanging
match like the one last night.

Mr. COURT: Thank you, Mr Chairman.
I am glad you have taken one of your
colleagues to task.

Mr. Graham: He is calling you to order
if you understand plain English.

Mr. COURT: We have no intention of
playing in the gutter!

Mr. Graham: You would find it perfectly
familiar if you were down there.
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Mr. COURT: If the Minister's condition
has improved I will refer to the third mat-
ter I wish to bring up. This is the ques-
tion of the availability of land. If one
listens to the gossip in the marketplace
about land there is an indication that
unless action is taken to release more land,
and have it available for development and
for purchase by the people, we could have
a situation at the end of next year where
there is a shortage of blocks. I find that
hard to believe, because one day we see
where many blocks are offered and there
is hardly a taker; next day we see where
there are a few takers for blocks offered
but the prices are disappointing; and then
we see a sale where the prices fetched
are in excess of those paid last year. In
the last instance it is usually quality land,
and naturally People will always pay for
quality land which has a good view and
is in a good location.

However, there is an indication that
there could be a shortage of land for the
same reasons as confronted the Brand
Government a few years ago. The Minis-
ter has made it very clear that he is anxi-
ous to release land to make it easier for
people to develop the land. In view of the
fact that this aff ects the Minister's port-
folio of Town Planning I was wondering
whether in his reply he would give us an
indication as to whether there are plans
to release a considerable amount of land;
because in our experience the one thing
that has militated against sensible land
prices is the availability of land. When
the impasse between the Government and
the town planning authority was broken,
it was not very long before the flow oxt
land started: and the price reflected the
availability of land.

Mr. Graham: Will you tell us how it was
done?

Mr. COURT: It was done, because the
Government appointed a cabinet sub-
committee to deal with that situation. The
town planning authority insisted there was
plenty of land available, but the prices
still soared. We said the land might be
available in theory, but not in practice;
and that the land was not where the people
wanted to build.

out of this came certain negotiations,
the main one being the Sorrento-Mullaloo
negotiations. These negotiations were
undertaken by the Cabinet subcommittee,
and not by the M.R.P.A. or the Town
Planning Board. Once this was done the
whole situation was immediately reversed.

I am not criticising the Minister's atti-
tude in this regard, and obviously he has
taken a great interest in this matter, but
it would be appreciated if he could indi-
cate what action the department proposes
to take and whether he thinks there will
be large areas of land coming on the mar-
ket to be available for development-
bb:cks which are fully sierviced and which

in time Will help to prevent any shortage
that is predicted in real estate quarters
will occur by the end of next year.

MR17. WIELLIAMS (Bunbury) [8.42 p.m.]:
I wish to bring to the attention of the Min-
ister for Development and Decentralisa-
tion one or two matters. If I were to out-
line a couple of specific cases they could
be applied to other cases as well.

Mr. Bickerton: I hope you will not take
very long.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Not as long as last
night, because I have not that much time.

Mr. Bickerton: I would like you to say
something rude to the Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation to smarten
him up!

Mr. WILL AMS: I will say something
nice to him, and I hope he will listen and
give me a very considered reply. A par-
ticular industry in Bunbury, which is in
the concrete business, makes tanks, bricks,
etc. It is having some troubles in having
to pay high freights on goods despatched
by rail. There is a competitor which is
able to bring its products fronm the me-
tropolitan area by road. This enables the
second firm to effect a considerable saving.
In the eyes of the local industry this is
unfair competition.

Perhaps this matter should be raised
when we deal with the Transport portfolio,
because it is a transport matter. However,
as the Minister for Transport is not a
member of this Chamber, I think it is better
for me to bring this matter up under this
vote, because it applies to decentralisation
of industries.

No doubt there are other cases where a
Producer in the country has to compete
with another operating from the metro-
politan area who has an outlet in the
country and uses a trucking firm to
cart the products. He is thus able to back-
load goods from the metropolitan area to
country areas. I realise in a case like this
it can be argued that local people-whether
they be in the country or in the metropoli-
tan area-should be able to purchase
goods as cheaply as possible.

I think some type of levy should be im-
posed en a metropolitan firm which has
an outlet in a country town, or at least
this firm should be compelled to 'use the
railways in the same way as any local
industry has to use the railways. Alter-
natively, a local industry should be permit-
ted to use road transport also.

Another point I bring to the attention
of the Minister is that a few years ago
the Government gave a 10 per cent. dis-
count on rail freights to decentralise in-
dustries. This is granted in respect of the
transport of goods to be used for the manu-
facture of commodities in the country.
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Likewise, in the case of goods nmanufac-
tured in country towns and freighted to
country towns and back to the metropoli-
tan area, a freight discount of 10 per cent.
is -allowed on the railways. I was wonder-
ing whether the Minister could perhaps
consider reviewing this freight discount of
10 per cent, with a view to making
it, say. 15 per cent. for those goods pro-
duced in country areas or those which are
freighted back to the metropolitan area.

This would assist to decentralise in-
dustry, though I suppose there is a prob-
lemn when we get to the position of decen-
tralised industries and towns which are
not serviced by rail. In such cases the
argument would be that the fellows who
are serviced by rail get some discount so
why should it not be possible for the road
transport people to be given a simsilar dis-
count. That, however, is by the way. At
the moment I am battling for the people
who use the railways for the freighting of
their goods.

Mr. May: There would not be many of
these.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Not many, but such a
move would induce some of the industries
based in the metropolitan area to establish
in the cduntry towns where there would,
for one thing, certainly be a stable work
force. Even though it is rather attractive
to establish big industries in the country
towns, at times, however, it is better to
have 20 small industries each employing
10 men rather than one big industry em-
ploying 200; because in. the event of a re-
cession in a big industry there would be a
considerable amount of trouble. But this
would not occur to the same extent in a
number of small industries, particularly
If they were diversified.

My suggestion might help attract in-
dustries to the country areas; it might
attract some of those which have their
trade headquarters In the metropolitan
area at the present time. These have not
had the opportunity to go to the country
areas which they are servicing. if they did
they would then be able to freight their
goods back to the metropolitan area.

Such Industries could be attracted to the
country areas because as I have said there
are not a great many labour problems in
those areas; the work force Is much more
stable as the resident population in the
country towns has probably been there
for years and has brought up children
in those areas. I trust the Minister will
look into this matter.

MR. W. G. YOUNG (Roe) [8.48 pm.]1:
Fortunately for myself, this Parliament
recently saw fit to send me to Malaysia
as Its representative on a Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference-

Mr. Bickerton: And You did a very good
Job.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I thank the Minister
for that remark.

Mr. Graham: it was a very wise choice.
Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: I would like to con-

gratulate the Minister and his departmen-
tal officers for the material with which
they supplied rme for use during my tour.
I would point out that most favourable
comments were made in regard to the
manner in which the material was pre-
sented.

Various types of material were given me,
one of which was in the nature of a Packet
in a plastic sheath. This drew very favour-
able comment from most of the members
present at that conference. Unfortunately,
however, the material in question was a
little heavy to carry when travelling by
air. The only problem was that there
were not sufficient publications and other
material to go around. Once again I con-
gratulate the Minister and his department
on the manner in which the brochures
were presented, and for the badges and
trinkets which were sent with me.

While I was at Kuala Lumpur I attended
an Australian trade fair which ran for a
fortnight. On the two nights that we
were present I made a fairly detailed cir-
cuit of the building and though I made
every effort, I could not find one item of
Western Australian produce on display. I
asked the trade commissioner the reason
for this and he replied that the oppor-
tunity was afforded to Western Australian
manufacturers to supl their material.
From memory-though I cannot be cer-
tain of this--I think he said that the
Chamber of Commerce had been sent a
circular to the eff ect that the fair was to
be held and that entries were invited. The
only requirement for a Western Australian
company to participate in this fair was
for it to send its goods forward. These
would have been displayed and an official
would have been made available to supply
the necessary information on the various
types of commodities to those who might
be interested in the display.

I noticed products oi display from every
other State in Australia-there was fruit
from Tasmania, and wine from New South
Wales, South Australia, and Victoria but
nothing from Western Australia.. Western
Australia is about four hours by air from
Singapore. I do not know how far
we are by sea from Malaysia but I do
think the distance factor would be to our
advantage because it is considerably less
than half that of the other States.

In spite of this we find that every other
State in Australia was able to display its
products at that fair. I think we all ap-
preciate the fact that our future markets
lie in the Far East--or at least in the
near East so far as we are concerned-
and yet for some unknown reason no action
was taken to display Western Australian
products.
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I hope therefore that the Minister will
at some future time he able to supply a
reason for there being no Western Aus-
tralian goods on display at this fair. I
certainly did not see any,

There was one Western Australian in-
dustry which was represented, though its
product was brought around in glasses.
There was no actual display. it was just
that the trade commissioner recognised a
good product when he Saw one and made
beer available to those who attended.

I hope something is done to ensure that
this area of marketing is investigated, be-
cause the people attended the lair in their
hundreds on the night on which 1 was
present. As I have said, the fair ran for
a fortnight. If we are to exist in this part
of the world it is time we made some effort
at least to offer and exhibit our products
for the benefit of those who attend these
fairs. We must realise that it is very
necessary for us to compete in this area
and we should ensure that displays are
available in areas in which we can sell our
products.

MRt. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) t8.55
p-rn.]: If I may I would like to proceed
in reverse and say how surprised I was to
hear the remarks made by the member for
Roe. The Department of Development and
Decentralisation has in fact been concen-
trating on the areas and markets in Asia,
South-East Asia, and Saudia, Arabia;, and
also on those countries reasonably close to
us and in respect of which we have an
advantage over the other States of the
Commonwealth.

I am not familiar with the particular
exhibition referred to by the member for
Roe, but in respect of others the depart-
ment in association with the Chamber of
Manufactures has been more than gratified
with the response from the people in those
countries, and with their willingness and
desire to accept goods manufactured in
Western Australia.

Without a brief all I can say to the hon-
ourable member is that I. will report this im-
mediately to see what happened, if in
fact Western Australia missed out, and I
will endeavour to ensure it will not happen
again. At the same time I want to say
that only this evening there was a meeting
of the export section of the Chamber of
Manufactures which, incidentally, I was
supposed to address but was unable to do
so because of circumstances that will be
appreciated. These people have a trade
mission in East Asia supported by the de-
partment and I would point out that this
sort of thing is a continuing process.

I anticipate that next year at some per-
sonal inconvenience-which of course is a
secondary consideration-it might be
necessary as a responsibility of mine to take
a trip in mid-August because I am sure
that the presence of a Minister of the

Crown and the interest being evoked by
the Government will prove most desirable.
I say this to indicate our interest and
enthusiasm and if something is running
off the rails that, to me, Is a bitter dis-
appointment. If it were something pro-
moted by the Commonwealth it might be
understandable.

Mr. W. 0. Young: We were invited to
display our industrial products, but ap-
parently we did not take advantage of the
invitation.

Mr. GRAHAM: In that case it is com-
pletely beyond me. A few weeks ago I
visited Rome's Via Magenta where the Aus-
tralian immigration office is and from
where, as most members will be aware,
many people of Italian origin emigrate to
this State. I was appalled to find that
there was not a single picture or scene of
Western Australia in the halls and corri-
dors of that office; though they were cov-
ered with scenes from the senior State.

Mr. O'Neil: Western Australia.
Mr. GRAHAM: I said the senior State

not the premier State. I was appalled at
this fact and I pointed it out to the am-
bassador.

Mr. Williams: Had he heard of us?
Mr. GRAHAM: I think he had; more

credit to him. He was unaware of this
circumstance and he undertook to look Into
this matter to ensure that every State in
the Commonwealth had reasonable repre-
sentation.

Mr. Court: Where was this?
Mr. GRAHAM: In Rome.
Mr, Court: I am glad you mentioned

this because it is not new. We have had
blitzes, there time and time again and they
promised to fix things up.

Mr. GRAHAM: This has not been done,
but once again a promise has been given
that Tasmania, Queensland, and Western
Australia, and the other States will also
receive some prominence.

Mr. Court: There is a lady there who
comes from Harvey. She speaks English
and Italian and she is a great advocate of
Western Australia. She got herself into a
great deal of bother because she had a lot
of Western Australian literature.

Mr. GRAHAM: I happen to know that
lady particularly well though she was out
of Italy at the time I was there. I do
know she is doing her utmost for this
State but I do not want to prejudice her
position with the department by mention-
ing all she is doing for Western Australia.

I was not impressed with the position: I
was depressed to see what was happening.
New South Wales received all the pub-
licity and all the pictures on the walls
were of that State. After all this Is an
Australian office and it should be approach-
ing the matter on an Australia-wide basis
and be giving representation to the entire
country.
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Mr. Court: I am disappointed they are
doing this. They promised they would
correct the matter but it seems they have
again forgotten.

Mr. GRAHAM: When I was there pre-
viously there was some little representa-
tion by way of pictures but now there is
not one scene of our State.

The member for Eunbury made refer-
ence to decentralization and something
dealing with rail and road transport. I
am unfamiliar with the particular Issue
he has in mind, but I shall bring this
matter to the attention of the Minister for
Transport to see whether something can be
done.

Let me say, however, that there are a
tremendous number of people who want
the best of both worlds, and if that applies
all the time then probably both forms of
transport will become financially broke, if
I might use that expression.

In respect of the question of freight
discounts for materials used for manu-
facturing goods in remote areas, the mem-
ber for Bunbury will be aware of a new
policy that has been declared to assist
industries in the country districts. I
undertake to have a look at this matter
of 10 per cent. versus 15 per cent., or
some other Increased percentage.

There could be some difficulty, particu-
larly in areas which impinge on those
of my fellow Ministers. We know that
our Western Australian Ministers protect
the rights and interests of their depart-
ments and thits of course is right and
proper. The Ministers have a sense of
responsibility. It would be easy for me as
Minister for Development and Decentral-
isation to ask the Minister for Railways to
give a concession here; to ask the Minis-
ter for Electricity to give a concession
there: or to ask the Minister for Water
Supplies to give a concession somewhere
else. I could make a jolly good fellow of
myself at the expense of those Ministers
and their departments. I will however,
have a look into the matter.

Mr. Williams: Have a look at the situ-ation of goods being brought to the
country areas and those coming to the
metropolitan area. It will not involve
very much.

Mr. GRAHAM: I assure the member
for Bunbury that this will be looked into
fully and without prejudice.

Mr. Williams: I thought I would get
a nice reply.

Mr. GRAHAM: I now turn to some
observations made by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition with regard to meat-
works. I find it exceedingly difficult to
speak on the subject without being con-
troversial or without stirring up a con-
troversy. Frankly, I am at a loss to
understand how a Government which
had been in office for so long allowed a

situation to develop under which the
tanners--the people of Western Australia
on whom so much depends-were allowed
to become victims of a situation where
millions of dollars each year were being
lost because of the lack of slaughterhouse
facilities.

Mr. Court: And the failure of the
workers to work.

Mr. GRAHAM: No, the lack of the pro-
vision of slaughterhouse facilities.

Mr. Court: It was the most strike-prone
industry in the State.

Mr. H. D). Evans: The loss incurred
equalled 3c to 4c a pound on the wool
produced in Western Australia.

Mr. Court: It was the most strike-
prone industry we had.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have indicated in
reply to a question this afternoon that
during the short space of time the new
Government has been in office no fewer
than eight approaches have been made
to the Government. Several of those pro-
posals have been approved and there are
others which are an the brink of
approval, subject to certain studies being
undertaken and the Government officers
and the Government itself being satisfied.

I ask: Why did not any of that happen
before? This is critical. My colleague,
the Minister for Lands, informed a meet-
ing of the Pastoralists and Graziers
Association the other day that it was
thought, departmentally, that the lack of
slaughterhouse facilities had cost farmers
in Western Australia something in the
vicinity of $250,000 a week; in other
words, $13.000,000 a year.

My estimate is that if we had these
extra facilities additional stock would
have been bred and delivered to the
slaughterhouses and the figure involved
could be in the vicinity of $20,000,000 a
year.

Mr. W. G. Young: When did this start?
For how many years has the situation
existed?

Mr. GRAHAM: Since about 1968.
Mr. W. G. Young: It has been since

1969.
Mr. GRAHAM: Since 1968 or 1969; there

is not much difference.
Mr. MePharlin: During the drought

period.
Mr. GRAHAM: Irrespective of that, how

does it come about that so many people
and interests come forward with proposit-
ions for abattoirs with the change of Gov-
ernment? The propositions were not there
previously.

Mr. Court: They were there before.
Mr. GRAHAM: Then, what did the

Government do about them?
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Mr. Court: It did plenty, but the nego-
tiations broke down on two counts. The
first was the lack of sites in the metro-
politan area, and the other was the re-
striction on the sale on the local market.

Mr. Jamieson: Rubbish!£ The export
market has always been available.

Mr. Court: The Minister for Works
would not know.

Mr. GRAHAM: I want to assure the
House, when the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition stops being rude to the Minister
for Works, that what is occurring now has
caused no embarrassment whatsoever to
the present Government. Incidentally, the
situation was completely in the bands of
the previous Government because it had a
majority in both Houses of Parliament.

Mr. Court: We will wait until we see
the performance of the present Govern-
ment because the abattoirs at Wyndham
to which you are referring have been estab-
lished for a long time. The same applies
at Carnarvon.

Mr. GRAHAM: The ex-Minister for
Industrial Development always had plans
and was always going to do something.

Mr. Court: Wyndhiam was there before
the Minister was born.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not think the people
at the Eatanning abattoir have been on
talking terms with the ex-Minister during
the last few months.

Mr. Court: The then Minister for Agri-
culture and myself saw those people day
after day. They were here night after
night.

Mr. GRAHAM: The difference is that
the abattoir is now under construction and
it will be treating some hundreds of thous-
ands of lambs and sheep in the forthcom-
ing season.

Mr. Court: The Minister is fooling him-
self. The abattoir was started before he
was elected.

Mr. GRAHAM: And then it came to a
screeching halt for a period of some 12
months. Nothing happened under the
regime of the late Government, However,
under the present Government something
is happening.

Mr. McPharlin: It must not be for-
gotten that the standard of hygiene had
to be improved.

Mr. H. D. Evans: And the previous
Government did not spend a cracker dur-
Ing the last five years.

Mr. MePharlin: The hygiene had to be
improved throughout Australia, not only
Western Australia.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honour-
able member will address the Chair.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know that the
standard of hygiene set by the United
States of America had anything to do with
the situation. In point of fact, the stand-
ards are higher today than they were 12

months ago. The firm at Katanning Is
prepared to meet the requirements of tne
export market, as indeed are the otherb.

For several years there has been mention
of demands and prices, but I am unaware
of anything the previous Government did
because nothing happened. However, un-
der the present Government and within a
few months something is happening, and it
Will Continue to happen. There will be the
capacity in two years' time to handle sev-
eral million more sheep per annum than
was the case 12 months ago.

Mr. Court: I hope you are right.
Mr. Lewis: Under which Government

was the work done at Midland?
Mr. GRAHAM: Which Government

ignored the recommendations of the spec-
ialist tribunal which was appointed? That
involved the State In $10,000,000 or
$11,000,000 which could have been spent
on schools, hospitals, and water supplies.
The abattoirs which are being built at the
present time will not involve $1 of Govern-
ment money; they will be built by private
enterprise.

Mr. Court: I hope you are right.
Mr. GRAHAM What I am saying is so.
Mr. Court: I think you arc mesmerising

yourself.
Mr. GRAHAM: There is the question of

going into the area of Baldivis, also the
question of altering the boundaries of the
metropolitan abattoir district. We are
even prepared to look at that matter on
its merits; namely, the artificial boundary
around the metropolitan area. I am
anxious there shall be killing facilities to
cater not only for the present, but for the
future also. I believe that in a very short
space of time the abattoirs will be con-
siderably expanded and will be the means
of bringing millions and millions of dollars
into the country.

I have said to my colleague, the Minister
for Agriculture, that when we have met
this crisis-and it is being done indiscrimn-
inately at the moment--we must give very
serious consideration to the establishment
of abattoirs at vantage points throughout
Western Australia, particularly in country
districts.

Mr. Brown: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAHAM: We have inherited the

situation of nothing having been done.
The farmers are perishing and there is
urgency. For that reason I have been
prepared to take a risk, if my ministerial
colleagues will bear with me, in order to
do something to assist the farmers who, in
so many thousands, are in dire economic
peril.

I repeat: the previous Government was
in office for a period of 12 years during
which time the present situation develop-
ed and became apparent. I wonder why
It Is that following the change of Govern-
ment, and within a period of a few short
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months, so many people have come to this
Government-to myself and the Minister
for Agriculture-with propositions seeking
to establish abattoirs. The farmers, of
course, under the present order of things
are being denied, and they are being rob-
bed to the tune of a considerable sum per
head of lambs and sheep. I have been In-
formed-and I cannot vouch for these
figures-that the farmers are being under-
paid to the tune of about $1.80 per head.
That is almost unbelievable. There are
certain interests who have a virtual mon-
opoly at the existing saleyards. They take
it in turns to buy at what insignificant
figure they feel disposed to pay.

I have been told by those associated with
these particular interests that they have
been having a party; and what has occur-
red? Farmers are in their present shock-
ing situation and their downturn is affect-
ing towns and communities from one end
of the pastoral districts to the other.

All r can say, finally, in respect of that
point is that the Government is well aware
of the situation. It does not have plans:
it is not talking; this Government is act-
ing. As I stated to the farmers and graz-
iers only 10 or 12 days ago, within 18
months or two years facilities will be avail-
able to process several million more head
of stock per annum than is possible under
the situation we inherited on the 3rd
March, 1971.

Mr. Court: I hope you are right.
Mr. MePharlin: I hope they remain

profitably in business.
Mr, GRAHAM: What sort of invest-

ment is it when the farmers are losing the
millions of which I have spoken? I would
hope it would not occur, but I would prefer
some of the abattoir concerns to lose a
certain amount of money so the Govern-
ment had to go to their rescue than
have the present situation in country areas
with farmers losing millions.

Mr. McPharlin:, Do you prefer private
enterprise to establish abattoirs in prefer-
ence to Government abattoirs?

Mr. GRAHAM: It is the late Govern-
ment which prates about private enter-
prise and which decided, contrary to its
advisers' suggestion, to spend some
$10,000,000 to $11,000,000 of the taxpayers'
money to extend the governmental works.
On the other hand this Government is giv-
ing every inducement and encouragement
to people not as a matter of principle, but
because the State does niot have the funds
and these people do have access to funds;
and we are prepared to back them.
Whether it be the T.L.C., the U.F.G.A., the
Farmers' Union, Smith, Jones, or anyone
else, if someone has access to millions of
dollars the State does not have, and is pre-
pared to provide these facilities, then this
Government, in the interests of farmers
and the country community, will give every
encouragement. That is precisely what

we are doing which is in marked contrast
to the situation under the Government we
displaced.

Mr. Court: We will wait with interest
to see your performance.

Mr. GRAHAM: I can assure the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition he will be gravely
disappointed,

Mr. Court: With regard to the
$10,000,000 you mentioned, has that gone
into the Midland works?

Mr. GRAHAMI: And Robb Jetty.
Mr. Court:, When?
Mr. GRAHAM: Over the last two years

and including this financial year; a comn-
mitmenit we inherited.

Mr. Court: The expansion of Robb
Jetty was to go on in any case, surely, and
the expansion at Midland was the only way
to achieve some of the capacity you have
talked about.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course not.
Mr. H. D. Evans: Nothing had been

spent and the place had been allowed to
grind down.

Mr. Court: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. H. D. Evans: Of course nothing was

done for years.
Mr. Court: You have a look at what was

spent at both places.
Mr. H. D. Evans: Rubbish.
Mr. GRAHAM: My point has been

mnade.
Mr. Court: Not quite.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Deputy Leader of

the Opposition asked whether surveys had
been undertaken concerning the trade
potential in South Vietnam. I think the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has a
"thing" about South Vietnam, He seems
to love the people as though they were his
long lost sons. To me the very name South
Vietnam Is something abhorrent and, when
the pages of history are written, Austral-
ians will wish they had not been.

Mr. Court: We are talking about trade,
not your communistic philosophy.

Mr. GRAHAM: Through Its departmnen-
tal officers and with the closest co-opera-
tion of the Chamber of Manufactures this
Government is exploring the possibility of
markets in Japan, Indonesia. the Soviet
Republic. Hong Kong, and in all other
areas, in addition to Saudi Arabia, where
there are terrific possibilities. We are sur-
veying all the areas adjacent to our State
which have certain logistic advantages,
apart from the fact we are able to produce-
goods of the quality and variety, and even
at the price these people insist upon.

The final remark of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition related to town planning
and he asked whether there would be a
shortage of land and what would occur in.
respect of land prices.
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Mr.-Court: Before you get off the other
Itemn-

Mr. GRAHAM;, I hesitate, indeed I pull
myself to order at this point, having re-
gard for the fact that I am Minister for
Town Planning. However, I am aware, as
is the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, of
the tragic course which was followed by
his Government for so long in regard to
the Minister for Town Planning. It be-
came necessary for the late Government to
appoint three Ministers, together with the
Minister for Town Planning, for the pur-
pose of overriding that Minister and of
developing a new policy in order to over-
come the spiralling price of land and the
situation which was created thereby. It is
a tribute to the late Government that,
however belatedly, it took this action. As
a result land developments were carried
out at Hamersley, Whitford, South Rock-
Ingham, and other areas which were denied
by the Minister for Town Planning. In-
cidentally, that is why he is so bitter at
present. He was tried and found guilty
by his own Government.

Mr. Court: That is not so.

Mr. GRAH4AM: This, therefore, is the
situation we inherited. The departmental
officers for so long had been allowed their
heads. Irrespective of the fact that they
are good town planners, public policy and
the welfare of the people were not taken
into full consideration, and the welfare of
the people was not safeguarded.

I have stated to my ministerial colleagues
and I have said it here, and I reiterate,
that so far as lies within my power this
situation will not be allowed to be repeated.
There will be a sufficiency of land avail-
abie for those who require land. Because
ample land Is available in the areas A, B,
and C, it does not necessarily mean that
those areas are the ones in which people
desire to purchase land. Was. this conten-
tion not confirmed within recent weeks
when land was thrown open in the south-
eastern region of the metropolitan area,
and if the reports are true, not one person
arrived to make a bid, notwithstanding the
fact that the blocks were cheap?

If People want to go to other areas,
there they will go. If they are suppressed
in their desires, then the pressures and the
high bidding become paramount in the
areas of their choice. That has been the
situation. It is my desire that those people
who have areas of land and who seek to
develop them shall be given every oppor-
tunity to do so and they shall not be res-
tricted and confined because of an artificial
line drawn by someone with the stipula-
tion that those on one side of the line
are out of luck, while those on the other
side of the line, and whose land was worth
precious little one day, find that over-
night that land is worth a fortune. That
was the Philosophy and policy of the pre-
vious Government until Its deathbed re-

pen tence when it appointed three Min-
isters to override the Minister for Town
Planning.

Mr. Court: That is not true.
Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it is.
Mr.* Court: And it is not fair to the Min-

ister.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Deputy Leader of

the Opposition played a, prominent part In
the exercise to which I have referred. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition can rise
and say what he likes in a moment, but
I want to say that the shocking state of
affairs to which I have referred resulted
in land prices in Western Australia being
higher than in any other capital city of
the Commonwealth. As long as a Labor
Government is in office, and as long as I
am Minister for Town Planning, that sit-
uation will not be allowed to recur.

Adequate steps will be taken to ensure
blocks are available in all of the areas
people desire. The people themselves, with
very little restriction, will be given an
opportunity to make their choice where
they want to go. Mr. Bureaucrat will not
be the one ordering people to go in this
direction, that direction, or some other
direction.

When I say this I am conscious of the
party political attitude taken by certain
people at the other end of this building-
people who have no concern whatsoever
for the welfare of the citizens of Western
Australia, but who regard it as more
important to play party politics; than to
deal with the basic question of providing
land for people to build homes and so
provide for themselves and their families.
The situation is well in hand.

Vote: Industrial Development andi De-
centralisation, $1,045,000-

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances,
generally, $374,000-

Mr. COURT: I have risen to speak on
item No. 1, because it seems the only one
appropriate. It includes the salaries of
such people as the industries promotion
officer and those engaged In promotion,
publicity, and research.

The outbursts of the Minister did not
impress very many members. Periodically
he has to have his little rehearsals.

Mr. Jones: He received a good hearing.
Mr. COURT: He goes in for histrionics

and rather enjoys it. He has been like that
ever since I can remember.

Mr. Graham: Get down to the subject
and cut out the personalities.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Premier has
not dealt with this matter. Probably be-
cause of his bitterness over South Vietnam
and our allies he has forgotten to answer
the question I asked.

Mr. Davies: What about Korea?

1140



[Thursday, 9 December, 1971] 1141

Mr. COURT: I asked a question con-
cerned with straightout trade promotion.
It has always been understood that as
Allied activities decreased in South Viet-
namn money for rehabilitation would be
available at a greater rate. A great deal
will be required in the way of building
materials, food, and clothing. These are
commodities which our State desperately
needs to sell.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I suggest the
Deputy Leader of the opposition should
keep his remarks for Item No. 6. Exports
Promotion, which would be more suitable.

Mr. COURT: Perhaps!I shall transfer my
affect-ion to Item No 6.

Mr. Graham: That is the kiss of death.
Mr. COURT: I always bow to a helpful

Chairman at any time.!I would like to hear
the Minister's comments without a great
deal of bitterness due to his attitude to-
wvards South Vietnam. I want to know
wvhether he has included this area in his
studies. When he enumerated all the coun-
tries the department is investigating he
named almost every one in South-East
Asia right across to the Middle East, with
the exception of that country.

if money is to be made out of
selling commodities to South Vietnam
surely we wvant it. After all we trade with
mainland China, Russia, and many coun-
tries behind the iron curtain. This trade
will expand in the future. Surely, then,
we wvant the money to be gained through
selling to South Vietnam. If the minister
is adamant he does not walit to have
anything to do with it let him tell us. I
think that would be the honest approach.

Mr. Graham: if you and your colleagues
stop your shooting we will do our trading.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Town Planning, $588,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances,

generally, $515,000--
Mr. COURT: This item appears the only

one I can discuss because it deals with
such people as planning officers, planning
assistants. and others.

The Minister gave us an outburst
against the former Minister in another
place. He was quite unfair to that Min-
ister who was following a policy which
was being forcefully enunciated by office
bearers wZho, in the main, are still with
the present Minister. The previous Gov-
ernment acknowledged at a certain time
that the policies which had been so force-
fully enunciated by the department were
not. the right ones to achieve our purpose.
I have said publicly when we were in
Government and since that the planning
was all right but the Plan management
extremely deficient. I believe they are two
distinct functions. I gather from some of
the public utterances of the present Min-
ister that he is conscious of the fact that

the type of expertise and mentality neces-
sary for the management of a plan is if-
ferent from that necessary actually to
conceive a plan. We all know this to be
true.

The Minister concerned was a hard-
working Minister and if there was any
shortcoming at all it was because he was
being advised by senior people who were
highly regarded as planners but who would
not accept-this must be said in fairness
to the ex-Minister-the Government's
pleas that a different philosophy should
be followed in respect of land availability.

Through a stubborn adherence to a
bureaucratic or highly theoretical approach
-call it what one will-the Government
found there simply was not the land
available in the right places. Theoretic-
ally we had blocks by the thousand. What
the Minister said is true. We set up a
Cabinet subcommittee under the Minister
for Town Planning to endeavour to solve
this problem.

Mr. O'Neil: The report of 1971 does not
indicate a chang-e of attitude on the part
of the MR.P.A.

Mr. COURT: Some felt strongly over
one report of the M.R.P.A. which claimed
the credit for initiating the breakthrough.
The breakthrough came in spite of the
M.R.P.A. and, as the Minister hinted this
evening, in the face of its bitter objec-
tions.

Mr. Graham: I have never condemned
your Government for that action.

Mr. COURT: The Minister was quite
fair on this point this evening. He
said we stepped In to take over and we
did. We made no secret that we were
unhappy over the situation. Our protesta-
tions got us nowhere, because of the ob-
session on the part of the M.R.P.A. Those
people did their sums and calculated that
50,000 blocks of land were available within
the area. The M.R.P.A. said that on the
basis of so many blocks a year there would
be a supply of block for so many years. If
a person does not want to live in area A
wvhy should he have to live there? We
believed there should be a greater choice,

I have asked the Minister a question
which he has partially answered. Certainly
we heard torrents of words as to how he
will achieve what he wants to do. I know he
hopes he will achieve it and I certainly do,
too, for everyone's sake. However, the
Minister did not indicate what action is
being taken to ensure that a stockpile of
blocks in the right areas will be available at
the end of next year. I do not know the
exact figure but, in my experience, it Is
always wise to take notice of the market-
place. People who live in an atmosphere of
land and real estate generally seem to be
taking the attitude, for the first time In
recent months, that there will be a shortage
of land again by September, 1972. This is
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mentioned as the critical date. It is con-
sidered this will happen unless same large
developments occur.

All I ask the Minister is whether he is
satisfied that sufficient development of
fully serviced land is being undertaken at
the Present time to ensure that this situa-
tion does not occur. I understand him to
be saying, "As far as I am concerned I
shall make sure there is sufficient land."
Am I to take this as an assurance from him
that he has the necessary projects under
negotiation to enable the land to be avail-
able and fully serviced by this time? That
is all I ask. If he says it is under control
I will accept that.

Mr. GRAHAM: Mentally it is under con-
trol but I am afraid that is all. The par-
liamentary colleagues of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition in the Legislative Coun-
cil have taken an action that has frozen
the situation. My hands are tied.

The Liberal Party and the Country Party
would not put on the fight in the Legisla-
tive Assembly where the Minister for Town
Planning is, They chose to do It in another
place where a member who has been vir-
tually silent throughout his political life
suddenly sprang into action and became the
be-all and end-all in town planning and
matters related thereto. Consequently a
Select Committee of three has been ap-
pointed, That committee is not to join
with the Legislative Assembly, because this
suggestion was rejected as if this were the
exercise of a single Chamrber. Hle wanted
to lay down whom the Legislative Aessembly
would appoint if a joint Select Committee
were agreed upon. In any event, that
Select Committee is proceeding upon its
way.

Whilst I may be a little grim and de-
termined from time to time, I must never-
theless acknowledge realities and, follow-
ing proper procedures.-even though there
might be a few question marks about the
manner in which it has been dane-a Select
Committee has been established. I feel
It is Impossible for me to make any de-
cisions until such time as the Select Com-
mittee has concluded its studies and come
up with a report-which I can say in ad-
vance I am not likely to be particularly
impressed with.

At the same time members will be aware
that the Government has appointed a
person who is a town planner-who ex-
Pressed a Point of view but who has an
international reputation-to investigate
this whole matter. It will therefore be
necessary to await receipt and study of his
report before making a decision. It might
then be that the whole concept. in 'what-
ever form, will come to Parliament. That
might be the test of the bona fides of those
concerned with the welfare of the people
as against those who are olIeased to take3
advantage of a political situation.

Mr. Court: The Select Committee is not
holding you up because you have your own
inquiry going at the same time.

Mr. GRAHIAM: That is so, but because
of these party-political considerations I
think It will be acknowledged, even by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, that the
time is hardly opportune to make major
decisions. All I can say in the interim is
that I am giving the most sympathetic
consideration possible to every single re-
quest, large or small, from people who de-
sire to carry out development on their own
land with their own money, so long as the
concept does not have an effect completely-
apposite to that which has been designed,
envisaged, or planned.

I am prepared to allow some deviations
and variations. After all, this is surely
the spirit. This is something that happens.
in every walk of life. I am conscious of
the necessity for it because I have spoken
about it so often from the other side of
this Chamber.

I agrei with the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. I think perhaps on many
matters of principle we could agree quite
often but we choose to be at loggerheads.
Perhaps that is two-way traffic. I do not
blame him; I blame myself as much. But
in this respect I think our general outlook
is almost parallel, and I only wish some of
his colleagues would absorb some of his
outlook in this general matter. I can
assure him and the House that as far as
lies within my power it is my intention
that people will be allowed this freedom
and that people who own land on which
they wish to establish homes or businesses
will be amply provided for. At the same
time, the town planners will be doing
whatever they can to ensure that the en-
vironment conforms with the true basis of
town planning-that the people themselves
shall be permitted to play some part in
the selection of the places to which they
would prefer to go.

Mr. ONEIL: By way of interjection I
indicated to the Minister that despite the
efforts lie has taken in respect of the
philosophical attitude of the Metropolitan
Rcgion Planning Authority be may not yet
have got through to its members. I am
one who will be prepared to admit that
the philosophy of planning of the M.R.P.A.
might have been good in theory, but at
the time we were the Government it cer-
tainly did not meet the needs of the
citizens of the State and the development
of the State. It was therefore necessary
to take some action, for which the Minis-
ter has not congratulated us but he has
at least recognised we did take it.

Mr. Graham: The member for East Mel-
ville 'was a distinguished member of that
Cabinet subcommittee, and I applaud that
cornmittee for tea9 lecision it made.
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Mr. O'NEIL: I have only had an oppor-
tunity to glance briefly through the 1971
report of the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority which was tabled today,
but I have thoroughly read all other
reports in other years and found them to
be classic examples of emotive prose. I
am certain someone else is now writing
the report because it is readable and fact-
ual, as far as I can see, but it does not
indicate to me any change in attitude on
the part of the authority. I will quote one
part of the report relating to the situation
to which the Minister referred. I will read
two paragraphs appearing on page 18
under the heading "Public Opinion"-

During the Perth land boom, the
MRPA repeatedly sought to keep the
public informed about the supply of
land that was forthcoming and to
explain the relationship between the
artificial demand for land caused by
speculative activities as against the
"real" demand of home-owners. In
this, it was fortunate that the Perth
news media gave considerable publicity
to all aspects of the land-price situa-
tion.

The factors that brought about a
change in this market were varied and
complex but the MRPA feels that the
extensive Publicity given to this matter
in reporting on land releases, auctions
and comments by the Government and
the ME11PA had a considerable bearing
on the situation. It readily acknow-
ledges this role of the news media.

In fact, the authority admits that some-
thing happened, but puts it down to the
fact that it spoke a great deal about it.
In fact, that was not the ease.

I do not intend to decry planners. They
are there and I believe their planning is
correct, but in my view the problem with
the M.R.P.A. is that it has not yet recog-
nised that it is a tool of Government and
not its master. This was the problem we
experienced. These men are experts in
their field. I think most of them are
essentially theorists. They do a very good
job but their function is to act as a tool
of Government, to plan according to the
wish of Government. which is the wish of
the people. In respect of this report, I
cannot see any change in the attitude they
have adopted in the past.

Mr. Graham: There is only one town
planner among 12 people on the authority.

Vote put and passed.
Part 4: Treasurer and Minister for For-

ests and Tourism-

MR. A. R. TONKIN (Mirrabooka) (9.38
pi.]J: I want to draw the attention of the
Minister to an answer he gave to a ques-
tion of mine. He stated that only .57 per
cent. of Western Australia was devoted to
national Parks. I am wondering whether
this is the time to add some more land to
national parks. It would certainly be easier
now than it Will be In years to come.

In particular, I am interested in a plan
that has been Put forward by the Conser-
vation Council of Western Australia re-
lating to a national park in Helena Valley.
The Minister may be familiar with this.
I think this would be a very desirable na-
tional Dark because it is close to the metro-
politan area.

National parks in the outback, in the
rugged areas of the State, and so on, are
desirable but I think People in the metro-
politan area should also have a national
Park that is easy of access. I believe Yan-
cheP is under severe Pressure and is in
danger of being trampled to death because
of the enormous numbers of people who go
there every weekend. A national park in
the Helena Valley would therefore be of
great value. Some of this area is State
forest and some of it is private property.
Some of it is in fact suitable for parks,
and it would not necessarily be a park
that would be consolidated. In other words.
the various areas could be joined up by
roads, and so on. I do not know whether
the Minister is satisfied with the national
park Position, or whether he has in actual
fact-

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry, I will have
to Pull you up. I feel Your comments should
be made on Part 9, Minister for Lands.

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: The National Parks
Hoard comes within part 4, so I thought
I would speak at this time.

Mr. Court: It comes under the Minister
for Lands.

The CHAIRMAN: I will accept it comes
under Part 4.

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr4
Chairman. I had finished what I wanted to
say. I wanted to draw the attention of the
Government to this problem. It would be a
pity If we alienated all our land without
Putting some aside for the recreation of
our Population.

MR. MENSAROS (Ploreat) (9.41 p.m.]:
I want to use this opportunity to make a
few comments. One is by way of query to
the Assistant to the Treasurer. Under the
revenue part of division 23 1 notice that
the new source of tax, pay-roll tax, makes
up more than one-third of the revenue.
There is no reference to an increase in
salaries or substantial increase in the num-
ber of people employed. I wonder whether
the cost of administration of this new
revenue is included here under miscel-
laneous items-"salary and or wage in-
creases"?

I wish to comment very briefly on the
Government Printer. I would like to ex-
press my congratulations to and apprecia-
tion of this department. This is perhaps
the only department throughout the Esti-
mates which does not anticipate an in-
crease in personnel-in fact it estimates a
smnall decrease. It is quite obvious that this
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is not because of less work in the Gov-
ernment Printing Office, but apparently the
Government Printer is very efficient. Hav-
ing had the good fortune to meet the pre-
sent Government Printer personally, I can
state he is a magnificent business organ-
iser, and as well as holding various degrees
he has gone on to acquire further qualifi-
cations in business management. Obviously
these achievements in the department are
a result of his administration.

I have one query in regard to this item-
the Estimates went up very little in com-
parison to last year's expenditure and yet
there is no amount shown for rebates. Is
this because other departments do not
order their requirements from the Govern-
ment Printer?

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Minister
for Education) [9.44 p.mi.]: I would like to
acknowledge the comments made by both
members in relation to part 4 of the
Estimates. In reply I indicate that I will
examine their comments and advise them
in writing.

Votes: Treasury, $558,000; Computer
Centre. $306,000; Audit, $406,000; Govern-
mnent Stores, $717,000; Taxation,
$2,604,000; Superannuation Board,
$136,00-put and passed.

Vote: Government Printer, $3,38,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Al-

lowances generally, $1,553 ,OO-
Mr. COURT: I would like to raise a

query with the Minister regarding the
method of accounting. I think this is the
point the member for Floreat raised. I
gather there has been a change in form
and where previously there was a deduc-
tion from expenditure for rebates from
other departments, this year we have the
revenue figures at the bottom of the sheet.
These show a nil return from State depart-
ments last year and this year an estimate
of $1,743,000. Can the Minister tell us from
the papers he has with him whether this
is just a change in accounting procedures,
and if so why? I can only assume that
the Treasury wants to bring the total
revenue into the Budget and not use the
net form it used before. This is a purer
way to show the figures but it is inter-
esting to note there was no comment by
the Treasurer. This is a rather big item
and I wonder if the Minister can enlighten
us on this point.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I am inclined to agree
with the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
This is a procedural matter rather than
one of substance-that is it is a change
in accounting methods.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
asked a question of the Treasurer last
week to explain certain steps which were
taken. These steps reversed procedures
which had applied since 1968. Certain
items were brought back into Consolidated

Revenue whereas previously they had been
credited to the General Loan Account.
The explanation for this is that every
effort was made to bring moneys back into
Consolidated Revenue in an attempt to
reduce the deficit. However, in this par-
ticular instance I do not think this prin-
ciple would apply and it is my impression
that the step is an accounting one rather
than one of substance. However, if the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition would
like me to obtain further information
about this I am prepared to do so.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Miscellaneous Services,

$47.1 42,000-
item No. 6: Agriculture Protection

Board, $1,525,000-
M.%r. COURT: There was no vote on this

item last year but the expenditure was
$467,554. This year the estimate is
('1 .525.000. Has the Minister the details
which are usually available on this item
or is the matter being handled by his col-
league? it might be related to the matter
on which I have been asking a number of
other questions.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: In addition to the
grant of $460,524 for this item in 1970-71,
an am-Lount of $347,719 was provided under
Special Acts,

Therefore, the effective increase in the
Government grant in 1971-72 is $709,727.
This additional contribution is required
to offset the loss in revenue due to the
abolition of vermin and noxious weeds
rates as from the 1st July, 1970. The loss
in revenue for the year 1970-71 was ab-
sorbed by utilising credit balances held by
the board. Does the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition seek further information?

Mr. Court:- No.
Item No. 29: Contribution to Local

Authorities Assistance Fund, $500,000-
Mr. RIDGE: I would like to know if

the Minister could provide some informa-
tion which I sought by way of questions
on the 19th November. 1 endeavoured to
find out what money had been distributed
from this fund. The question I asked
did not deal particularly with the method
of distribution, because I understood that
some of the money had been released
already to two local authorities. My
question was as follows:-

(1) Under the fund which has been
established to aid local authori-
ties in financial difficulty, which
shire councils have been assisted?

(2) In each instance, what was the
value of the aid?

(3) For what purpose were the funds
required?

(4) Have local authorities been -
cularised with details of the.
scheme?
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(5) If "Yes" will he table a copy of
the circular?

(6) If "No" when will they be ad-
vised?

(7) Apart from those already
assisted, which shires, if any.
have applied for aid from the
fun d?

The Minister replied-
(1) to (7) The method of distribution

from the fund is still being deter-
mined and it is hoped that an
announcement can be made very
soon.

I do not believe that answer is reasonable
inasmuch as I was told merely that
the method of distribution had not been
determined. I received a similar answer
to a question some days later. However,
despite that fact a member representing
the Lower North Province in another
place was able to make an announcement
In the Press on the 6th October indicating
that a particular shire had been granted
$35,000- 1 understand that money was
made available from the Treasurer's
Advance Account. I would think that if
the money was made available from that
account it would be recouped from this
fund. As far as I know, two advances
have been made and I understand they
were both for $35,000. I believe this
Chamber is entitled to further details
about how the money will be appropriated
to the various local authorities. At least
one local authority in mny area would like
to take advantage of this fund. If money
is distributed to some local authorities
without other local authorities having
been circularised as to how they should
go about applying for assistance, it is pos-
sible the money will be gone before they
are able to take advantage of the scheme.

Mr. RUSHTON: My remarks are of the
same nature as those of the member for
Kimberley. He has raised the points I
intended to raise. In recent times we
have heard of extra money coming from
the Commonwealth. and we understand
that tentative arrangements have been
made. When the Minister replies I wvon-
der whether he would tell us how this
money will be used in country areas.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I will commuent first
on the queries raised by the member for
Kimberley. I advise him that as far as
I am concerned and aware of no grant
has yet been made from this fund.

Mr. Ridge: Does the Treasurer's Ad-
vance Account have anything to do with
this fund?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Nothing at all.
Mr. Ridge: So the Advance Account

would not be recouped from this fund?
Mr. T. D. EVANS: Let me put It this

way: Loans have been made to two certain
local authorities, and I could name them

because details of the loans have been pub-
lished. Perhaps it is in respect of one
or both of those local authorities that the
mnember in another place made comment
in a newspaper. In one case a loan-and
I emphasise that these were loans-of
$15,000 was granted; and in the second
case a loan of $35,000 was granted. These
loans were, made to two local authorities
which fall into part of the Lower North
Province, which is represented by members
In another place. They were strictly loans,
they were to be interest free, and in each
case the repayments were stipulated not to
commence, but will commence as from the
1st July, 1972.

These loans were quite distinct from
and have no connection whatsoever with
the local government assistance fund, pro-
vision for which is made in the Budget.
I understand that the Treasury Depart-
mnent, together with the Local Govern-
mient Department, will administer this
fund. I am advised by notes which were
prepared subsequent to my becoming only
the Assistant to the Treasurer that com-
mencing in 1971-72 annual grants will be
made from this fund. No allocations have
as yet been made, and local authorities
will be informed of the mnodus operandi of
the scheme and the manner in which
applications for assistance should be made.

I do not mind saying that it was my
philosophy in promoting the provision for
this fund in the Budget that local auth-
orities which are able to demonstrate that
they need assistance in order to Carry
out their proper functions may receive
assistance from the fund. I can assure
the member for Kimberley that to the
best of my knowledge no allocations have
yet been made from the fund.

Mr. Rushton: would you not agree that
it is getting late now? Somne of these
matters are urgent.

Mr. T. D, EVANS: In reply to the mnern-
her for Dale, I would say he must have
regard for the fact that the Butdget was
Introduced on the 16th september. At
that time It was not foreseen that the
Commonwealth would make any grants at
all to local authorities throughout Aus-
tralia. The fact that the Commonwealth
has now promised assistance is gratifying.
Whether the Commonwealth grant to the
State will go into this particular pool
and be distributed according to the
manner in which the fund will be distri-
buted remains to be seen. I would think
it Is preferable to have one fund rather
than administer State and Commonwealth
moneys separately.

Mr. Court: Can you assure us that the
8500,000 will be distributed by the end
of the financial year?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: That is the Intention.
as far as I am aware.

Mr. Court: They need It now. That is
the point. Why don't you play Father
Christmas?
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: I would like to
ask the Minister what is the basis and the
reason for these loans which are available
to local authorities partly free of interest
and at low interest rates? Also, has he
advised the local authorities of the avail-
ability of the loans?

Mr. T.X D. EVANS: In the case of the
two local authorities which became the
beneficiaries of the particular loans, care-
ful scrutiny of the applications was made.
In each case it was determined that If a
loan had not been made the local authori-
ties would have been unable to carry, out
their proper functions pursuant to the
Local Government Act.

Item No. 31: Country High School
Hostels Authority, $277,000-

Mr, LEWIS: I would like to ask the
Minister whether the amount of $277,000
allocated to the Country High School
Hostels Authority this year represents the
interest and sinking fund accumulated by
Treasury in regard to dealings of the
-authority.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I wish to speak on the
same item, Mr. Chairman. I tunderstand
that when the Country High School Hostels
Authority erects a building it pays only
for the cost of the building; It is not re-
sponsible for future maintenance. in re-
gard to the hostel at Bunbury, in my opinion
this policy leads to a poor class of build-
ing because no regard is paid for the main-
tenance in view of the fact that someone
else has to foot the bill. I was wondering
whether it would not be wise to grant the
authority more money so that not only
could It finance the erection of the building
but also pay for the cost of the main-
tenance.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: In replying to the
member for Moore first, I would point out
the increase provides for the full year cost
of debt charges on loans raised in 1969-70
and additional costs of new loans to be
raised during the current financial year.

In reply to the member for Bunbury, he
will be aware that the Loan Council places
an embargo of $3,000 on the maximum
amount a small authority can borrow with-
out the approval of the Loan Council.
Under section 12 of the Act the maximum
amount the Country High School Hostels
Authority can borrow in any one year Is
$3,000, unless the Loan Council is prepared
to increase it. To date It has not shown
any tendency to do this, because our Pre-
mier, at the last meeting in June, pressed
for local authorities to be permitted to
borrow up to $450.000, but his plea fell on
deaf ears despite the fact he was supported
by the other Premiers.

So it Would not be possible to expect the
Country High School Hostels Authority to
borrow in excess of $3,000, because if the
Act were amended for this to be done, not

only the excess, but the total amount
would be deducted from its own financial
programme.

Item No. 34: Criminology Research
Council, $3,500-

Mr. WILLIAMS: I notice that $3,750
was allocated for the establishment of a
Criminology Research Council in 1910-71
but no expenditure was incurred. This
year I notice that the estimate for this
item is $3,500. Is there some delay in
setting up this research council, and, if
so, when is it likely to be started?

Mr. T. 10. EVANS: The amount of
$3,750 provided in the 1970-71 financial
year was not taken up because of the
delay in establishing the council. The
amount provided is only the State's con-
tribution to the fund. It is for a part year
in expectation that the council will be
established later in this financial year.
'The details are that to meet the'problem,
of crime in Australia the Commonwealth
made two proposals which are-

(a) To establish an "Institute of
Criminology" financed by the
Commonwealth at an initial cost
of $100,000 per annum to conduct
and sponsor research studies and
investigations.

(b) To establish a fund of about
$100,000 to finance particular re-
search projects. This fund would
be controlled by an inter-govern-
mental council called the Crimi-
nology Research Council. The
Council would also evaluate re-
search needs.

The Commonwealth proposes to find half
the total of the fund and the balance is
to be contributed by the States on a popu-
lation basis.

Item No. 37: Day Care Centres--Sub-
sidies towards Construction, $60,000-

Mr. RUSHTON: This estimate is double
that of last year. I was wondering whether
the Minister could explain if there is some
particular reason.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The increased pro-
vision is required to meet expected subsi-
dies towards the construction costs of day
care centres and is considered sufficient to
cover possible applications. The item pro-
vides for a scheme of assistance designed
to encourage the establishment of day care
centres; to cater particularly for the child-
ren of parents in needy circumstances who
go out to work. The scheme was first
introduced in 1970-71.

Subsidies will be paid on a dollar-for-
dollar basis with local authorities up to a
maximum in each case of $15,000 or 25 per
cent, of the cost of the building, whichever
is the lesser.

Item No. SO: Drought Relief, $19,000-
Mr. W. 0- YOUNG: My understanding

of the situation is that the Drought Relief
Committee, as distinct from the Drought
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Relief Advisory Committee, was wound up
on the 30th June and virtually went out
of existence. I was wondering to whom
the $19,000 was to be made available.

Mr. RUSHTON: Some months ago we
heard about the help that was to be
afforded to farmers. I was wondering
under what item this would come. I was
wondering whether we would deal with it
under this Item.

Mr, H. D). EVANS: May I clear up this
point for the member for Dale? My refer-
ence is to a number of measures that have
been introduced with a view to aiding the
rural industry. I refer to the special loans
of $2,000 made earlier in the year against
a crop lien.

I will give a run-down of some of the
points I have listed here. The Govern-
ment took up the Ord River cotton grow-
ing subsidy, when the Commonwealth
Government withdrew, to the tune of
approximately $200,000. Where subsidised
veterinary practices existed the salary
range has been increased to something
over double. The establishment of a check
point on the Eyre Highway has been
undertaken and the financing of that will
be met. The subsidy for wool to be carted
to the Albany wool sales has been met, and
an increased subsidy has been made on
wheat that is being carted into certain
sidings.

Mr. W. A. Manning, What item are we
discussing, Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: Item 39, but I think
we are getting a little away from drought
relief_

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I accept your ruling
on that, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I have some notes
here that will interest the member for
Roe. In 1969-70 and 197G-71, expenditure
on drought relief measures was $770,083
and $373,239, respectively. The lower pro-
vision in the current year should be suffi-
cient to finalise claims for transport
subsidies and to allow for expected claims
from the Rural and Industries Bank in
respect of exploratory drilling for water.

Item No. 40; Dyslexia Association of
W.A., $2,000-

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am disappointed to
see a reduction ini this item. I had the
pleasure of putting forward the case on
behalf of this association to the previous
Treasurer, and the grant of $4,000 was
agreed to. We are told that this rear the
grant is to be reduced, as are the grants
to most other organisations. However,
some of the grants have been retained at
the existing level. For example, the grant
of $3,600 to the Australian Council for
Educational Research remains at the same
level this year; likewise the grant of
$10,000 to the Braille Society remains at
the same level.

I amn not arguing about other associa-
tions getting more than or the same
amount as they did last year. The Dys-
lexia Association is trying to make the
people become aware of a problem. Even
though it has set up an office and paid for
some equipment, I believe it can still make
good use of $4,000 to promote its activities.
If the Government does not spend its
funds in one way it will spend them in
another way, and by helping this associa-
tion the Treasurer will be saving money
on the educational side.

I hope that next year this grant will
be Increased, because the association Is
doing a good job in the educational field
aind in bringing this problem to the notice
of people.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The work being done
by the Dyslexia Association is appreciated
by the Government. It is not a question
of this association being penalised or
victimised, because th Government is
conscious of the value of Its efforts on
behalf of the community, and It is pleased
with the work the association is doing.

I am sure all the organisations
which receive Treasury grants could do
with a little more. However, the over-
riding reason for the reduction was that
the Government was lacing a deficit of
$3,500,000, but that amount has since
grown to in excess of $4,000,000. At the
time the Budget was framed there was a
need to harness scarce funds. It was
recogynised that if this association was to
be established, an initial grant of $4,000
would be made to help in the establish-
ment.

Mr. Williams: To help in the adminis-
tration.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: To help in the estab-
lishmnent. I share the view of the honour-
able member that this amount could be
augmented in future Years.

Item No. 41: Eastern GoldfleldS Trans-
port Board-Assistance. $ 30,400-

Mr. McPHARLIN: I would like some in-
formation on this Item.

Mr. T7. D. EVANS: The increase of
$19,446 is due mainly to the provision of
$18,400, being the Government's contribu-
tion towards the cost of two new buses
for the transport service. A further
$18,400 towards these buses will be pro-
vided by the local authorities. Briefly,
since 1951 the Governent has assisted
this transport board in the operation of a
transport service for the goldfields people.

As member for Kalgoorlie I have in this
Chamber commended the forner Minister
for Transport for the Interest he took and
the understanding he displayed towards
this transport board. The Government is
carrying on a similar policy.

Item No. 43: Family Planning Associa-
tion, S4,000-
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Mr. MENSAROS: This is a new grant to
the Family Planning Association. I
received some queries this morning from
People who are very interested in this
association and its efforts. I do not expect
the Treasurer to know all about this, but
in one of the Publications the Western
Australian address is given in the name
of one of the Minister's colleagues In this
Parliament. Can the Minister for Educa-
tion tell us whether this association has
got off the ground and whether the grant
has been or will be expended, because some
People have complained that nothing much
Eppeared to have happened so far?

Mr. T. D). EVANS: If I might change
hats, I now speak as the Attorney-Gene-
ral. I think it was last week that I signed
the certificate which was necessary In the
case of this organisation, pursuant to the
Associations Incorporation Act, certifying
there was such an organisation for which
the benefits of the Associations Incorpora-
tion Act could be extended, so that the
association could be incorporated.

That certificate has gone to the office
of the Registrar of Companies. I think it
will be a matter of course that the associa-
tion will be incorporated. This is an Initial
grant of $4,000, to enable the establish-
mient of and the cost of operating a family
planning clinic. A Teassessment of the
grant will be made at the end of 1971-72
in the light of experience.

Mar. Mensaros: Is such a clinic estab-
lished in Melville?

Mr. T. fl. EVANS: I understand the
grant is for the establishment of a clinic
at Melville.

Item No. 64: Kindergarten Association
of W.A., $525,000-

Mr. RUJSHTON: The Increase in this
grant is related to a formula which was8
laid down by the previous Government.
It Is merely the same figure being carried
on. I am aware there has been a levy of
another 10c on Parents who send their
children to this organisation. T am also
aware that the teaching staff and the aids
cost more. Although this formula makes
a certain adjustment It does not accommo-
date the increased costs. I wonder
whether the Minister can give me an ex-
Planation in regard to Increased costs.
Thie association has been under strong
pressure for a very long while, and already
the parents are making a heavy contribu-
tion. I wonder whether it is intended to
give them a little extra help in the near
future.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The increase of
$40.717 Is largely the result of the
Dlecember, 1970, revision of the formula
providing automatic variation in the grant
over normal operating expenses. The
revised formula fixed 1970 as the base
year, and varies the grant with rises in

kindergarten teachers' salaries, the bet-
terment factor, and the number of child-
ren attending kindergartens. The basis of
the assistance Is subject to review before
1974.

Item No. 72: Metropolitan (PertI)
Passenger Transport Trust-Recoup of
Losses, $2,489,000-

Mr. MCPHARLIN: This item appears to
increase year by Year, and has now reach-
ed $2,489,000. Would the Minister explain
the reasons for this?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The increased provis-
ion is required as a result of increased lab-
our and material costs, depreciation, and
debt charges. These are expected to be
partly offset by Increased revenue from
fares and bus hire. The it-em provides a
recoup to the trust of its losses for each
financial Year. The components of ex-
penditure in 1969-70 and 1971-72 are-

Financial recoup on 1969-
70 loss ..

Recoup of 1970-71 loss
Advance towards estimate

of 1971-72 loss

308
1,790,692

2,488.039
This particular item was the subject of
comments during the Budget speech. The
Government seriously studied the tenl-
dency of the trust to lose money, and al-
though it decided on this occasion not to
increase fares, the matter is causing some
great concern.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: What is the at-
titude towards unpayable bus routes? The
Railways Department, which provides
buses for country areas, discontinues
routes which are not payable. Is thle
same attitude adopted towards thle unpay-
able routes controlled by the trust.

Mr. T. Di. EVANS: The member for
Narrog in should address a question to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Transport. I can speak only on the over-
all figures and not in relation to detailed
bus routes.

Item No. 78: National Fitness Council,
$13,900-

Mr. LEWIS: Could the Minister explain
tbe reduction in this vote? The National
Fitness Council has been in existence for
many years and is one of the few bodies
in its category which has been cut down
this year.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Provision has been
made for a State contribution towards
equipment for the Hawkedale sports and
recreation centre, contouring, fencing, and
stone work at the Bunbury hostel, and
fencing of 80 acres of land at Sorrento.
Under a subsidy scheme the Common-
wealth contributes one-third and the State
two-thirds of the cost of approved pro-
jects. In previous years work undertaken
was renovation and provision of a water
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supply at Point Peron and development
and consolidation of sporting areas in the
Eunibury hostel grounds.

The equipping of the Hawkedale centre
will be carried out in 1971-72, but insuf-
ficient State funds are available so a delay
will occur in the first stage of development
of the Sorrento complex. I regret I am
unable to give any more details.

Item No. 80: National Safety Council,
$46.S00-

Mr. O'NEIL: In 1970-71 a sum of
$39-264 was spent out of a vote of $40,000.
This year the vote has been increased by
$6,500. 1 recall quite vividly that during
the election campaign the Premier prom-
ised a substantial increase to the Indus-
trial Safety Division of the National Safety
Council. This division has been assisted
by Government grants in each of the past
six years. I am anxious to know whether
or not the Premier's promise of a sub-
stantial increase to this division has been
kept and whether it is included in the
$6,500 increase in this vote.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The vote shown for
the industrial safety division is $12,000.

Mr. Q'Neil: That is the same as it has
been for the last six years.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: This division was
established in 1961, and if there has been
no uplift in the vote-

Mr. O'Neil, It is another broken prom-
ise.

Mr. T. D. EVANS:-I will, with his
compliments and kind regards, pass the
honourable member's comments on to the
Premier.

Item No. Ill: St. John Ambulance As-
scciation, 8275,000-

MrY. COURT: Last year the expenditure
w~as $246,222 out of a. vote of $265,000. if
one is correctly informed from the reports
published fromn time to time, this partic-
ular association is having extreme diffi-
culty in maintaining a service at the re-
quired level. I also understand that some
of the fast-growing towns, such as Port
Redlanci, are having- extreme difficulty in
physically coping with the requirements of
the high road accident rate. In such areas
it is necessary for the ambulances to
cover long distances.

I am not clear whether the same general
organisation participates in those areas or
whether they are treated separately be-
cause they happen to be in rural districts.
Can the Minister tell us whether the Gov-
ernment intends to make an increase in
this vote? The Minister for Housing might
be able to tell us something more specific
about the problems of the Port Hedland
ambulance to which I referred to give an
example. The increased demand in such
areas is made not only on the vehicles
themselves, but also on the personnel who
drive them.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Provision has been
made under this item for Government
grants to the association towards the
operating costs of the head centre, and
capital works for subcentres. Provision
for 1971-72 is made up as follows:-

Operating costs of transport
service . -. .... .. 237,000

Provision for subsidies to
needy subcentres ... .. 3,000

Replacement of ambulances ... 15,000
Subsidies for new ambulances 10,000
Subsidies for building projects 10,000

$275,000

That explains the aggregate vote of
S275.000. I have no further details apart
from the reference to subsidies for needy
subcentres.

Mr. Court: That amount seems to be
grossly inadequate. Could you let us know
tomorrow at Question time whether the
Provision of further sums is proposed?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I invite the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to ask a question
without notice tomorrow, but I would like
him to give me some notice of the specific
question early in the morning.

Mr. O'Neil: Six o'clock?
Mr. T. D. EVANS: Not that early.
Item No. 128t: Taxi Control Board,

83,000-
Mr. COURT: There was no vote last

year, but there is a vote of $3,000 this year.
I wonder why, all of a sudden, a vote has
been made.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: This item provides for
the balance of a Treasury grant of $28,000
made available to the board for the pur-
pose of acquiring and improving land at
Midland as an off-street taxi stand. In
1969-70 an amount of $25,000 was paid for
the acquisition of the site. The grant
provided in the Estimates for the current
year will enable the board to erect the
necessary facilities for taxi operators and
patrons.

Item No. 131: Tourist Development
Authority, $892.000-

Mr. RUSHTON: I recently attended a
conference of country tourist bureaus and
it was stated that the grant for country
areas had been cut appreciably. The Min-
ister representing the Minister for
Tourism at the conference expressed the
keenness of the Government in tourism.
but that keenness is not reflected in the
grant.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The increase is pro-
vided to meet additional salary costs due
to salary variations and an additional pay
period. The authority is improving its
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methods to attract tourists and It is ex-
pected that increased Publicity and ad-
ministrative expenses will be partially
offset by additional revenue which is paid
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

The authority will also raise private
loans totalling $300,000 to provide funds
to enable hotels to upgrade accommoda-
tion to meet tourist demands. For the
first time this year a telex system was In-
stalled at our Government Tourist Bureaii,
and at the offices in Adelaide, Melbourne,
and Sydney.

The reason for certain cuts is the same
as that given in respect of many other
items where the need has been to
economise. The Government has been
very conscious of the need to economise
and tourist development has been Involved
in this direction by a cut in film-making.

The Premier has streamlined film-
making in all Government departments,
A special committee has been set up on
which the Tourist Development Authority
is represented and in future every effort
will be made to minimise or avoid duplica-
tion. It is obvious that in previous years,
during the Period of the former Govern-
ment, there was some duplication.

Mt., Court: I hope the department does
not finish up with a shortage of films
because they are a wonderful promotion
medium.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I think it will be
agreed that there was some duplication
'with the Department of Industrial
Development and the Tourist Develop-
ment Authority. We hope by careful
planning to effect a great deal of saving
in 'this area without any diminution of
the quality and quantity of film.

Mr. FLETCHER: I would like to refer
to the W.A. Hornet Association.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no number
associated with that item.

Item No. 141: Western Australian
Coastal Shipping Commission-Rcoupi of
Losses, $2,907,000-

Mr. REID: There are two matters re-
garding the Coastal Shipping Commission
which concern me. Firstly, it has been
decided to cancel the service to Darwin,
but the service has been temporarily ex-
tended for a trial period. Secondly, freight
rates are to be increased.

I consider that wisdom has been lacking
in the handling of the service to the north-
west. There has been a dramatic change
and a drop in the amount of freight car-
ried by the State Shipping Service since
freights were increased in 1970. The re-
duction has been closely related to the
economnic, situation which the comnmission
is facing today.

It appears to me to be false economy
to make cuts in the service in order to
save money. The overall economy of the
State will be disadvantaged many times

by that amount. on the 19th June, 1970,
a 50 cubic foot load of timber-weighing
about 35 cwt.-cost $34.60 to ship to
Darwin. In 1971 the cost had risen to $50
for the same load.

Our timber industry is closely related to
the Darwin market, and the timber can
reach Darwin only by means of the
Coastal Shipping Service. If the service
is not available then the markets will be
lost to Malaysia and other Asian countries.
The increase in the period I mentioned
represents 45 per cent. I can see there
is some need for the Coastal Shipping
Commission to recoup Its losses, but in
endeavouring to minimise those lasses
tremendous disadvantages are being Im-
posed on secondary Industry. Transport
costs are so high that goods are going into
Darwin from somewhere else. The fuel
and lubricating oil market has probably
halved in the period. One firm alone has
a $1,000,000 investment at Darwin and it
has been seriously affected by the threat
to discontinue the service.

The extension of the service for a trial
period of three months has shaken the
confidence of the people in Western Aus-
tralia and the traders in Darwin. The
answer is not to Increase freights when
so many industries are affected.

I would like the Minister to comment
on the desirability of extending the trial
period. Also, is it intended steadily to
increase freight rates further? I believe
the new ships will be able to carry a wider
range of cargo.

Mr. T. DI. EVANS: The member for
Blackwood has spoken with somne feeling.
but I must Indicate that he has no great
understanding of the true situation. The
Consolidated Revenue Fund derives revenue
from certain well established areas. one
Is. State taxation, one Is Territorial
Charges, and another Is fees. Of course,
there are also commonwealth grants. With
the exception of the Commonwealth grant
our areas from which revenue is received
lack flexibility and the capacity to re-
spond in any sensitive way to any move-
ment In the overall state of the economy.

Whilst the member for Blackwood said
it would be in the best Interests of the
overall State economy for the Darwin ser-
vice to be maintained without any threat
of closure, the overall State economy will
not make any great impact on the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund because our
methods of extracting revenue from the
general economy are such that any chiange
In the buoyancy of the economy is not re-
flected Within the receipts of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund.

If we look at the amount set aside to
recoup losses on the Western Australian
Coastal Shipping Commission we find it
is $2.907.000. This is indeed startling.
It means that every John Citizen
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in Western Australia Is being asked to con-
tribute to a loss of something approaching
$3,000,000. Consequently, the Government
had to be conscious of the position.

Even the former Government was cons-
cious of it and endeavoured to purchase
new LASH-type ships which would, in
turn, effect some economies in the ser-
vice. The previous Government found that
the cost of the LASH-type ships was such
that it was not a financially economic
proposition to purchase this new type of
vessel. At that time there was a change
of Government.

The Government, without my apologis-
ing for it, has done what it believes to be
in the best interests of John Citizen in
Western Australia. At the same time it
has been conscious of the interests of
specialised industries which derive benefit
from the Wyndham service. For this
reason, long before announcing any de-
cision in the Budget, the State Government
made very strong overtures to the Com-
monwealth Government. Certainly this is
not the first approach that has been made
to the Prime Minister. I hope it will be
successful, but we have a history of rejec-
tion by the Commonwealth. The approach
was, firstly, to enable the State Shipping
Service to meet its operating expenses for
the Darwin service; and, secondly, to ac-
quire another vessel which is needed if
the Darwin run is to be continued.

Having regard for the overall State
economy which the honourable member
mntio+ned, .era-r certainly entitled to
c onsider the" fact -that the people being
serviced in the Northern Territory are not
Western Australians but Australians and
under the direct Jurisdiction of the Com-
monwealth Government.

Mr. REID: The Minister said I spoke
with little understanding. That may be,
but I am afraid I still cannot reconcile
his argument. Perhaps the question is
clouded a little because the Western Auls-
tralian Coastal Shipping Commission's
financial year is from January to Decem-
ber; the Estimates are for the year ending
the 30th June. 1972. This rather compli-
cates the matter because some adjustment
must be made In the amounts. It is hard
to reconcile the two amounts with the
estimate.

The Minister said John Citizen was the
man who will pay the bill and we would
not be catering for Western Australians.
The life blood of one Industry, the timber
industry, is threatened and, indeed, this
was the subject of a motion moved by a
private member in the Chamber. I could
refer to many local Papers which carry
headlines on this subject. The Bridgetown
and Manjimup districts In particular claim
that their fate is irrefutably tied up with
the Darwin market which, in turn, is tied
up with the Western Australian Coastal
Shipping Commission.

I do not know how it would be Possible
to work out exactly bow much this is worth
in terms of employment opportunities and
the like, but many local business firma have
established themselves in Darwin which is
considered by all the experts to be a
growth market. Are we to cut off that
market and the opportunity to develop it
for Western Australia? I do not think
there is any doubt that this will happen.
The only doubt is how much will be saved
by discontinuing the Darwin service. Fine
ships have been introduced which should
be able to cater for a growth market. How
employed those in the timber industry, the
freezing and chilling industry, the flour
industry, the beer industry, the grocery
industry, and the industries of other agri-
cultural products? All of these industries
have shown dramatic declines since the
rather rapid Increase in freight rates.
Minister to offer some reason for the re-
duction.
much will it cost in terms of keeping

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I advise the honour-
able member that sympathy on the part
of the Government is not lacking. If he
wishes to further the cause of the Western
Australian economy. in general, and the
industries he refers to, in particular, I
suggest he send all his newspaper cuttings
to his Country Party colleagues in the
Federal Government.

Item No. 147: Youth Council of WA.,
$215,000-

Mr. LEWIS: I am extremely disappoint-ed the amount of money allocated to the
Youth Council of W.A. has been cut from$250,000 to $215,000. This body was
established by Statute some Years ago and
has broken new ground In Western Aus-
tralia. After the guidelines were set out
I believe it has done fine work for the
Youth of Western Australia.

The council has trained Youth leaders
and assisted in setting up youth clubs as
well as helping other clubs which have
found themselves in difficulties over the
years.

This Is a Period where we could
assume the need for this kind of work is
greater than ever before and, for this
reason, I am disappointed that the council
is to receive $35,000 less. I invite the
Minister to offer some reason for the
reduction.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is certainly a retro-
grade step to cut the grant to the Youth
Council of W.A. Most of us are aware of
the good work the council has done for
the youth of Western Australia. The re-
duction certainly needs explanation,
because less money will not help the cause.

Groups such as the safety Bay Life-
saving Club, which has a mercy boat, are
totally dependent on funds raised by local
people to help the young. This could not
be a. better cause and it is something that
should be helped.
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I think it is a serious matter to reduce
the amount or money available to the
Youth Council of W.A. and I hope the
Minister will give a clear explanation of
the reason. I feel quite strongly on this
matter as the work of the council should
continue.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The decrease is
due to a reduction in the grant Provided
for building projects. I suggest we ana-
lyse the grant for this year compared with
the grants which were made available in
1969-70 and 1970-71 under the headings
of-

(a) Administration costs.
(b) Leadership training.
(c) Operating grant to youth organ-

isations.
(d) Grants for building projects.

I shall refer to the amounts that apply to
those headings. In 1969-70 the administra-
tion cost was $24,800; in 1970-71, It was
$32,800: for this financial year it is
$37,134, an increase of some $5,000. In
1969-70 leadership training was $16,500;
in 1970-71, $18,600: and in 1971-72,
$18,700, a slight increase of $100. In
1969-70 the operating grant to youth
organisations was $86,650; last year it was
$148,600: this year it is $149,166. AS I have
mentioned, the diminution came in the
amount set aside for building projects.

Whilst the work this Organisation has
done is appreciated, it becomes a question
of a cut having to be made somewhere. I
do not think anyone would disagree that
economies have to be effected in certain
grants. I might be particularly interested
in this Organisation and another member
might be more interested in another or-
ganisation. It is so easy for us to ask,
"Why did this Organisation have to suffer?
Why did the axe have to fall here?"
Members are quite right in raising these
points but at the same time I think they
would be more responsible If they came
forward and said, "I think that organisa-
tion has received too much. Something
should be chopped off that Organisation to
augment the grant made to another."

It is a difficult matter to determine
priorities. On this occasion, this Is -how
the Priorities have been determined. 'The
explanation is that possibly the need did
not exist. A great need existed this year
for capital projects. Members will realise
that although In other areas the amount
has been greatly decreased, at least the
quality of leadership provided in these
other important areas has been main-
tained.

Mr. RUSHTON: The explanation given
by the Minister indicates there has been
a- cut in the very necessary items. For
instance, administration has had a lift
but every other item has remained static,
which means that because of the Inflation-
ary trend there has been a cut in each

one. Therefore, the extent or quality of
the services will be lower. This Is certainly
a retrograde step.

Mr. T. D. Evans:
nominate some other
suggest its grant shoui(

Would you like to
Organisation and

I be reduced?
Mr. RUSHTON: The Government is ap-

plying the priorities. I am saying the cuts
should not be applied in the section deal-
ing with youth.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You might assist me
by recommending where I can make up the
leeway.

Mr. RUJSHTON: Let me come in on the
total event and I will recommend many
changes.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do it publicly. You
have the Estimates in front of you.

Mr. RUSHTON: It should be done in the
beginning. It is no good coming in hap-
hazardly.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I will give you a red
pencil.

Mr. RUISHTON: To have cuts in this
section dealing with youth, where there is
so much more to be done, is totally un-
satisf actory.

Item No. 152: Contribution to State
Development Fund, $950,000-

Mr. WV. A.' MANNING: Could the Minis-
ter tell us what this refers to?

Mr. COURT: Before the Minister speaks,
I assume this is the item referred to in
connection with one of the iron ore com-
pany transactions whereby the contribu-
tion was being treated on this basis to
assist the company with its taxation prob-
lem. I have searched the Auditor-General's
Report and tried to find some allocation
of the money but I cannot find it in any
of the accounts. Perhaps the Minister
could tell us wvhether it has been applied
and whether it has been applied in the
north of the State.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: This item provides
for the appropriation of contributions
from mining companies for capital works,
paid in the form of additional royalties
to a State development fund. In the past,
contributions for capital works have not
Passed through the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. However, the revised agreement
with the Mount Goldsworthy joint ven-
turers provides for these contributions to
be paid in the form of additional royalties
which, under the Provisions of the Con-
stitution Act, must be paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue.

It is expected that a sum of $950,000
will be paid by Mount Goldsworthy in
1971-72 under this arrangement. Direct
capital contributions from other companies
will also be paid into the fund and pay-
ments from it for specific capital works
will be made on the authority of the
Treasurer.
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Mr. COURT: Could the Minister tell us
where the money will be spent? Will it
be related to the regions from which these
contributions are coming or will it be spent
on a general State-wide basis?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I am unable to advise
that. I think a question addressed to the
Treasurer will elicit the information
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition re-
quires.

Item No. 174: Welshpool Industrial Dis-
Pute Unemployment Relief, $200-

Mr. COURT: This item completely
mystifies me. I am wandering why we have
gone into the relief business.

Mr. Taylor: To help give us the better
industrial situation this State has had for
quite a while. That is the answer.

Mr. Graham: That is what upsets the
Liberals.

Mr. Taylor: It is acknowledged that we
have an excellent record in this State.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I will explain this.
I thought the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition might have been satisfied with the
comment made by the Minister for Labour.
The item provides for a special unemploy-
ment relief of one week's pay to three
workers who were displaced as a result of
an industrial dispute at Welshpool.

Mr. Taylor: Workers who could not be
re-employed.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Forests, $l,873,000-put and

passed.
Pat: ryinister for Community Wel-

fare-
Vote: Child Welfare, $6,574,000-put and

passed.
Vote: Native Welfare, $3,145,000-
Item No. 1: Amount required for ser-

vices for th~e Year, $3,145,000-
Mr. LEWIS: There has been a reduction

in the vote for housing from $814,447 to
$443,100. Can the Minister give an ex-
planation of this? I realise the Minister
is at some disadvantage here.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I am unable to assist
but if the member for Moore would like
to have a question without notice prepared
tomorrow I am sure the information will
be supplied.

Vote put and passed.
Part 6: Minister for Police-
Vote: Police, $13,811,000-put and

passed.
Part 7: Minister for Mines and North-

Wvest-

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [10.58
P.m.]: Today I asked six questions of the
Minister for Mines. I thought they were
relatively simple questions and that I
would receive the same sort of answer.

The questions were to this effect: Would
he lay on the Table of the House certain
information? What specific leakages was
he referring to? What were the circum-
stances in which they occurred? What
action was taken in connection with the
leakages? Was anyone disciplined as a
result? What action was taken to prevent
a recurrence of similar leakages? When
was such action taken? The answer I
received was an extraordinary one. It
read-

(1) to (6) For the information of the
honourable member, steps taken
within the Mines Department to
ensure greater security have, as
far as can be judged, been success-
ful. It is not proposed to disclose
further Information on this sub-
ject in view of the confidential
negotiations currently being
transacted with large overseas and
local companies.

Mr. Court: I thought it was a fairly
good answer.

Mr. ORAYDEN: The other day the Min-
ister for Mines supported some allegations
which were made by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. There were headlines
right across the Daily News, "Mines Minis-
ter Tells of Plugging Leaks."

Mr. Graham: Evidently we did not plug
them all.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The article reads as
follows:-

The Minister for Mines, Mr. Don
May, said today that safeguards had
been placed on confidential govern-
ment material to prevent leakages.

"When you're dealing with millions
of dollars and tons of ore, It's essen-
tial that precautions be taken-for
the confidence of the state as well as
to protect overseas Interests," he said.

Mr. may came out in support of
allegations by the deputy-leader of
the Opposition, Mr. Court, in the
Legislative Assembly last night-alle-
gations that Mr. Lang Hancock today
dismissed as "a lot of baloney."

Said Mr. May: "I have been sur-
prised at the short time it takes for
information in confidential letters to
get into the hands of Hanwright, and
subsequently into the press."

These are the sort of comments appearing
on the front page of the Daily News. One
cannot get an answer to a simple question,
"Will the Minister lay information in the
House to substantiate the charges?" I
asked about specific leakages and I am
confronted with a wall of silence.

This wall of silence indicates to me that
the Minister knows of no evidence to sup-
port the allegation he made. The serious
point about it is that it has done irrepar-
able harm to the characters of two individ-
uals, Hancock and Wright. They have been
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vilified as a consequence of this statement
under Privilege in Parliament. When I
attempted to find out on what groundA
they were vilified I received an answer
like that. This is a hopelessly Inadequate
way to reply to a question. Either the
Minister does not want to answer the
question or he cannot answer it. Person-
ally I could not care less whether I get
an answer but I wanted the Minister to
give the two Individuals concerned an
opportunity to clear themselves, This
statement by the Minister for Mines is
completely unsubstantiated.

I Provided the Minister for Mines with
an opportunity to make it clear to mem-
hers and to the People of this State that
there was a basis for his allegation. When
the Minister makes a statement that a
leakage has occurred, surely it is reason-
able to ask him to lay evidence on the
Table of the House to justify the state-
ment. Surely it is reasonable to ask him
what specific leakages he is referring to
and the circumstances in which they oc-
curred. Surely it is reasonable to ask what
action was taken in connection with the
leakages. There can be nothing confiden-
tial about that. Was anyone disciplined
as a result of this? Surely it is reasonable
to ask what action was taken to prevent
a recurrence of similar leakages and when
such action was taken.

I asked whether there was any evidence
to establish that Hancock and Wright were
involved in the leakages, and, as I say, I
received an answer like that.

Some time ago I asked a series of ques-
tions about iron ore in the Pilbara. For
instance, I asked one on the 9th Septem-
ber, 1971. This was quite a long question
and I received this answer-

The questions asked by the Mem-
bher would require considerable
research and examination of records.

In view of the fact that depart-
mental officers are working under
extreme pressure to overcome arrears
of work and prepare a new Mining
Act, it is regretted that I am unable
to supply the information requested
by the Member.

That is the sort of excuse we were getting
12 months ago. It was justified then be-
cause there was tremendous Pressure on
the staff of the Mines Department at that
time. However, we get the same reply in
September of this year. On the same day-
that is, the 9th September, 1971-1 asked
another question. It was as follows:-

(1) How itany temporary reserves for
minerals other than iron have not
been renewed because of failure
to carry out work on such re-
serves?

(2) What are the identifying num-
.bers of such reserves?

I received the same reply to this question.
The Minister was not prepared to give me
any information at all.

I actually asked three questions under
the one heading and the Minister an-
swered the same way each time. This is
a conspiracy of silence in respect of my
attempts to find out what is happening
in the Pilbara. These are all reasonable
questions.

Mr. Bickerton: Why did you not ask
the member?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member? I do not
think the member would be able to answer
these particular questions.

The information I was seeking is avail-
able in the Mines Department. Surely
the departmental officers would want to
know this information, Surely the Min-
ister for Mines and the Government would
want to know because this would disclose
the situation in respect of temporary re-
serves. It would show which of the recip-
ients of these reserves were able to renew
their tenure without any trouble. It would
indicate others who could not renew the
tenure under any circumstances irrespec-
tive of the money they had spent.

The information would have disclosed
the true state of affairs, but the Minister
answers, "The officers are under too much
pressure."

On the 15th September of this year I
went further and asked this question-

In respect of question 8 on Wed-
nesday, 8th September, 1921, and an-
swered on Thursday, 9th September
when answering question 5 of that
day, would he be Pirepared to nom-
inate some date in the future when he
will supply the information requested?

The answer to this question was, "No." I
was asking could this information be ob-
tained at some time in the future when
the departmental officers were not very
busy. The answer was a flat. "No."

In those circumstances I feel I am
thoroughly justified in saying it is futile
for me to seek to obtain information about
what is happening in the iron ore indus-
try.

Mr. Hartrey: Take your complaint to the
ombudsman!

Mr. GRAYDEN: It should not be neces-
sary to make the complaint to the
ombudsman because here we are dealing
with some very serious matters.

The issue winl be raised again in the
next session of Parliament and this in-
formation will be obtained if I have to
employ somebody to go through the files.
It is not a big Job.

On the same day I asked the Minister
for Mines this question-

How many temporary reserves for
iron ore have been granted since
1960?

1154
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The Minister replied-
671 temporary, reserves for iron ore
have been created since 1980. This
number also takes into account
temporary reserves the subject of
special agreement Acts.

That is the total of the iron ore reserves
which have been granted since 1960-671.
In those circumstances it is perfectly
reasonable to ask the Minister to obtain
the information and supply it to me.

I wish to state that a member should
be able to obtain information about what
is happening in the iron ore industry.
Members also have the right to expect
information when they ask questions de-
signed to give individuals who have been
criticised the opportunity to clear them-
selves. The information should be sup-
plied if it is at all possible to do so. It
is extraordinary to me that this informa-
tion is not forthcoming.

I intended to take this opportunity to
.speak on other matters. However, as the
hour is late and I will merely hold up the
Committee, I will wait for another oppor-
tunity.

MR. RIDGE (Kimberley) [11.10 pm.]:
I would like to comment on the abolition
of the office of Administrator for the
North-West. On the 15th September,
1971, the Minister for the North-West
wrote to the West Kimberley Shire
Council in relation to the matter of the
Derby office being closed. In the letter
he said-

The North West Department staff
or-described more appropriately-
my direct representation in the North,
is very limited in numbers and I
must seek the most productive way
of utilising the limited personnel re-
sources available to me.

.He went on to say-
While it is acknowledged that

Derby will lose a good citizen in Mr.
Don Clegg, the automatic result will
be that Mr. Tozer will be a more
frequent visitor to your town and
your Council and your Shire may
gain more direct benefit from such
visits than from Intermittent periods
of occupancy of the next door office
by the Assistant Administrator.

Approximately six weeks later the. Ad-
ministrator for the North-West was virtu-
ally sacked: his contract of service was
terminated at three months' notice. I
accept the fact that it was provided in his
contract that either party could terminate
the contract on three months' notice.

Nevertheless, I think the Government
should have given a little more thought
to the People in the north. Obviously
the Government does not appreciate the
fact that this is one Government office
that the people of the north really hold

dear to them. The administrator was de-
scribed by the former Minister as his
"eyes and ears of the north." *He was a
man dedicated to his job, with an intimate
knowledge of the Pilbara and Kimnberley
regions: and he was deeply respected by
people in all walks of life. John Citizen
regarded him more or less as a trouble-
shooter. He performed tasks in respect
of Government Departments that local
authorities were not able to perform. He
was generally a most effective liaison
officer, Perhaps his title of Administrator
for the North-West was a misnomer: but
on t he other hand the fact that he was
known as the administrator prompted
people to contact him in regard to all
sorts of problems. In same respects he
was more or less a social worker, and this
endeared him to the People in the Pilbara
and Kimberley regions.

If his post was abolished for the purpose
of saving money, I cannot see that the abo-
lition will be very effective. The Govern-
ment will still maintain its office in Port
Hedland.' I gather that the Government
will carry on with the consultative caorn-
cil meetings throughout the three regions
of the north. Those meetings have done
wonders for the north. It is unfortunate
that the councillors have not seen fit to
publish the results of their deliberations,
because many good things came out of
their meetings. But as a result of their de-
cision not to make their deliberations pub-
lic, the public are not aware of what they
have done.

Mr. Bickerton: Who prevented the delib-
erations from being made public?

Mr. RIDGE: That is rather interesting.
I attended several meetings as an ob-
server. I think it was almost an annual
event for the administrator to Put the
question to the councillors as to whether..
the results of their meetings should be
made public.

Mr. Bickerton: Were you there as an ob-
server after you became a member of Par-
liament?

Mr. RIDGE: No, this was when I was
with the shire. On every occasion the ques-
tion came up the councillors decided that
they would not make public their delibera-
tions.

Mr. Bickerton: I think they had Instruc-
tions from the then Minister for the North-
West.

Mr. RIDGE: I1 think the Minister for
Housing has never been more wrong.

Mr. Graham: You think, but You do not
know.

Mr. RIDGE: I think it is a sad state of
affairs that the Government has seen fit
to abolish this office.

MRt. GRAHAM (Baicatta-Minister for
the North-West) [11.15 p.m.]: I think
what has been stated warrants a few re-
marks. This Government is of the opinion
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that the north-west has grown up; that
the north of the State is not a foreign
country; and that the north of our State
is Part and parcel of Western Australia
and should not be treated as being inferior.

Mr. Court: It never has been.
Mr. GRAHAM: Well, it was felt that it

required wet-nursing. As was indicated in
reply to questions asked in the Legislative
Council this afternoon, the Minister for
the North-West will pay more attention to
the north-west. I am not speaking of fes-
tive Occasions or gigantic events; I am
talking about the ordinary people and the
small organisations in the north-west. In
addition to that, the departments which
have business and responsibilities in that
area will play a direct part, and instead of
there being an intermediary who has no
Power and no authority, there will be de-
partmental officers-the north is only
about two hours away from Perth-who
will be more frequent in their visits in
order to give more direct attention to the
problems.

Mr. Ridge: The Minister for the North-West has not been in the Kimnberley region
since he was appointed to that position.

Mr. GRAHAM: He has been Minister for
the North-West for only a few weeks. He
was up there about three days ago, and he
has made arrangements to visit a certain
area for a minimum of one week. Today he
made tentative arrangements to visit an-
other area for a period of approximately
one week. He has had consultations with
his officers to ensure that there will be
liaison and a direct approach; in other
words, proper attention will be given to the
complaints of the people of the north. The
only times that Ministers and representa-
tives of the previous Government visited
the north were when there was fair
weather or a big occasion. Those days are
gone. Attention will be given to the ord-
inary People and their complaints. At the
same time, it will be expected that the
Parliamentary representatives for that
area will behave in the same manner as the
parliamentary representatives for other
areas.

Mr. Ridge: The parliamentary represen-
tative for that area is behaving quite well.

Mr. GRAHAM: He is grizzling and com-
plaining tonight in respect of something
that does not apply in the Sunbury area
or the Dale area. What is the difference?
Why should that area be treated as an
altogether separate entity?

Mr. O'Neil: Why have a Minister for the
North-West?

Mr. GRAHAM: After all, if there are
activities required in respect of water sup-
plies, the Minister for Water Supplies is
the proper person to investigate the mat-
ter. If it is a matter pertaining to educa-
tion, the Minister for Education is the
proper person. If more houses are required,

then it is the Minister for Housing, and.
so on. That applies in all the rest of'
Western Australia. It was a political-
gimmick that there should be this organi-
sation set up to operate to some extent.
as a secret society and to divorce the Labor
members of Parliament of the district from
what was going on in the area.

Mr. Rushton: Why not be fair? Is that
the reason you give?

Mr. Williams: You have a short memory.
What was the north-west 10 years ago?
It deserves something like this.

Mr. GRAHAM: Ten years ago the north-
west was unexploited and undeveloped be-
cause a Liberal Party Government main-
tained the ban on the export of iron Ore.

Mr. Williams: What a lot of rubbish.
Mr. GRAHAM: It was only after the

ban was lifted that there was an interest
and an activity in mining on the scale:
we now know in Western Australia and
other parts of the Commonwealth. We
are of the opinion that the area has grown
up, and means of eommunication and con-
tact have been established. Instead of
going through this long-distance Procedure-
it is better for responsible officers of de-
partments, and the Minister, to keep close
contact with the area.

Mr. Ridge: Was not this officer retained-
in your department?

Mr. .Jamieson: He is still doing a re-
sponsible job today and he should not have-
the chip on his shoulder that he does have.

Mr. Ridge: At $2,000 a year less.
Mr. GRAHAM: I want to assure all hon-

ourable members and other members-
Mr. Williams: Are you talking about the

Minister for Works now?
Mr. GRAHAM: -that this is indicative

of the intention of the Government to give
attention to the area to a degree that has
not been experienced Previously. The con-
sultative councils, regional councils, even
if altered to zone councils will still be
retained. In other words they will be re-
sponsible bodies that are able to get
together to discuss matters of mutual
interest to the district and designed to
promote its welfare. An officer will be
stationed at Kununurra and Port Hedland
for the purpose of hearing the complaints
that are made and, above that, there will
be this closer contact of which I have
spoken, so that instead of the local people
complaining and making their statements
to the local officer operating under the
title of administrator, but without any
power or authority except that of refer-
ence, we will have senior officers on the
spot as and when required to keep contact
with the people. They are the officers
who can make decisions and do something
for the area.

Surely It requires something more than
an afternoon tea party or a talking ex-
pedition. If people have complaints up
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there what is required is action. That can
only be taken through the courses that
apply throughout the whole of Western
Australia. There is no good or substan-
tial reason for establishing an entirely dif-
ferent set-up in the area under discussion
at the moment.

Vote: Mines, $4,481,000-put and Passed.
Vote: North West, $259,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-

ances generally, $2,924,000-
Mr. THOMPSON: This item relates to

the Administrator for the North-West. A
little earlier the Minister for Development
and Decentralisation suggested there was
no need for special consideration to be
given to the north-west, and that the
Minister for Works would handle matters
associated with his portfolio. I took it
that that would apply throughout all
facets of Government responsibility in the
north in the same way as it would apply
to other parts of the State. Would the
Minister explain to me, then, why he did
not abolish the portfolio of the North-
West together with the office of Adminis-
trator for the North-West?

Mr. GRAHAM: It has already been
indicated that there are a couple of
officers already stationed there. This is
a period of transition to make the north
of Western Australia equal in every
respect to other parts of the State.

Mr. COURT: If the Minister continues
to be offensive as he seems to want to be,
he cannot expect the Opposition to be co-
operative. We have co-operated with the
Government to get it out of a difficulty
of its own making, and there has been
nothing but frustration and personal
abusive comment from the Minister. Time
and time again we could have asked him
to withdraw his comments but we have
been tolerant.

Mr. Graham: Whom did I abuse?
Mr. COURT: The Minister abused me,

for one.
Mr. Graham: When?
Mr. COURT: Tonight.
Mr. Graham: You are dreaming.
Mr. O'Neil: The Premier had to hold

him back last night.
Mr. COURT: The Government's own

Chairman had to Intervene. The Minis-
ter has been going on in an insulting way
and we have had enough of it. If he wants
co-operation from the Opposition he will
have to co-operate with us. We are sitting
long hours and we are working and co-
operating to get the work through. If the
Minister wants to be here for another
couple of weeks let him say so.

I will now refer to the North-West Vote.
Quite obviously, the Minister does not
.understand the north and what has
happened, there over the Past 12 Years.

To the best of my knowledge he never
attended on any of the occasions when
members of Parliament went to the north
to have a look, and on no occasion, dur-
ing my 12 years in office, did be pay a
visit to the north.

The Minister is insulting because he
implied that no Minister including myself
ever visited the north unless the weather
was fine.

Mr. Graham: The people of the north-
west made that statement.

Mr. COURT: If the Minister went to
any shire in the north the councillors
would tell him that the one Minister who
went to the north in the bad season was
me.

Mr. Graham: This statement I have
read was uttered by the people in the
north themselves.

Mr. COURT: Let the Minister show it
to me and I will take it up with the people
concerned.

Mr. Graham: I shall do that.
Mr. COURT: I make the point that

from time to time there will be need to
re-organise the Department of the North-
West because of the geographical
peculiarities of the area. It is not a ques-
tion of any difference because they are
'Norwesters"; but a question of common
sense. Instead of reducing the representa-
tion in the north the Government should
be increasing it.

The local representation that was estab-
lished there during the transition period
was based on the Baron-Hlay report be-
cause the great complaint in 1959 was that
the area was a forgotten area and there
were no means of communication. The
administrator and his staff filled this role
extremely well. It was never intended that
he should be a great decision-maker be-
cause that would be completely impracti-
cable. The whole idea of his appointment
was to ensure local liaison and communi-
cation. I always ensured that the full
resources of the departments were avail,
able to the area. This meant that
Mr. McGuigan, and later Mr. Tozer. had
a special Job to do and it was specially
designed by an old experienced cam-
paigner, Mr. Baron-Hay.

By all means let us have changes, but
let us have them on the way up and not
on the way down. I hope the Minister
does fulfil his promises. He has made
dramatic statements to us here tonight
and we will look at his performance during
the next 12 months.

Vote put and passed.
Part 8: Minister for Works and Wat .er

Supplies-

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [11.29 pi.m.]: I
direct the Minister's attention to a few
thoughts in relation to the contracts let
in recent times and the changes that have
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been made since this Government has
been In office which, of course, have
brought instability into the building sector
of our community. I would like the Minis-
ter to give us an explanation. We have
seen the withdrawal of a large amount--

Mr. Jamnieson: In which department?
Mr. RUSHTON: The Public Works De-

partment.
Mr. Jamieson: You have been dreaming

again. You have the figures to show that
is not the case.

Mr. RUSHTON: Is not the amount
$16,000,000 with which the Minister has
been playing around?

Mr. Jamieson: You are dreaming again.
I have answered many questions in this
respect.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister should
give me an explanation.

Mr. Jamieson: You cannot even read
now.

Mr. RUSHTON: Maybe the Minister will
give his comments when I finish putting
forward my paint of view. In recent times
it has become quite a practice for con-
tracts to be let by the Public Works De-
partnment, and in some cases the contracts
have been recalled, the specifications
altered, or the amounts amended. In vary-
ing degrees some contracts have been
altered. One related to the building of the
Moora High School, but no compensation
has been paid to the people affected.

The action of the Government contri-
butes to a. large extent in putting into
bankruptcy some people who are engaged
in the building industry. The instability
which such action creates is quite colossal,
and this is creating disquiet in this feld.
That is evident from the present downturn
in the building industry.

It was admitted earlier in the year that
certain works had been withdrawn, de-
ferred, or cancelled. By doing that the
Government saved a certain amount of
money; but then it injected that amount
of money into the economy again, the
excuse being it was an anti-inflationary
move. of course, it was not. It disturbed
the balance of employment, and that is
indicated in the recent figures relating to
employment In this State. I would like the
Minister to give us an explanation. The
Minister has been relieved of the portfolio
of Electricity.

Mr. Jamieson: That is a funny story.
Mr. May: You are not being fair.
Mr. Jamieson: If you knew all you

should know, that I Made representations
to the Premier to relieve me of that port-
folio because of the load of work, you
would be more familiar with what hap-
pened.

Mr. RUSHTON: I accept the Minister's
explanation.

Mr. May: That comment was most un-
fair. The Minister for Works Is one of
the most efficient Ministers in the Goev-
eminment.

Mr. Court: You are being loyal.
Mr. May: Let us hope the member for

Dale does not become a Minister.
Mr. Graham: Not likely!
Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister for Works

can indicate whether this comes under his
portfolio: the contracts for the supply of
demountable classrooms. Today I asked 0,
question of the Minister for Education as
to how many demountable classrooms are
in use. I was told there are three. We see
school-building programmes have been
deferred. There are schools with such high
enrolments that the previous Government
would have provided extensions: but all
this Government provides are demountable
classrooms. Why the Teachers' Union has
not complained I do not know. This is
a serious matter.

The previous Government did build up
a big reserve of classrooms, and that
might be sufficient to carry this Govern-
ment through next year, Already there
are indications of a big buildup of homes
in certain districts, and the children fraon
those families will be flowing Into the
schools, However, no provision is made for
a building programme of schools. We all
know that it takes some time to build

,new schools or extensions, although with
the cluster type of classroom It does not
take so long. One of the schools in rut
electorate has had to make use of a con-
demned classroom. That is why I asked
the Minister for Works to give us an ex-
planation.

The next item I wish to raise refers to
the Yundurup project and the dredging
of the canals. The Government has de-
clined to give us any reason for not dis-
closing the facts. The Premier said that
he had all the facts documented and was
prepared to reveal them to the People:
but on being questioned he was not pre-
Dared to give us anything. That is most
unacceptable to us. For that reason the
Government must be suspect, as it has
refused to disclose the facts. It hides
under the excuse that in disclosing the
facts it would disclose the confidential
affairs of some people. Why should not
the Government keep the private affairs
separate and disclose the public affairs
in respect of its guarantee of $1,750,000?
I suggest the Government's action is sus-
pect in giving a guarantee to this project..

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) (11l31
p im.]: I take this opportunity to say a few
w;ords in respect of speedboats, because
this matter comes within the province of
the Hlarbour and Light Department. I shall
be pleasFed to know what the Minister haa
in min~d in respect of speedboats.
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On the 24th November I asked a series
of questions relating to the nuisance
created by speedboats operating off South
Perth. On one Sunday a marathon boat
race was held and continued for three
hours, and the nearby residents were
Pleasantly surprised to hear very little
noise emanating from those speedboats.

One wondered what was the reason. It
was thought that the speedboats had been
fitted with silencers. A week later, however,
another series was held and the noise was
shocking.

On the following day a Photograph of
a speedboat appeared in The West Austra-
lian under the caption of "Fastest boalt."1
Underneath the following appeared:-

Fred Thatcher's 23ft. boat, Big Benzol,
driven by Tony Bartlett, was easily the
fastest boat in the State hydroplane
Championships at South Perth Yester-
day. The giant boat, which took two
years to build, is being Prepared to
race in the Griffiths Cup in Victoria
in January.

I do not know what was the speed of the
boat, but it was in the order of 82 miles
Per hour. The noise which was created
by that and two other speedboats racing off
South Perth was absolutely shocking. It
was so great the people watching a cricket
match at the W.A.C.A. ground, which was
a couple of miles away, commented ofi the
loud noise. Those who knew the cause
of the noise were able to tell the others
that the noise emanated from speedboats
racing off the foreshore of South Perth.
I think Thelma Street. Como, is two miles
from where the speedboats race. When the
wind is blowing in the right direction the
noise is extremely loud even there. It can
actually be heard two miles away from
where the racing takes place.

On the 24th November I asked the Minis-
ter for Works a question. The relevant
pbarts were-

(2) In view of the fact that for Years
the Harbour and Light Depart-
ment has maintained that its in-
spectors "have repeatedly checked
craft and found them to be in
conformity with the regulations",
how does he reconcile such assur-

* ances with the blatant disregard
of the regulations on Sunday last?

(3) What action is being taken against
the offending speedboats for con-

* travening Regulation 51 on Sun-
day last?

(4) Is he aware of the efficiency of
the Police Department in enforc-

* ing the regulations covering noisy
motor vehicles, and, if so, what
is the reason for the inability of
the Harbour and Light Depart-
ment to effectively police speed-
boat noise?

The answer was--
(2) The Swan River marathon run on

the 14th was a family event and,
apart from two, all boats compet-
ing were powered with conven-
tional outboard motors, the ex-
haust of which is silenced by
discharging through the outboard
leg below the waterline.
The event averaged speeds re-
corded at 35-40 miles per hour
and, apart from the two vessels
referred to above, could not be
classed as racing craft.
The event held on the 19th was a
State championship. The contest-
ing craft were all powered by
large highly tuned motors and the
speeds attained by all these craft
were in excess of 80 miles per
hour.
The Acoustic Society of W.A.. at
the request of the W.A. Speedboat
Club has been monitoring all
meetings of the club and record-.
ing noise level readings. Dr.
Brian B. Johnson, President of the
society, has advised the depart-
ment and the Speedboat Club that
the readings taken at this meet-
ing were the highest recorded.
The Speedboat Club at their meet-
ing on 23rd November. 1971
resolved that they seek advice on
what would be an acceptable noise
level and they would police this
within the club.

(3) In view of the responsible attitude
adopted by the W.A. Speedboat
Club as outlined in (2) above, no
disciplinary action under regula-
tion 51 is contemplated. The meet-
ing was also approved by the
Aquatic Council of W.A.

(4) The racing craft noise level should
be compared with the speedway at
Claremont as each event is an
isolated instance.

I cannot accept this answer. I am sure
that on reflection the Minister will agree
with me. Regulation 51 reads,-

Every motor boat shall be properly
fitted with an efficient silencer.

Mr. Hartrey: This Parliament could do
with one sometimes!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Regulation 53 reads--
Any person who by act or omission

contravenes the provisions of a regula-
tion in this Part commits an offence
and is liable on conviction to a penalty
not exceeding twenty pounds or to im-
prisonment not exceeding one month,
with or without bard labour.

That is the penalty for a person who does
not have an efficient silencer on his boat.
No exceptions are made because the craft
involved is a racing boat.
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Every day in this city young people, stationed at South Perth. Since that time
particularly those with long hair, are picked
up by the police because they have modi-
fied their mufflers thus altering the sound
a little. For this they are fined $10. 1
know young people from South Perth who
have been picked up repeatedly and on
each occasion they have had to pay this
fine. They do not have noisy mufflers and
they are not creating a nuisance. The
mufflers are just a little louder than
normal.

In 1954 or 1955 when I was on my way in
a truck across country from Perth via the
Warburton Range to Alice Springs I was
picked up in a small country town when I
was travelling at about 30 miles an hour
at seven o'clock in the morning. I had
taken the silencer off, and for this I was
fined $30 for not having an effective
silencer.

For years we have been drawing the at-
tention of the Harbour and Light Depart-
ment to the fact that these boats do not
have effective silencers. I have here a
letter which is typical of many I have
received. It is from the Harbour and
Light Department and is dated the 26th
July, 1971. The relevant portion reads--

The Speed Boat Club officials have
been most co-operative and enforced
the fitting of approved silencers to the
craft under their club membership in
accordance with the appropriate regu-
lations.

On receipt of complaints Harbour
and Light Department Inspectors have
repeatedly checked reported craft and
found them to be in conformity with
the regulations. Any craft found to
be without an approved silencer will
result in the operator being prosecuted.

That is the sort of answer I get, and it is
the sort of answer others in South Perth
have received when they have written.' Year
after year we were assured that these craft
were continually checked and that they
conformed with the regulations. That, of
course, is a straightout untruth.

Recently, in answer to a question, I was
told that the noise level of the speedboats
should be compared with the noise at the
speedway because each event is an isolated
incident.

For Years we received assurances from
the Harbour and Light Department. It is
a -hopeless situation. For years we have put
up with it because we understood the club
was looking for alternative premises. How-
ever, recently a proposition has been sub-
mitted for a permanent clubhouse to be
established on the site.

The Minister may recall that these
speedboats were at one time based at
Crawley Bay, but subsequently because of
the noise they were removed and were

a tremendous amount of high-rise develop-
ment has occurred in that vicinity and as
a consequence the noise from the speed-
boat races echoes around the units. The
occupants close all the windows when the
boats are racing but, when the wind is
blowing in a certain direction, they still
cannot answer the telephone, watch tele-
vision, or sleep. They must leave the fiats.
Life is untenable in those fiats in South
Perth because of the speedboats.

If the Minister visits Crawley Bay he
will find that very little residential de-
velopment has occurred in that area. Cer-
tainly it is small in comparison with the
development at South Perth. I suggest that
the Minister should permit the speedboats
to return to Crawvley Bay or to some other
spot on the river, possibly near the Cause-
way in the vicinity of which there is no
residential development.

Mr. Fletcher: Not to Fremantle.

Mr. ORAYDEN: I think the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is a patron of
the club.

Mr. Court: The club did not leave Craw-
ley because of the noise. I support its
activities in its present location and I have
always told anyone who has complained
to me that if the noise is not acceptable-
the best thing the person concerned can
do is to go down and share the enjoyment
of the races by watching them.

Mr. ORAYDEN: If the races are so
enjoyable, let them be returned to Crawley.

Mr. Court: There is another reason they
cannot race there. There is no room.

Mr. ORAYDEN: There is little develop-
ment in the vicinity of Crawley Bay and
certainly it is small in comparison with
the situation at South Perth. Consequently
I hope the Minister will give serious con-
sideration to the suggestion that the club
return to Crawley Bay.

Mr. Court: There
was not because of
were removed from
room.

is no room there. It
the noise that they

there. There was no

Mr. ORAYDEN: I appreciate that there
is no room because of yachting activities.
Let the yachts go somewhere else. We
would be pleased to have them in place of
the speedboats.

Mr. Court: You get a bit of water in
Perth Water, and we might send them
back.

Mr. GRAYDEN: If the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition likes watching speed-
boats, I suggest that he encourage the
people in his area to watch them and
allow the club to return to Crawley.

In view of regulation 48. it is incredible
that the Harbour and Light Department
permits the boats to race in the vicinity
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of Coode Street. Portion of this regulation
reads-

48. Subject to the next succeeding
regulation, no motor boat shall be
driven at a speed greater than five
knots-
(a) in any water with a depth of less

than 10 feet;
I will not read the balance of the regula-
tion which relates to the permissible
distances from the bank, and so on, The
regulation states that no motorboat, in
the whole of Western Australia, shall be

.driven at a speed greater than five knots
in any water with a depth of less than 10
feet. The only exception is in water in an
area set aside for racing.

The situation is that we are preventing
speedbaats, throughout the entire State
of Western Australia, from travelling at
speeds greater than five knots in water
less than 10 feet deep, yet we allow speed-
boats to race at 80 miles per hour in an
area where the depth of the water is only
three or four feet. I was watching a boat
race and saw a boat tip over. The two
occupants of the boat were walking around
in water only three feet deep, yet boats
were racing at 80 miles per hour in that
depth of water. if a boat was to dip into
the mud at that speed the occupants would
probably be killed.

A lot of consideration has been given to
the noise problem in other parts of the
Commonwealth. I have with me an ex-
tract from The Sunday Australian, the
heading of which is 'Ban the noisemakers,
Sound levels must be cut by law, States
told." The article reads-

The State Governments will be
asked to ban all noises in a residential
area louder than 40 decibels-a level
16 times quieter than a two-stroke
lawn mower.

Under the proposed laws people
could not Play radios at full blast,
improved mufflers would have to be
fitted to cars and factories would have
to install sound-proofing.

The campaign for the new legisla-
tion is being waged by the Standards
Association. So far South Australia is
the only State to have introduced
restrictions on noise levels.

Tests by The Sunday Australian in
Sydney and Melbourne last week re-
vealed several cases where people were
exposed to noise levels of 90 decibels
-which could cause deafness if heard
continuously.

That article indicates how seriously noise
is regarded throughout Australia, and how
seriously it is regarded by the Standards
Association. The State Governments are
to be asked to set a noise level of 40
decibels. We have the situation where
speedboats race every Sunday, sometimes
for hours on end, making a noise which
can be heard two miles away. One can
imagine the nuisance they are causing.

I ask the Minister to give serious con-
sideration to this matter because it has
reached the stage where the residents of
South Perth will either take legal or some
other action to prevent speedboat racing
in the area. It is useless to leave the
matter to the speedboat club as suggested
by the Minister. In reply to a question I
asked the Minister answered as follows:-

In view of the responsible attitude
adopted by the W.A. Speedboat Club
as outlined in (2) above, no disciplin-
ary action under regulation 51 is con-
templated. The meeting was also
approved by the Aquatic Council of
W.A.

The Minister also said-
The Speedboat Club at their meeting

on 23rd November, 1971 resolved that
they seek advice on what would be an
acceptable noise level and they would
police this within the club.

For years the residents have negotiated
with the club and drawn its attention to
the noise. The club has made no attempt
at any time to take any action. I do not
know 'what happens when the inspectors
from the Harbour and Light Department
visit the area. If the boats which have
been inspected have been fitted with
silencers, then the silencers must have a
cut-off which can be opened as soon as the
inspector leaves the area. That must be
the situation. We would not have the noise
problem if the boats were fitted with
efficient silencers.

T thnnk the Minister for the considera-
tion he has shown towards the complaints
of the residents up to date. He has al-
ways considered requests sympathetically,
and I greatly appreciate that. I am quite
certain that the Minister will ultimately
realise the nuisance which is created to
the residents in the area and I feel certain
in those circumstances he will try to find
an alternative site for the speedboat club.
I impress on the Minister that the matter
is urgent and something will have to be
done quickly. The residents are deter-
mined to do something and they will take
some sort of action.

MR. THOMPSON (Darling Range)
111.57 p.m.): Over a number of years the
members representing the Darling Range
electorate-those who have preceded me
-have attempted to get reticulated water
.Supplied to Pickering Brook and Carilla.
That part of the hills district is a fairly
well-known fruit-growing area and many
People have settled there. Water for
domestic use is obtained from bores, but
the bores are producing less water each
year, and the quality is deteriorating.

I ask the Minister for Works to con-
sider having the area transferred from
the control of the Metropolitan Water
Board to that of the Public Works De-
partment-Country Water Supply-so that
it can be supplied with reticulated water
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under the provisions of the country water
supply scheme. I believe this has already
occurred in the Swan valley. An area
has been taken over by the Country
Water Supply Department, and although
the water is supplied by the Metropolitan
Water Hoard, it is reticulated by the
Country Water Supply Department, which
operates under a different system.

The Metropolitan Water Board has to
run its operations on an economic basis;
whereas the country towns' water supply
is subsidised and the economic require-
ment does not have to be met.

A number of years ago I purchased a
block of land at Quinns on which I built
a small beach cottage. At that time there
was no reticulated water supply so 1,
along with many other people who had
built in the area, put down my own bore
to obtain water. However, reticulated
water was made available soon after. I
could not understand why State money
was spent to provide reticulated water to
an area where good water was available
at a shallow depth when areas such as
Pickering Brook could not obtain reticu-
lated water.

This was in an area where people were
living and earning their livelihood.
People do not have to live in beach resorts
but go there for recreation purposes. I
do not think it is right to provide beach
areas before other areas where industries
are established and people earn their liv-
ing.

There are two catchment areas in the
Pickering Brook-Carilla region. The first
is the Metropolitan Water Hoard catch-
mient area and the second the newly-
designated area for the pipehead dam
which is currently being constructed in
Helena Valley. It seems strange to me
that people who live in catchment areas
which provide water for the metropolitan
area and, indeed, for agricultural areas-
because pipehead dam water will be
pumped to Mundaring and out into the
comprehensive scheme-should be without
water. I believe the people in the Picker-
ing Brocic-Carilla area have a case for
water being supplied to them. I ask the
Minister to consider the proposition to
take the area in question out of the desig-
nated Metropolitan Water Hoard area and
enable it to be reticulated by the country
town water supply under the comprehen-
sive water supply scheme.

I believe we are almost at the end of
the second Phase of the comprehensive
scheme and, in the fairly near future,
the Government will be drawing up its
proposals for the next phase. For
this reason I earnestly urge the Minister
to take into consideration the Pickering
Brook-Carilla area.

Within the last four or five years the
Lands De)partment has released land in
the towusite of Carilla on condition that

people who buy the land shall erect a
home on it within two years. Most of
the blocks have been taken up and all
that have been taken up have been built
on, but still there is the problem of water.
Some people put down bores and receive
a reasonable supply; others do not re-
ceive any supply at all.

I recently inspected the area and found
two brand-new homes had been completed
for some time but were not occupied for
the simple reason that the owners could
not obtain water. One department of the
Government requires people to build on
blocks released by the Lands Department
within two Years, but the Government
does not do anything about supplying
water to the People who buy those blocks.

Earlier in this session I asked the Minis-
ter for Lands if it is intended to release
70 blocks that have been surveyed in the
Carilla. townalte. I also asked that if the
blocks are to be released would be ensure
that reticulated water Is provided to them.
The Minister replied that it is not in-
tended to release the blocks immediately
but when they are released consideration
will be given to the provision of reticulated
water.

Perhaps it would make the Proposition
more economic if the 70 additional blocks
were released because, in this way, there
would be more ratable blocks which must
surely be a more attractive proposition
economically.

As I have said, the matter of water sup-
Plies in this area goes back over a num-
ber of years. I can recall that Ray Owen
who was member f or Darling Range before
my predecessor, Ken Dunn, worked strenu-
ously to try to obtain water for Picker-
ing Brook and Carilla. Ken Dunn also
made many representations in this respect.
To date none of these approaches have
received favourable consideration.

A scheme was examined by the Metro-
politan Water Board but I am informed
by the general manager that the cost to
the water board would make it out of the
question. The board simply Would not be
able to finance it and the contribution
that would be necessary from the people
who would benefit from the supply Is too
high for it even to be considered.

The Metropolitan Water Board adopts
the principle that once it supplies water
that supply is assured. It meets extremely
high standards and the board's standards
throughout the whole of the system do
not differ. The country town water supply
is operated on a different basis in that it
adopts the attitude that a little water is
better than no water. I am sure the people
of Pickering Brook and Carilla would be
Prepared to accept a little water rather
than have the present situation of no
water. I hope the Minister will comment
on the Proposals I have put to him at
some stage during the debate.

1162



[Thursday, 9 December, 1971]

MR. RIDGE IKiniberley) [12.06 a.m.]:
During the course of the next few months
a very sizeable chunk of Western Austra-
lia's history will disappear. This will hap-
pen as the Ord River dam fills and floods
the Ord basin. The flooding will obliterate
the site of the Argyle Downs homestead
which, as we all know, has been demolish-
ed and is stored at the top dam site or at
Kununurra ready for re-erection.

This is the one piece of history which the
people in the Kimberley have. In the south
of the State, particularly in the city,
we can take advantage of the museum,
Art Gallery, historical buildings, and
cultural facilities. We have nothing of the
like in the north apart from the small cul-
tural centre established at Derby a few
years ago.

Mr. Court: Do you think the people
In the north would like the Arch?

Mr. Graham: It is for export.
Mr. RIDGE: I would like to think that

when the ceremony is held to open the
main Ord dam officially-and I assume
there -will be a ceremony at some time or
other-we will see the Argyle Downs
homestead re-erected at the site.

We are shifting into a completely new
era. In 1883, 1 think it was, the Durack
brothers undertook what was probably one
of the most extraordinary feats of en-
durance in Australia's history. it took them
21 years to drive 8,000 head of cattle
from central Queensland across to Western
Australia. They lost five men on the way
and half of the cattle. I think it was
shortly after this epic drive that they
built the Argyle Downs homestead. Surely
It is worth recording the event by restoring
the homestead as quickly as possible.

I ask the Minister to do everything in
his Power to ascertain whether it can be
re-erected by the time the ceremony is
performed at the main Ord darn, when-
ever that may be.

Progress
Mr, GAYFER: I move-

That the Chairman do now report
progress and ask leave to sit again.

Motion Put and negatived.
Committee resumed

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont-Minister for
Works) [12.09 a~m.]: There are a few
matters in part 8 on which I would like
to comment. The member for Dale
commented on the Moors High School and
'demountable classrooms. I do not intend
to deal with this except to say I assume
he was out of the Chamber when the Min-
ister for Education commented upon this.
My colleague has told me that he dealt
with this matter.

The facts are that the Public Works
Department merely acts as a construction
medium for client departments. They

have to establish their priorities, and if
members want to argue the priorities they
have to argue them with the department
that runs and controls the vote.

The matter of the building trades and
the downturn in employment in that trade
seems to get a lot of lip service from the
member for Dale but very little active as-
sistance. I do not know that up to this
.stage matters are any better or worse since
the Labor Government was returned.
bearing in mind that a number of ques-
tions have been asked-no doubt pointedly
-in an attempt to indicate that there
was some gigantic upsurge of day labour
or that some fantastic action was worrying
private builders, or something like that.
All the figures 1 have given have proved
just the opposite.

Some time ago I made an announce-
ment at a conference of the Building
Workers Union that to try to help the
unemployment situation we would take on
an additional 50 building workers. Since
that time questions have been asked. It
will be noticed that the number varies by
12 since the time the previous Govern-
ment went out of office. In some of the
schemnes-particularly the building of
classrooms for schools next year-as the
pressure demands activity we have put on
a few more building tradesmen. But
finance, loan-wise, being the way it Is, we
are unable to do a great amount of work.

The situation is very clear. We are in
a position which is not much different
from that in the other States. When there
is a levelling-off in the activities of a
State, it is always the building trade that
cops it first. It must be. If there are
a dozen building tradesmen building a,
town, when the town is finished the
tradesmen are superfluous until another
town is to be built.

Mr. Rushton: You deliberately Pulled
back on your building, didn't you?

Mr. JAMIESON: We did not. We had
to withdraw on some of the building and
reallocate to other areas in an order of
priorities. If the member for Dale is re-
ferring to Moora again, he should com-
pare the priorities that existed in the last
Estimates with what has been undertaken.
There is no drawing back. it is only a
matter of taking responsible action whdn
the Treasury is unable to finance some
matters which had already been given a
preliminary examination. There has been
no reat downturn. Anything we could
do for the Building Workers Union we
have tried to do, but there has beeni a
screaming and whispering campaign going
on about day labour and when the figures
are examined it is found that the matters
complained of do not exist.

Mr. Court: You triggered it off, you
know.
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Mr. JAMIESON: I did not.
Mr. Court: Not much you didn't!
Mr. JAMIESON., Fifty people in a work

force of some 400,000 people in Western
Australia Is an amazing bit of triggering
off.

Mr, Court: The way you said it, it was
so dramatic--as though the Government
had changed its policy and intended to
give greater emphasis to day labour.

Mr. JAMIESON: It was not draimatic.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition will
know that when one says something one
has to rely on how the journalists record
it. I am in the same position.

Mr. Court: I know of the problems you
have, but you did not come out and scotch
it at the time. You put fuel on the fire.

Mr. JAMIESON: Every reporter was
ringing up. I said, "You must be very
short of news to be worried about a small
statement regarding a building trades
meeting." At the time I instanced the
works it was contemplated would be done
by day labour. There was the Royal Perth
H osptal-

Dr. Dadour: What was that?
Mr. JAMIESON: Go back to bed! Ward

11 is about the style of the member for
Subiaco. I have great faith in the day
labour scheme when it is properly organ-
ised along with other activities. The policy
of the Government was made very clear in
an answer to another question today.
Where practicable-

Dr. Dadour: "Negative," is the word.
*Mr. JAMIESON: He is there again, Mr.

Chairman. That man is here again.
Mr. Bickerton: He is a keen operator.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is about all he
is capable of, too.

Mr. Court: 'He has your Minister to
help him.

Mr. JAMIESON: He has not got me
worried. I would not mind getting the
scalpel out on him for a while. We will use
this labour force in a wise manner. We will
not allow the situation to develop as it
was previously, when many good building
tradesmen got the worst of both bad
worlds because of the activities of the
other incoming Government. Many of
them were career tradesmen who had gone
into the departments because of the con-
ditions that prevailed there. They ac-
cepted a lower rate of pay because they
were looking for conditions such as long
service leave, and so on, and with the
change of Government they were out of
jobs. During the time they were em-
ployed they had not received the high
'rates of pay that many who worked in
butalde industry had been receiving. We
do not want that to happen. We want
these people to be completely protected.
At the same time, we will not be stupid.

If we want something built quickly and
we do not have time to call for tenders.
we will build it with the force we have.

Dr. Dadour: Is not day labour dearer?
Mr. JAMIESON: The member for

Sublaco would not know, of course it Is
not.

Dr. Dadour: How come it is not? A
private contractor is cheaper than Gov-
ernment labour.

Mr. JAMIESON: How does the member
for Subiaco know?

Dr., Dadour: I know. I can read.
Mr. Court: If you go back to the days

of the Hawke Government, you will find
he is very accurate.

Mr. ,JAMIESON: One might carry out a
littie mental arithmetic. If two persons
are working side by side, both on aL certain
wage but one working directly for the
Government and the other working for a
contractor to the Government, it will be
easily realised that the contractor must
also get his bread and butter.

Mr. Rushton'. This is where your theories
come unstuck.

Mr. JAMIESON: No, they do not, My
theory is in total. There is no bad
socialism. There is bad socialist adminis-
tration. That is the difference.

Dr. Dadour: Tell us more.
Mr. JAMIESON: I will tell the member

for Subiaco no more. I will tell my story
the way I wish and not the way the mem-
ber for Subiaco tells stories about the
Royal Perth Hospital. The member for
Subiaco is a beauty! Any time he likes, I
will be on top.

Mr. Court: Go back to the engineering
school we inherited in 1959.

Mr. JAMIESON: The Liberal Party in-
herited a lot of things in 1959. The Federal
Government was telling the State Govern-
ment in 1958 that there was not enough
iron ore in Australia for our own needs.
That is the era the Liberal Party inherited.

Mr. Court: And we managed to break it.
Mr. JAMIESON: Oh, yes.

Mr. Bickerton: It was about the time
Arthur Fadden left the Treasury.

Mr. JAMIESON: It is just as well he
left the Treasury Bench-he did a good
job spending money.

I would like to deal now with the
Yundurup canals. From the time I first
became a Minister I have worried about
this scheme. I went down there to look
at the situation as I was worried about
what would happen if the project folded.
Since I have been a Minister I have been
involved in public expense making ar-
rangements for water to escape which has
been trapped behind bunds against the
natural He of the land.
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It would be very expensive to fill these
,canals in-we could not leave the area as
it Is. The project should be Concluded now
.it has begun. In my opinion it should
never have been started. Any member who
has not seen this should go down there
and then argue with me afterwards.

Mr. Rushton: Why not let private enter-
prise take care of It?

Mr. JAMIESON: Private enterprise will
take care of it and it will not cost the
Government a penny.

Mr. Rushton: Is not the guarantee a
-commitment, a liability?

Mr. JAMIESON: How much of that
$99,000,0OO committed by the previous
Government and referred to today was a
charge on the purse of the Government
of this State?

Mr. Rushton: These guarantees were
granted in acceptable directions.

Mr. JAMIESON: How many were a
Charge on the Government?

Mr. Rushton: All I am suggesting is,
why not tell the people what is going on?

Mr. JAMIESON: I am asking the mem-
ber for Dale how much of this money is
a charge on the State? The Government
has to make a decision on the best course
to take in the circumstances.

Mr. Rushton: You are a very frank Min-
ister; why not tell us exactly what is going
on?

Mr. JAMIESON: If the member for
Dale wants to know what is going on he
should ask his Colleagues and find out
the intrigue behind the scenes.

The member for Darling Range would
no doubt be interested in the fact that
pipelines are taken across to islands and
the people at Carilla still cannot get water.
'That is only part of the story.

Mr. Mensaros: There is not a single
person on the island who wanted water.
They were all against it.

Mr. JAMIESON: They are like the
farmners in the comprehensive scheme-
none of them wanted it either.

Mr. Gayfer: Now that is wrong.
Mr. JAMIESON: In the first place they

were not too keen.
Mr. Gayfer: You used a broad term

when you said "none of them."
Mr. JAMIESON: The member for Avon

is being pedantic about this.
Mr. Gayfer: I will be.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. JAMIESON: There are areas where
people would be very foolish if they did
not want a supply of water. However, in
genieral terms I know they often resist
changes. The same applied with the
irrigation system.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Spoken like Abra-
ham Lincoln!

Mr. JAMIESON: It is always difficult to
encourage people to accept changing con-
ditions.

Mr. Rushton: Will you tell us the facts
about the Yundurup canals?

Mr. JAMIESON: The member for Dale
should get the facts from his colleague.
He knows the facts but he will not tell us.

Mr. Mensaros: I told you the facts.
Mr. JAMIESON: The member will not

tell us. What started as a political battle
is now a major war between two people.

Mr. Mensaros: That is a very interesting
statement.

Mr. Court: You did not do your cause
much good with the guarantee.

Mr. JAMIESON: Although it is not in
this item, I hope you will be a little toler-
ant with me, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: I have been
tolerant all the way along the line.

too

Mr. JAMIESON: It was a very exacting
task to tie in the portfolio of electricity
with the other Portfolios. As I have dis-
covered, there Is a considerable amount
of paper work involved in the Works port-
folio. Any resumption of land, main roads
repairs, or local authority problems, seems
to be included in the Works portfolio. As
a consequence, it was quite unfair to my
staff to load them with more than they
could handle. I must say they applied
themselves beyond what was reasonable
and I thank them for their work.

When there was a reallocation of port-
folios, after discussions with the Premier
it was decided that it would be more suit-
able for the one Minister to handle the
portfolios of the North-West and Develop-
ment and Decentralisation. The changes
were made because we felt it would be
better for the Government as a whole,
and as a consequence the portfolio of
Electricity was transferred to the Minister
for Mines in an endeavour to even out
the work load.

I would like to move to the subject of
speedboats at South Perth. The member
for South Perth has been genuinely con-
cerned about speedboats and their noise
for some time. I take him to task for his
suggestion that the W.A.C.A. ground is two
miles away-I think it is only three-
quarters of a mile as the crow flies. How-
ever, I know People were disturbed while
they were watching the cricket match, and
I agree that this is beyond reasonable
endurance.

I gave a reply in the House the previow
week that the W.A. Speedboat Club waw
a responsible body. I was rather shocked
to get the complaint on Sunday afternoon
-while this noise was occurring. indeed
so also were the departmental officials..
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These officials visited the area and they
found three of the speedboats which had
been used earlier in the afternoon possibly
could have been considered to have in-
efficient silencers. The trouble with this
regulation is that "efficient silencer" is not
fully defined. The Police Department regu-
lations prescribe baffles and other equip-
ment in the exhaust manifold for the pur-
pose of silencing motorcars.

The speedboat officials regard a silencer
as being efficient when it emits the exhaust
through the water system. This has the
effect of damping down the sound. The
member for South Perth will readily ap-
preciate-as will the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition with his long- observation of
speedboats--at the speedboat's maximum
power it jumps out of the water and it
ejects the water from these baffles. These
silencers are efficient when the exhaust is
in the water but when the exhaust is clear
of the water the baffle has no effect.

I am Concerned with this problem to
the extent that I have my departmental
officials looking into the possibility of
resiting these boat activities. We are in
the unusual position that the South Perth
City Council has given its blessing to the
group for this season.

We must remember, as the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition indicated, while
many people are annoyed by the speed-
boats there are also others who like them.
Many people go to the speedway regularly.
Personally I cannot stand racing cars or
boats as they are too noisy for my enjoy-
ment. However, there are people who enjoy
this type of recreation.

Mr. Grayden: People come from all over
the State to take part in this.

Mr. JAMIESON: I agree that the people
who watch it also come from all over this
State. However, I would say that we are
trying to find a suitable place for them-
possibly a lake site south of the metropoli-
tan area but not too far away from the
city may be found.

Mr. Grayden: Is there any possibility of
their going near the Causeway?

Mr. JAMI[ESON: I did suggest that, but
then we become involved in the skiing area.
There are several other problems associ-
ated with this. The whole trouble is that
the navigable section of the Swan River is
becoming dangerously crowded. Represen-
tations have been made to me repeatedly
by yacht clubs, asking me to have areas
of Matilda Bay dredged. only a small
section of the bay can be used owing to
the number of banks. They are not sand-
banks, but clay and rock; and they are not
easy to dredge. As a consequence, it will
be costly to remove them.

It is possible that the South Perth area
may be turned over to a yacht club, thereby
eliminating the noise. However, in the
main there are many areas of light mud

spoil, and there are.- many areas of clay-
banks. I think the honourable member-
mentioned that he saw some fellows hop,
out of their boat and right it without
getting lost in the mud. Some of the banks
in that area are very solid. It might be
Possible to allocate speedboats to such an
area because they do not require a great
depth of water. They might nose-dive now
and again, but then cars may run off the
track at Claremont. That is the risk one
takes in this type of sport.

However, we are trying to get the speed-
boats onto a lake. This may take some
research, and it may cause a few argu-
ments with the Fisheries and Fauna De-
partment because many lakes are bird
sanctuaries. But we hope to be able to
come to some arrangements before long.

The three boats that were not effectively
silenced have been debarred, and a close
watch will be kept in future. My orders
are that if boats which are not effectively
silenced are observed by the inspectors to
race, the necessary action will be taken.
Letters to this effect have gone out to the
clubs from the Harbour and Light De-
partment. The clubs must act sensibly If
they wish to be allowed to continue in any
shape or form. In the meantime we hope
that some other venue will be found so
that the clubs may continue to enjoy this
sport, and the spectators may continue to
watch. We hope that everybody remains
quite sane.

I turn now to the Pickering Brook and
Carilla water supplies. I would not like to
see those projects taken out of the metro-
politan water area, because I am sure it
would be most objectionable to country
people if money for the country water
supply area was allocated to the projects.
I constantly receive requests for extensions
from dry areas which are a long way from
any source of water. If we channel the
funds of the country water supply into
taking over sections of the metropolitan
water supply, we will find there Is insuf-
ficient money to spend on relieving the dire
needs of people in the country. That is not
to say that the people of Pickering Brook
and Carilla are not in need; but as the
honourable member Pointed out most of
them commute to the city, and I suggest
they must solve some of their own prob-
lems until such time as it becomes a viable
Proposition for the Metropolitan Water
Board to provide a service.

Since I have been the Minister I have
received a number of requests on this
matter,. and each time I have had to de-
cline further extensions, mainly in and
around the hills areas. One of the problems
is a lack of high pressure facilities. As the
honourable member would know, some of
those facilities are being installed this fin-
ancial year. We hope to overcome the
heavy restrictions which were imposed in
some areas last year. I think mueb of this
water supply was taken over from the
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Country Water Supply Authority, and it in-
cludes long, small conduits which are not
suitable for the closer development that
has now occurred.

Mr. Bickerton: I hope the minister in-
tends to reply to these Estimates.

Mr. O'Neil: Take no notice of that
interjection.

Mr. JAMIESON: If my brother Minister
intends to interject. I would like him to do
so from his own seat.

Mr. Bickerton: You are not allowed to
interject from any seat.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. JAMIESON: The problem of finance
is always with us, whether it be in respect
of country water supplies or metropolitan
water supplies. The honourable member
also mentioned the matter of areas such
as Quinns Rock and the like receiving a
water supply. Of course, we had this dis-
course from the Deputy Premier when he
was the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
He did not want a water supply at Gruilder-
ton, but it was forced upon him. That is
not my fault. Since I have been in office
I have blue-pencilled a similar scheme for
another of the projects up there. We have
funds only to meet more urgent needs. I
am well aware of the situation; however
water is available to those people if they
care to put down a bore. I think they will
just have to wait until we have sufficient
finance. In the main these are weekend
cottages, although some of them are
occupied by local residents. They all seem
to be fairly well supplied with water.

Let us turn now to the greater water
supply of the Kcimberley, and the Ord
River dam. Once again, the decision of
Cabinet not to go ahead with the rebuild-
ing of the Argyle Downs homestead was
made owing to financial restrictions. It
always seems to cost a terrible lot more
than we appropriate to rebuild things
such as the Archway. It seems silly to spend
$55,000 on a project like this at a time
when we have insufficient funds. We have
had the essential parts of this homestead
bulk-stored away from people so that they
will not be interfered with. If we, or some
future Government, can find the finance It
will be possible to rebuild the homestead
because we have sufficient detailed archi-
tectural photographs to do so.

Unfortunately, when these things are
rebuilt they become a bit like the Arch-
way; that is, nothing like they were
originally. They seem to take on a syn-
thetic appearance. Although the rebuild-
ing of the homestead was planned for the
purpose of commemorating a pioneering
family-and one which should be com-
memorated-the fact that the lake has
now been named Lake Argyle will certainly
forever remind people of the Durack
family which originally named the area.

Mr. Court: Why was it treated as a
separate Project, instead of being included
in the dam construction?

Mr. JAMIESON: The Commonwealth
got a little too inquisitive and it came to
realise that these were extra items that
had to be dealt with. it took action similar
to that which it took in regard to the port
at Wyndham when we tried to extend the
provisions of the Act to cover that under-
taking. Having done that, there was little
else we could do to take advantage of the
situation. We stored the homestead away
and to do that effectively it cost thousands
of dollars.

It may be of interest to members to
know that the Argyle Downs homestead
was in an extremely bad state. When an
attempt was made to remove the roof It
began to crumble before it was actually
taken down. It was not in a very good
state to preserve it in its entirety. The
fact that we have been able to preserve
the essential material may be sufficient to
build a facsimile that will attract tourists
to this area.

Mr. Court: How would you react if the
public subscribed a half?

Mr. JAMIESON: The public would have
to show its willingness first to do that
before the Government subscribed a half.

Vote-. Public Works and Buildings,
$13,891,000-

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
generally, $5,201,535-

Mr. MENSAROS: A few moments ago
the Minister indulged in some mental
arithmetic. This vote does not deal with
day labour, but with the Professional ser-
vices of the departmental staffs. Some time
ago I asked the Minister for Works what
undertakings had been started under the
auspices of the department as against the
works that had been given to private
architects. A small amount of mental
arithmetic, based on his answer, shows that
in the last five months or so new works
and additions started by the Architectural
Division of the Public Works have cost
something under $2,500,000. If I double
this figure for the whole year that would
mean a total of $5,000,000-worth of jobs.

If work to the value of $5,000,000 is
give n to private architects and their fee
is 6 per cent. of the total value of tie
work or at the most 10 Per eent.-that is,
if we include consultant and quantity sur-
veyors' fees-that would mean that
$500,000 would be the fee charged by priv-
ate architects for undertakings valued at
$5,000,000 handled by private architects.

Those People who know how private
architects make their calculations will also
know that, if they are efficient enough,
they would have to be left with about 30
per cent. of their fee as Profit. The re-
maining 710 per cent, would be expended
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on the private architects' overheads, in-
cluding stationery, telephone charges,
secretarial staff, and so on, and somewhat
more than half of this 70 per cent. would
be expended on the salaries of the pro-
fessional staff; in other words, on the
salaries of the architects and draftsmen.

That leads one to the conclusion that if
we give $5,000,009-worth of undertakings
to a Private architect he would, in all prob-
ability, expend, at the very most, $200,000
for professional staff. I take it that the
answer the Minister gave me does not in-
clude maintenance-and I realise it does
not. Also, we did not take into considera-
tion that the drawing office of the Archi-
tectural Division of the Public Works De-
partment undertakes other services for the
public. It educates cadets and future
architects, and performs other duties. Even
so, if, instead of the $5,000,000-the figure
calculated for a year given by the Minister
in his answer-we took $50,000,000-that
is, 10 times as much-for undertakings of
that value we would then pay to private
architects a fee of $3,000,000 plus consul-
tants' fees, and so on, which would mean
a total of $4,000,000 or $5,000,000, of which
only a third would be spent on the salaries
of professional staff.

It is therefore easy to estimate that
$3,628,000 spent only on salaries generally
-including the salaries of draftsmen and
cadets-would involve, if this amount of
money is spent in the offices of private
architects, a tremendously larger volume
of work than that which is bandied by
the Public Works Department.

This is only an illustration to compare
the costs of private enterprise with those
of Government services.

Before I conclude my remarks I would
emnphasise that in no way would I be
against the people who are employed in
the Architectural Division of the Public
Works Department. In fact, I know many
of them. They are very proficient archi-
tects and good organisers. I have no
personal grudge against them; neither
against the leader of the drawing offce
nor any of his staff. However, the illustra-
tion I have cited shows that even admit-
ting the good services that are Performed
by the architectural division staff, in addi-
tion to the other jobs they handle, it must
be agreed that it costs more for work to
be handled by a Government department
than it does if it is handled by private
enterprise.

I do not think the interjection of the
member for Subiaco regarding the cost of
day labour, just because he is not a car-
penter, an architect, or a Minister for
Works, can be so easily dismissed by the
Minister asking, "What do you know about

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. Gayfer.

FPARLIAMEUNTARY COMMISSIONER
BILL

Council's Further Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

ORDERS OF THE DAY AND NOTICE
OF MOTION

.Discharge from Notice Paper
MR, GRAHAM (Balcatta - Deputy-

Premier) r12.48 amr.]: I move-
That the following Orders of the

Day and notice of motion be discharged
from the notice papr--

1. Lotteries (Control) Act Amend-
ment Bill.

2. Stock (Brands and Movement)
Act Amendment Bill.

3. Beekeepers Act Amendment Bill.
4. Bee Industry Comrpensation Act

Amendment Bill.
5. Zoological Gardens Bill.
6. Inheritance (Family and De-

pendants Provision) Bill.
7. Town Planning and Develop-

mnent Act Amendment Bill.
8. State Government Insurance

Office Act Amendment Bill.
9. Western Australian Products

Symbol Hill.
10. Education Act-Disallowance

of Regulations: Notice of
Motion.

I would point out that items Nos. 5 to 13
on the notice Paper are Government Bills
which the Government does not intend
to proceed with this session, and the
member for East Melville has indicated
that as the motion of which he has given
notice has been dealt with in the Legis-
lative Council he has no intention of pro-
ceeding with it.

That will then leave Orders of the Day
N'os. 2, 3, and 4 and item No. 14 dealing
with the motion moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, as, our business
sheet for tomorrow. This evening I hope
to deal with two formal messages from
the Legislative Council before we adjourn.

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville) V 12.50
am.]: I merely wish to indicate that I
have no objection to the notice of motion
in ray name being discharged from the
notice paper.

Question put and passed.
Orders and notice of motion discharged.

MARKETING OF LINSEED ACT
AMENDMENT BIL

Counctl's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council Dow

considered.



lMursday, 9 December. 19713 16

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.Bateman) in the Chair; Mr. H, D. Evans

(Minister for Agriculture) in charge of
the Bi1l

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:-

No. 1,
Clause 4, page 3, line 12-Insert

after section designation 3A the sub-
section designation (1);
No. 2.

Clause 4, page 3. line 18-Add the
following subsections-

(2) In order to determine
whether a proposal that a seed
be declared a seed for 'the pur-
poses of this Act is favoured by
the Producers of the seed con-
cerned the Minister may arrange
a ballot of those producers to be
held at such time and in such
manner as the regulations pre-
scribe.

(3) Where a ballot of producers
held under this section results in
a majority of votes against the
proposal the seed shall not be
declared a seed for the purposes
of this Act.

No. 3.
Clause 4, page 3, line 18-Add after

the proposed new section 3A a new
section to stand as section SB as
follows:.-

31B. (1) The Governor may on
the advice of the Board by
Order in Council published in the
Gazette declare that any seed
grown or to be grown for local
refining or processing in Western
Australia may be exempted on a
year to year basis from the pro-
visions of this Act provided that
such seed is the subject of a con-
tract with a local processor.

(2) A local processor for the
purpose of this section shall be a
person whose sole or principal
refining or processing works is
situated in 'Western Australia.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Whilst the amend-
ments do not detract from the imple-
mentation of the provisions of the Bill,
their purpose is rather redundant and they
only serve to clutter up what was a good
piece of legislation.

The first two amendments made by the
Council were moved by the member for
Vasse in this Chamber. At the time I
made the remark that they served little
purpose, and that remark still applies.

The second amendment of the Council
seeks to inisert two subsections to section
3A of the Act. All this will do is to in-
diceate to the Minister that he may, if he
so wishes, conduct a ballot. Of course the

minister would seek some indication from
the industry as to its attitude to any such
suggestion bearing in mind that the pur-
pose of the legislation is to accommodate
the growers.

It provides that the Minister may con-
duct a ballot. It would be equally sensible
to say he need not conduct a ballot, or
that he has to consult the Mayor of Perth
or somebody else. However, that does
not matter, because there is already power
under the Act for the Minister to do just
that. The amendment is merely a -re-
dundancy which does nothing for the
implementation of the legislation.

The second amendment made by the
Council also seeks to insert a new sub--
section (3) which states--

Where a ballot of producers held
under this section results in a
majority of votes against the pro-
posal the seed shall not be declared
a seed for the purposes of the Act.

No Minister would conduct a referendum
which brings about a negative result, and
then implement it. This part of jhe
amendment is too absurd for words. Al-
though I have no objection to it, it relates
to a circumstance which will not arise.

Whilst I have no great feelings against
amendments No. I and No. 2 they are
merely redundancies. I would like to dis-
sociate myself from the inclusion of sub-
sections (2) and (3) to section 3A. As r
have no wish to become involved in a-
conference nf managers on a triviality-
like this, I move.-

That amendments Nos. I and 2
made by the Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the CounciE'_
amendments agreed to.

Mr. H. DI. EVANS: Regarding amend-
ment No. 3 made by the Council which.
seeks to add two subsections to section 31B,
1 would Point out that clause 4 has
been inserted in the Bill to accommodate
the desires of a local processing firm. This
firm seeks to make contracts outside the.
pool. In the process it has already under-
taken contracts with producers, and it
seeks the legal right to do this.

There are a number of reasons for this.
Iisnot the purpose of this discussion

texamine the financial structure and the
effect of such an operation on a seed pool.
However, I wish to make one thing clear.
To allow a firm, even though it be a local
market situation, to enter into contracts
outside the pool will destroy the Purpose of
initiating the pool. The Pool is set up for
the benefit of all the producers.

However, there are some situations
wherein the board may be prepared to
allow operations to be conducted outside
a pool. This is already being done, and
provision is made in the Act to cover such
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operations. I draw attention to section No. 2.
20 of the Act. Subsection (1) states--

Subject to subsection (2) of this
section, a Person shall not, on or after
the appointed date, sell or deliver
linseed to any other Person except the
Hoard.

So, the provision Is explicit. Then sub-
section (2) states--

Subsection (1) of this section does
not apply to linseed that has previously
been purchased from the Board or that
is sold or delivered with the written
approval of the Board.

So, provision is made in the Act to cover
negotiations or transactions outside the
scope of the board. For that reason amend-
ment No. 3 made by the Council is mean-
ingless. It specifies a particular situation,
when that situation is already covered by
the Act in a general way.

In the parent Act it was intended that
these operations be permitted, so that sales
from one grower to another could take
Place without the transactions having to
be put through the board. The provision
is still in force, and could be applied to
the local producer situation.

However, the amendment of the Council
is in no way detrimental to the legislation
and does not affect the operation of the
Act. I therefore move-

That amendment No. 3 made by the
Council be agreed to.

If the Legislative Council desires to be
Pedantic and clutter up the Bill, it is all
right with us. We are certainly achieving
what we want to assist the growers, which
is the main consideration of the exercise.
There is no objection from this side to this
amendment.

Mr. Court: I should hope not.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Council's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now

considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Commitees (Mr. Hate-

man) in the Chair; Mr. Thompson in
charge of the si111.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:-

No. 1.
Clause 2. page 2, line 3-Insert

before the word "by" the paragraph
designation "(a)".

Clause 2, page 2-Add after line 4
the following passage-

(b) by adding after the word
"land" in line 9 the words:-

but no structure or device
shall be deemed to be a
compliance with this re-
quirement unless the struc-
ture or device is of a sort
approved and described by
the Minister

Mr. THOMPSON: I echo the remarks of
the Minister for Agriculture about clutter-
ing up an otherwise well-drafted piece of
legislation. I do not consider this amend-
ment is necessary, but I am prepared to
accept it. I therefore move-

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. THOMPSON: I move-
That amendment No. 2 made by the

Council be agreed to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Report

Resolutions reported, the report adopted.
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Deputy Pre-
mier) [1.04 am.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.30 a.m. today (Friday).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 1.05 am. (Friday).

?flgiidatinr Qlonuril
Friday, the 10th December, 1971

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 11.30 am., anid read
prayers.

ADDRESS-fIN-REPLY
Presentation to Governor:

Acknowledgement
THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): I have to announce that, in com-
pany with several members, I have waited
on His Excellency the Governor and pre-
sented the Address-in-Reply to His Ex-
cellency's Speech agreed to by this House,
and His Excellency has been pleased to
make the following reply:-

Mr. President and Honourable Mem-
bers of the Legislative Council: I
thank you for your expressions of


